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GERMANY & SWITZERLAND. 


CHAP 1 384 


State of the forces of the French Republic at the end 
| . of the month of February, 14799—Causes of the 
- reduction of their numbers — Forge. and position of 5 
' the armies of Germany and Switzerland, at the 

Same period Plans of the French—-Force and 
Position of the Imperial armies —The line of conduct 
10 be followed by their leaders General Jourdan 

receives orders to r the r, | 


Ar the moment when the Date imprudently 
determined upon a war, in which it had to encoun- 
ter all the strength of the Emperor of Germany, 
and part of that of the Emperor of Russia, it had 
not more than 320, ooo French soldiers in Europe, 
and with this number of men, supported by about 

80, 0⁰ auxiliaries, Dutch, Swiss, Piedmontese, Cis- ; - 
alpines, Ligurians, Romans, Neapolizans, and Poles, 
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it hoped to be able to defend its conquests, or its 
frontiers from Amsterdam to Naples, a space of 
2000 miles; to protect its coasts or those of its 
allies, from the Texel to Bayonne, and to command 
the obedience of forty millions of men, anxious to 
throw off its yoke*. The Republican army had 

: been 


* When the minister at war, Scherer, went to take 
the command of the army of Italy, he laid an account 
of the Republican force, as it then stood, before the 
Directory. The total amount at that period, was 
392,00 men, of whom 33g. o were under arms, 
and only 45,000 cavalry. Substracting the army of 
Egypt, estimated at 31,000 men, it will be found that 
about g20, oo men remained in Europe, who, with 
nearly 80,000 auxiliaries, formed a total of 400,000 
French soldiers and allies, at the disposal of the Direc- 
tory.— But it evidently could not employ more than 
250,000 of that number in Germany, in Switzerland, 
and in Italy, being obliged to keep the rest in France, 
in Holland, -in the conquered countrizs, and in the 
three islands of Corsica, Malta, and-Corfu. The Con- 
scripts were not comprized in this estimate, but 40, ooo 
of them had already been incorporated into the armies, 
and the remainder could not be expected to do more 
than compensate for the loss of men daily occasioned 
by the sword, by sickness, and by desertion. We 
may say, therefore, that France was engaging in 
war with 250,000 effective men, while the Em- 
peror could hardly oppose 200,000, But the forces 

£3 | of 


C4). 
been reduced to this number, so inferior to what 
was in 1794, the era of its greatest strength, by the 
losses it had suffered in the two last campaigns 
against the Austrians, in the war against Switzer- 
land, in that which still continued in the kingdom 
of Naples, and by the return of a multitude of 
requisitionary soldiers to their homes. This de- 
ficiency had not been filled up, owing to the 
impoverished state of the French finances, and be- 
cause, the Directory dreading the future intervention 
of the army in the affairs of France, was not de- 
sirous that the military force should be more than 
sufficient to secure dominion without, and to main- 
tain despotism within: because too, the terror with 
which the continent was struck, and the moral power 
| B 2 which 


of that Prince were assembled and united upon three 
points of attack, while those ot the French were dis- 
persed from Naples to Mentz, and had not only to 
oppose the Austrians, but it may almost be said the 
whole population of the countries which they occupied. 
Besides, the whole mass of their soldiers could not be 
compared to that of the Imperial troops, as in the 
| 250,000 men, there were 80,000 bad soldiers, Con- 
scripts and Italians, while the Austrian army was finer, -- 
better disciplined, and animated with a better spirit than 
it had ever before been. —The French then had the nu 
merical, but their enemies had the relative supegiority. 
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64 
which the Directory had acquired, 3 to 5 equi- 


valent to an increase of physical strength; and because 


it could summon to the armies at will, not only the 


Requisitionists, whose desertion it had overlooked, 


but also all the individuals of the second and third 
classes who had not yet marched. We may re- 
member, that this latter measure was adopted at the 
end of 1798, and that the Directory caused a levy 
of 200,000 Conscripts to be decreed—about 40,000 


of whom had joined the armies at the canclusion of 


the month of February. 
Of che 320,000 men who composed the n | 


army, 45,000 under the orders of General Massena, 


occupied Switzerland and the left bank of the Rhine, 
almost from its source, to the western extremity of 
the lake of Constance, and from that point, the 
two banks of the river as far as Basle*. Between 
this town and Dusseldorf, were stationed about 
65,000 men, commanded by General Jourdan, and 
forming what was called the army of Mentz. They 

occupied 


tb A 
— 


* Althouęh Scherer, in his estimate, only stated this 


army as consisting of 39,000 men, it is reckoned above, 


at 45,000, as it was the first that received reinforcements 
of Conscripts, and because too, some thousand Swiss 


auxiliaries were joined to it. 


„ 
occupied the fort of Kehl, upon the right bank of 
the Rhine, lined the left bank from the frontier of 
Switzerland to Mentz, and from the latter town to 
Dusseldorf, possessed all the country upon the two 
: banks. The corps in the latter position, amounting 
5 to about 20, 00 men; was called the army of ob. 
ö servation, and was under che command of General 
Bernadotte. Itwas therefore, with 1 10 00 men only, 
that the French had to carry the war into Germany, 
io hold themselves in readiness to repulse the neutral 
army, in case it should march against them, and to 
keep in subjection Switzerland; and all the countries 
situated between the Sarre, the Moselle, the Roer, 
and the Rhine. 90% men was the utmost 
force” that could be applied to the execution of the 
offensive plans of the Directory. 5 
These projects were the very same which/had been 
pursued in the campaighs of 1796 and 1797, the 
invasion of the hereditary states of the House of 
Austria, and the junction of the French armies 
under the walls of Vienna. In the first of these tub 
campaigns, the army of Italy had been unable to 
share in the execution of this plan; in the second, 


the armies of Germany had taken an active part in it, 


too late; in 1799, the Directory flattered itself, | | 
B | 3 | | 


„ 
that by making them act at the same time, and with 
more concert, they 1. at length realize all its 
hopes. 

That such might be the _ it was necessary 
that the army of observation should take possession 
of Philipsburg, the only fortress remaining to the 
empire upon the Rhine; that the army of Jourdan 
should cross that river, traverse the defiles of the 
Black Forest, extend itself into Suabia, turn the 
lake of Constance, and the southern part of the 
Tyrol; that the army of Switzerland should drive 

dle Austrians from the country of the Grisons, 
attack the Tyrol in front, and seize the vallies of 
the Leck and of the Inn, while the army of Italy 
should penetrate into Germany, either through the 
Tyrol or through the Friuli. It is evident, 
that in this manner, the Austrian troops posted 
upon the lake of Constance, in the country of 
Bregentz, and that of the Grisons, would have 
been encompassed by Jourdan's army, and that 

of Massena; and that those which defended the 

. Italian Tyrol and the Veronese, would have been 
| &  hemmed in between the army of Switzerland, and 
that of * 
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Such 


. 
Such were the force, the position, and the views 
of the French at the time they resolved to renew the 


war in Germany. The situation of their enemies, 


in these three respects comes next to be examined. 
When the French ministers at Rastadt, formally 

demanded of the minister of the Emperor, and of 

the deputies of the Empire, that the Russian troops 


Should be sent back, the cabinet of Vienna, unable 


and unwilling to accede to it, judged not only that 
war was inevitable, but that the French would com- 
mence it early in the season. It hastened, therefore, 


to prepare the means of deſence, and in the course 


of the month of February, all the Austrian army 
was put upon the war establishment with its full 


complement, and the different divisions assembled 
upon those points which it was essential to occupy. 

The Archduke Charles concentrated mote than 
60,000 men upon the Lech: 20,000 collected in 
the Palatinate, in the environs of Amberg, or at 
Wurtzburg, under the orders of General Sztaray: 


a like number was under those of General Hotze, 


in the Voralberg, and in the country of the Grisons: 
near 25,000 commanded by General Bellegarde, 
were upon the frontiers of the last mentioned country, 


and of the Tyrol. The army of Italy, part of which 


B 4 , was 
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was upon the Adige, and the rest in the Friuli and 
Carynthia, was reckoned more than 60,000 strong. 
— Thus the Emperor had to oppose to the French 
185,000 fighting men, go, ooo of whom were in a 
Situation to act immediately against Jourdan and 
Massena. 5 | 

It would be useless to examine what. the propor- 
tion of strength in the hands of the Austrians might 


have permitted them to undertake, had they chosen 


to begin hostilities. Determined, however, as they 
were, to let the odium fall upon the French, their 
first operations could only be deſensive, and de- 


pendant upon those of their enemies. Generals 


Hotze and Bellegarde, could do nothing but watch 
the motions of the French, and fortify and deſend, 
as well as possible, the posts occupied in Suabia, 
Tyrol, and the country of the Grisons, as like- 


wise those held on its frontiers, in the Valteline, and 


in Italy. | 
The Archduke v was, on his part, to confine m 
elf, in the first instance, to preparations for the 
passage of the Lech with all his army, the moment 
he should hear that the French had passed the 
Rhine, and was in that event to advance so rapidly 


as to come up with them, not only before they 


Should 


C *) 

Should arrive upon the river Iller, but even before 
they could push beyond the lake of Constance, in 
order to carry into execution their design of attacking 
General Hotze's position at Bregentz, while Massena 
would endeavour to carry it from the opposite ex- 
tremity of the lake. „ 
The hope of being able to effect this decisive 
operation before Prince Charles could have time to 
prevent it— the desire of laying all the countries be- 

tween the lake of Constance and the Mein, under 
contribution, and of subsisting their troops at che 
expence of those countries, blinded che Directory, 
as to the obstacles which must oppose the progress of 
its armies, and determined it to order General 
Jourdan, in the end of February, to make a sudden 
irruption into Germany, without any previous de- 
claration of war, thus violating the treaty con- 
cluded with the Emperor, the armistice with the 
Empire, and every principle of the law of nations. 
These last considerations had but little weight with 
the Directory, and on this occasion, as in every 
other political transaction, they had in view, not what 
was just, but what was profitahle. 
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CHAP. IL 


The French bass the Rhine at Basle and at Kehl— They 
Plunder tne villages on the Tight bank— Note delivered 


by the Republican Ministers to the Deputies of the 
Empire at Rastadt— Proclamations of the Directory 
and of General Jourdan— Tie French occupy Man- 

heim, and ummon Philipshurg to currender— 


Letter sent by General Bernadotte to the Governor 


of that fortress, and the answer returned— Jour- 
dan's army advances into Suabia, and lays that 


country and the Palatinate under contribution— 


Raxtadt declared neutral by the F rench— Jourdan 


appointed Commander in Chief of the armies in 


Germany and Sw itzerland. 


Ar break of day, on the 15st of March, General 
Jourdan passed the Rhine at Kehl, with the van- 
guard, centre, and left wing of his army, while 
General Ferino passed it with the right wing, at 
Huningen and at Basle. The first step taken by this 


army was, to put every kind of provision found in 


the 


En?) 
the villages on the right bank of the river in requi- 
sition, having left the magazines in Alsace entirely 


empty, and having with them, when they passed the 


Rhine, not even the ordinary rations of bread and 
forage. While the Commissaries and the general 
staff were employed in plundering the rich valley 
which they had just entered, the army overran it, 
and advanced to the foot of the mountains which 
enclose it. In the morning of the same day, the 
French legation at. Rastadt, presented the following 
note to the deputation of the Empire, 

“ The undersigned Ministers plenipotentiary of 
% the French Republic for the negociation with the 
« German Empire, have received orders from the 


Executive Directory, to acquaint the Deputation 


“ of the Empire with the inclosed proclamation.— 


They obey those orders, by joining to the present 


* note, a copy certified by themselves of that 
& proclamation, and of the address of General 
« Jourdan to the army he commands. | 
„ The undersigned are at the same time charged 
« to declare, that this march of the army ought 
e only to be considered as a precaution commanded 
« by circumstances; that the desire for peace upon 
< the part of the French government, countinues to 
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( 18 ) 
& be as ardent, as sincere ; and that it wishes still to 
& conclude it with the Empire, in the supposition 
& that the Empire will declare itself against the 
& march of the Russian troops.” 


(Signed) 5 | BonxiEx. 
. Jean DERRT. 


RonkR] Or. 


Proclamation of the Executive Directory. 
« The troops of his Majesty the Emperor, in 
« contempt of a convention concluded! at Rastadt, - 
4 on the ist of December 1797, have repassed the 
« Inn, and have left the hereditary states. 

„„This movement has been combined with the 

* march of the Russian troops, who loudly declare 
that they come to attack and combat the French 
«© Republic, and who are at this moment in the 
« $tates of the Emperor. fs 

„ Always faithful to the obligations imposed upon it, 
& always animated with the sincere desire of main-- 
« taining a state of peace, always disposed to presume 
« the same sentiments on the part of his Majesty the 
« Emperor, the French government has demanded. 


& 2 . 


„ 

4 a satisfactory declaration upon the march of the 
& Russian troops, and upon the e which is 
„ granted to them. 

« The Emperor has remained silent. The Di- 
5 rectory, therefore, under the necessity to defend 
« itself, and forced by the duty incumbent upon 
every state to provide for its own safety, has 
« caused the French armies to take such positions 
& as circumstances render necessary. But it at the 
% same time declares, that its desire for peace is 
c“ invariable, and that the very moment his Ma- 
t jesty the Emperor shall acquaint them by an 
„ amicable declaration, that the Russians have eva- 
& cuated his dominions, and that his own troops 
4 have again taken the positions, determined by the | 
« convention concluded at Rastadt, the French 
“ armies shall, on their side, return to the positions 
they have occupied up to this time.” 


20th At 1799. 
General 1 s proclamation, on account of 
its length, and its resemblance to the numerous pro- 
ductions of this kind, which the public has been 
condemned to read since the beginning of the 
French 


i ( 4 
French revolution, does not merit insertion in a 
compleat state. It began thus: 
* Soldiers! in contempt of a'solemn convention, 
& the troops of Austria have first passed the line of 
& demarcation.” —and lower The Executive Di- 
e rectory has done every thing for peace; but if war is 
« wished, it will make i.— Soldiers let us come out 
& of our lines, and recommence that career we have 
« hitherto pursued with so much glory.” Intending 
to impose again upon German simplicity, he next 
orders his soldiers, under the severest penalties, to 
respect common and individual property, and in- 
forms them, that the Commissary-General shall alone 
have the right of making requisitions, adding, how- 
ever, 4 that the Generals and Commanders of detached 
& corps might leuy reguisitions on occasions of ur- 
* gency.” This proclamation ended thus: The 
inhabitants of Germany will, I hope, remain 
& calm in the midst of the storm, and be convinced, 
« that the best means they can take to preserve their 
& property, will be to remain peaceably in their 
& habitations. But, if on the contrary, notwith- 
“standing what 1 have engaged myself to, the 
French army find, the towns. deserted and villages 
abandoned, if their inhabitants oppose its march, 


„% or 


( 


& or refuse tę furnish it with such supplies as are in 
« their power, then I declare, with the same frank- 


* ness, that I will take other measures to punish 


ee them, and to make them repent their temerity.” 
The French, by beginning with the three above- 
mentioned notes or proclamations, instead of a 
frank and open declaration of war, evidently acted 
with a view of throwing the odium of the war on the 


cabinet of Vienna, of alienating the other Princes of 


the Empire from the Emperor, of inducing them to 
continue the negociations for a separate peace, and 


of representing as a declaration of war on the part 


of the Emperor, the first step that should be made 


by his troops to meet the French army. 

In the character of the Directory there was so 
much presumption joined to perfidy, that it is im- 
possible to say whether they intended to deceive 


others: it is enough to say that 112 deceived none 


but ehe 
On 


8 


The Deputation of the Empire at Rastadt, having 
deliberated upon the note of the French Ministers, the 
day after receiving it, adopted the following Conclusum : 
That the note of the French Plenipotentiaries should 
immediately be sent to the General Diet of the Empire, 
40 with the documents annex ed to it; that it should at the 


same time be remarked to the Diet, that the majority of 
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On the 2d of March, a detachment of the French 


army of observation, took possession of the town of 
Manheim, in consequence of a capitulation. The 
fortifications of this place, since the last siege it had 
sustained, were in so bad a state, that the Palatine 
commander could not have refused them admission, 


had he even wished 80 to do. On the same day, 


- 


General 


* 


— _ —_ — 


the Deputation was convinced, in consequence of that 
note, that the General Diet must be persuaded, how 
urgent it was to put it in the power of the Deputation 
to give an answer to the note of the French Legation, 
of the ad of January, for the purpose of resuming 
the negotiations already too long suspended ; that the 
present deliberation should be transmitted according 
to custom, to his Imperial Majesty's Minister; that 
he should be requested to communicate to the French 
Plenipotentiaries the decision of the Deputation, and to 
express to them the anxious desire with which it is 
animated, of concurring with all its power, in pro- 
curing a speedy and lasting peace; and that finally the 
French note and the documents annexed to it, should 
be communicated to all the respective Deputies who 
are at Rastadt.“ ; | : 

It does not belong to the present subject to enter into 


the remaining proceedings of the Congress at Rastadt, 
which by referring to the Diet at Ratisbon, and the 
Emperor's Ministers, evaded: the propositions contained 


in the note of the French Plenipotentiaries. 


It held very 


nearly the same conduct until its dissolution, an event 
which will be noticed in its proper place. 


| ( 
General Bernadotte presented himself before the 
town of Philipsburg, which in compliance with the 
treaty of Campo Formio, was only garrisoned wih 
troops of the Empire, commanded by the Rhingrave 
of Salm. General Bernadotte sent him a long 
summons, which was so insolent and extravagant, 
that little as the military declarations of the French 
commanders are entitled to notice, a few para- 
graphs of this deserve to be recorded. Histori ans 
of former wars have been able to pass over epistolary 
communications of Generals in silence, because they 
were almost all of them conformable to the principles 
| of honour and to the rights of nations; but as the Re- 
publicans have wished to extend their revolution over 
every thing, and their Generals having introduced in 
che camps the eloquence of the tribunes of Paris, as 
if anxious of emulating the orators of the clubs and 
councils, in their arrogance and contemptuous conduct 
towards strangers; the opportunity ought. not to be 
neglected of manifesting the spirit which the French 
have uniformly evinced in the course of the present 
war. The language of its officers, and the behaviour 
of their armies, have served more to undeceive cotem- 
ve e ene en e, 
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Tg. was this same Rhingrave of Salm, who commanded | 
the Dutch patriots in 1788, 
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poraries, and will more effectually enlighten posterity 
on this head, than any metaphysical dissertations 
upon the nature and causes of the French revolution. 
| After having endeavoured, in the same manner as 
the Directory and Jourdan, to throw the blame of 
the rene wal of the war upon the cabinet of Vienna 
after having said that the taking possession of the 
town of Ulm, which he was pleased to call a fortress, 
rendered it necessary for the French to seize upon 
Philipsburg, and after warning the Rhingrave that 
the garrison of that place was not in a state to defend 
it, General Bernadotte adds: | 

I must tell you yet farther, General: I know 
 & that your gartison is discontented ; that the officers 
<« of it are too wise and enlightened, to lavish their 
<« blood to gratify the selfishness and caprice of a few 
& arrogant men; and that the soldiers only wait the 
signal of attack to declare their dissatisfaction. 
« When the inhabitants shall see that their houses are 
« $00n to become a prey to the flames, they will 
« presently determine which side to take. The artil- 
* lery of Landau, which is advancing, will furnish 
« them with what they have long waited for, a 
44 gufficient motive to compel their Commandant to 
c deliver up the keys.” 
| : « The 


e 
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4 The terrible example which General Mack has 
given to all those who lead soldiers to battle against 
« their will, must have afforded you ample matter 
& for alarming reflections. But without adverting 
&« to those considerations, the army, under my com- 
« mand, has sufficient means to compel the fortress 
« to zurrender. I cannot repeat oſten enough, 


| 4 General, that I will not place a garrison in your 


« fortress, as an enemy—far from it; 1 mean only 
« to hold the place for the German Empire; and I 
« call the world to witness, that I declare, that 1 
4e will restore Philipsburg to the Empire, as soon 


„ as the French government shall be satisfied that 


« the Empire can defend it against the ambition of 
ce the House of Austria. Should you oblige me to 
. give orders for the astault, I am Sure T cannot but 
succeed, as the number of troops I have with me, 
« and the other means I poßsess, render it impossible 
« T should fail. But the punichment of those who 
“ have been the cause of resistance to. the F rench 
Republic, shall be terrible, nor will Lrestrain the 
« rage of the Soldiers who will "give way to their fury 
& against you.” 

This ridiculous and barbarous summons i don not 
require very long comment ;—it is probably the very 


C 2 first 
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| fickt time, that a Commandant has been informed 
that the officers of his garrison, are too wise and too 
enlightened not to compel their chief to surrender as 
soon as he should be attacked; that a General pro- 
fessing a determination to take a place, cost what it 
would, should pretend that he did not wich so to do 
as an enemy; that he should look upon a failure as 
impossible; threaten a soldier with a terrible punish- 
ment ſor doing his duty, and declare that he would 
take no measures to restrain the rage of the Soldiery— 
None, perhaps, but General Bernadotte could have 
shewed so much folly, insolence, and atrocity®. 


= _—_ Is 2 Wan 
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* This General had served before the Revolution, as 
a common soldicr, in the regiment of Royal la Marine, 
which he left alter having attained the rank of Serjeant. 
He became clerk to the Parliament of Pau (the town in 
which he was born). . When the Revolution gaverise to 
the extablishwent of the National Guards, his good ap- 
pearance, his service in the regular troops, and above all 
his violent democracy procured him the adjutantcy in the 
Guards, at Pau. On the breaking out of the war he 
went to the armies, where he shewed courage, boldness, 
and activity, and made a rapid progress. He commanded 
Jourdan's advanced guard in 1796, and was compleatly 
beaten. When sent to Buonapart's army in 1797, he 
distinguished himself in the short compaign of that year, 
by summoning the town of Gradisca, more briefly indeed, 

: 4 | but 


6 

The only consequence which resulted from this 
summons, was the disgrace of the General who sent 
it. — The Rhingrave of Salm was neither deceived 
nor intimidated, and returned the following answer: 

6 General, Your letter, which was brought to me 
& by Adjutant Goudin, is of such a nature as I 
& could not have expected to receive at this moment, 
&« when peace is on the point of being signed between 
& the German Empire and the French Republic. 
Surely, General, it must be your own opinion, 
5 that I should be culpable, were I to deliver up a 
fortress, the command of which has been entrusted 
to me by the General in Chief of the Army of the 
« Empire. He is not far distant; and the place 
Where the Deputies to the Congress for the pwn 
of the Empire now meet, is still nearer. 
4 The orders and instructions which 1 may re- 
« ceive from those two quarters, will regulate my 
« conduct. While in expectation of these orders, 
$ which when I receive I shall immediately com- 


C 3 © municate 
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8 — 
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but not in a more honourable manner than he did Phi- 
lipsburg. Being dissatisfied with Jourdan and the 
Directory, he left the army a short time after the open- 
ing of this campaign, and was placed by the Jacobiyis at 
the head of the war department. 
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& munieate to you, at present I can only act as 
every man of honour must act in my place. | 
The situation of the fortress under my com- 
mand, is not such as you appear to believe, nor 
« do 1 know of any discontent among the garrison. 
I must, therefore, declare to you, that I will not 
4 receive a French garrison into the place, nor com- 
« mence hostilities, I will reist any attack. 
„The assalants will be answerable to our cotem- 
& poraries, and to poxterity, for all the calamities 
« which may follow, in consequence of their attack.” 


by the conduct of the garrison, composed of nearly _ ; 


2000 chosen troops of the Empire, who had served 
Far from affording any reason to doubt their fidelity, 
_ the officers imitated the zeal of their leader, and pro- 
tested with indignation against the dishonourable 
views attributed to them by General Bernadotte. 
He did not indeed find it so easy to carry his threats 
into execution, as to utter them. The inundations 
which form ihe principal defence of Philipsburg, 


ſiis fortifications having been rebuilt only with earth) 


prevented him from approaching near enough to be 
able to reduce the place in a short time. These 
| local- 
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local cireumstances, and the events which took place 
in Suabia, compelled him to turn the siege into a 
blockade, and even this he was obliged to raise soon 
after, as will be seen in its place. e 

On the 2d of March, and on the following days, 
Jourdan's army continued to advance in the direction 
it had taken. General Ferino, with the right wing, 
proceeded along the valley of the Rhine, through the 
forest towns, and arrived on the gth at Engen, and 
on the 6th at Blumberg. The space between the 
latter place and Shaff hausen was occupied by a demi- 
brigade, detached from the army of Switzerland, to 


The centre divided itself into two columns, which 
advanced, one by the valley of Hell, and the other 
by the valley of Kinche, both directing their course 
towards that of the Danube.—Jourdan, who had 
his head quarters at Gengembach on the 3d, at Has- 
Jach on the 4th, at Homberg on the 5th, and at Vil- 
lingen on the 6th.—At the last date, the van- guards 
of the two centre columns had arrived, one upon the 
leſt, and the other upon the right bank of the Danube. 
The left wing, which took the road to Kniebis, 
under the orders of General St. Cyr, arrived on the 
| 1 e 2d 


m3 
ad at Frydenstadt, quitted it on the 4th, traversed 
the Duchy of Wurtemberg, directing part of its force 
towards Rothweil and part towards Tubingen, and 
reached the Necker at the same time that General 


Jourdan arrived on the Danube. Thus we see, that 
on the 6th the whole of the French army was beyond 


the mountains of the Black Forest. Its right was at 
Blumberg, near Schaff hausen, and its leſt at Rothweil. 
The army of observation at the same time spread 


itself into the country of Hesse Darmstadt, and into 
the Palatinate, and was busily employed in repairing 


the fortifications of Manheim. The different corps 


of Jourdan's army met with no impediment in their 


march, as the Austrians were still at a great distance, 


and the Duke of Wurtemberg, the only Prince who 


could have thrown any obstacles in their way, ob- 
served the strictest neutrality, to which he was com- 
pelled, by the armistice subsisting between France 


and the Empire, by his own military weakness, and | 
still more by the dread of giving the French a pre- 
tence for revolutionizing his states. — The French 


plenipotentiaries had, during the winter, taken ad- 


vantage of their residence at Rastadt, and of the 
differences then existing between that Prince and his 


subjects, to dispose the latter to revolt. That the 
entry 
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entry of the French into the Duchy of Wurtemberg 


did not produce a revolution in that state, is to be 


attributed to the hope they entertained of being able 


to detach the Princes of the Empire from the cause 
of the Emperor, and to a consciousness of the un- 
certainty attending military events. They contented 
themselves with preying upon that country in spite 
of General Jourdan's fine promises, and treated it 
almost as badly as the Brisgaw, on which. they levied 


all kinds of contributions. Their amity with the 


new Elector of Bavaria did not even protect the 
Palatinate from their rapacity. The absolute neces- 
sity under which che French government laboured, 
of subsisting its armies, and the impossibility of doing 
that at its own expence, outweighed every other 
consideration. The district of Rastadt was alone 
respected: that town was declared neutral, and 
General Jourdan gave a safe- guard to the Congress, 
which being almost separated from Germany by the 


advance of the French armies, and having moreover 


but a very precarious and limited communication 


with the rest of the Empire, gave hopes to the Cabinet 
of the Luxemberg, of realizing its project of a 


partial pacification. Relying as much on the success 


of its arms as on its political intrigues, and on the 


talents 
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( 26 ) 
talents of General Jourdan as much as on those of the 
negociators Bonnier, Roberjot, and Jean Debry, 
the Directory, with an affectation of Roman pride, 
changed the name of the army of Mentz, to that of 
the army of the Danube, and appointed Jourdan 
Commander in Chief of the three armies of the 
Lower Rhine, the Upper Rhine, and of Switzerland. 
Bernadotte commanded the first, and Massena the 
last, of these two armies, under his superior command. 
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F | CHAP. III. 


1 Positions of the Austrians in the country of the Gri- 


Sons, and in the Voralberg—The French prepare 
to drive them thence—Massena $ummons Genera! 
Auffenberg, and attacks him at the came time 
| Auffenberg taken, with the greatest fart of his 
troops Ne French make themselves masters of 
Chur, and of almost all the valley of the Rhine— 
General Hotze attacks them without success Re- 
flections upon these events—Plan of the French to 
complete the conquest of the country of the Grisons 
Massena attacks the Austrians in the Voralberg 
twice, and is repulsed with much loss General 
Lecourbe defeats the Austrians in the valley of the 
Inn, and seizes on the High and Low Engadine— 
He is repulsed at St. Martinsbruck—General Lou- * | 
don surprases and takes General Mainoni—General 
Dessolles attacks the foxt of Bormio—Repulsed at 
first, but afterwards Succeeds—General Lecourbe ts 
again repulsed on the frontiers of the Tyrol — Re- 
flections on these events. - | 


ERP nh ing Hee es TEES 
4 . 
3 8 


I. has been seen in the first chapter, that the plan 
of the French. was to forma junction upon the eastern 
side 


41 
side of the lake of Constance, between the armies of 
Jourdan and Massena. To execute this plan, the 
former had only to march through countries without 
defence, but the latter had in the onset to encounter 
the Austrians, to pass the Rhine in spite of their op- 
position, to drive them from the country of the 
Grisons and from the Voralberg, and to force them 

to retreat into the Upper Tyrol. 
The difficulties attending these operations rendered 


it necessary for Massena to begin his attack before 


the Archduke could oppose the march of Jourdan, 


and find time to send reinforcements to the lake of 


Constance. 


It may be remembered, that soon after Switzer- | 


land was revolutionized, the Grisons being threatened 
with the same fate, had the wisdom to place them- 
selves under the protection of the Augtrians. As 


these were as much interested in granting it as the 


former were in demanding it, they lost no time in 


sending a body of troops into that country. That 
body, consisting of about 6000 men, and com- 
manded by Major. General Auffenberg, was in pos. 
session of some posts above Chur, of that town, 
Mayenfeld, and the fort of Luciensteig, and com- 
municated along the left bank of the Rhine, with 
the 


— 


Aw). 
the army of General Hotze, from which it had been 


detached, and which was part at Feldkirch and part 


at Bregentz, and the intermediate places. In this 
manner were the Austrians shut up in a narrow 
valley, having the Rhine before them, and behind 
them a chain of extensive mountains, rendered im- 
passable during almost the whole year by snow. 
Although they had but an inadequate force, and the 
position afforded but few local fesources in case the 
passage of the river should be effected, yet they still 
possessed so many means of impeding that passage, 
that any attempt from the enemy to cross, must have 
been attended with great difficulties and dangers. 

It was of so much importance to the French, not 
to fail in their enterprize, that they resolved not 
only to employ superior military means, but also 
the auxiliary resource of perfidy. General, Massena 
having therefore assembled with dispatch a great part 
of his army in the Cantons of Glaris and of Appen- 
rel, took post in the evening of the 5th of March, 
along the left bank of the Rhine, from the point 
where the two sources of that river unite, as far as 
the lake of Constance, Every thing being ready 
for the attack, he sent, before day-break, on the 
| 6th, 
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6th, an officer to General e e with the fol- 

lowing summons: A 
General, according to the wishes of the people of 


& the Grisons, I am ordered by my Government to 


<<. take possession of that country, and to cause it to 
be evacuated by the troops whom you command 
& within two hours after this summons, which I am 
% commissioned to make. In case of a refusal on 
your part to evacuate this country, or in case 
« you should delay your retreat beyond the pre- 
« $cribed time, my orders are to attack the Austrian 
troops wherever I may find them. I therefore 
« Summon you, General, to evacuate the country 


« of the Grisons within two hours after the present 


4 summons, which will be transmitted to you by an 
officer of my staff. I inform you at the same 
« time, that the army which I have the honour 
& to vn is S W the dae 
** country.“ 3 


But without waiting for an answer to this Anand, | 
as insolent as it was absurd, and with which it was 


phisically impossible to comply, even if General 
Auffenberg had been willing, and authorized to do 
it, he made a general attack through all the line. 
By this perfidious subterfuge, he flattered himself that 
| | he 
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( 82 ) 
he. would avoid the odium of having begun the war 


without declaring it, and at the same time, secure to 


himself all the advantages of a surprise. The French 
made demonstrations of an intention to attack all 
along their line, but while they at the same time 
threatened to pass the Rhine opposite Balzers and 
Flaish, as also between Mayenfeld and the Zoll- 
brucke, and that a column which had passed by 


Mount Kongel an. Vettis, turned the valley of 


Chur, and endeavoured to penetrate by Reichenau 


and Embs; Massena caused a bridge to be thrown 


over the river at Asmooz, opposite the narrow pass 
of the Luciensteig, and marched to that point with 
5000 or 6000 men. | 

© The Austrians, though not surprised, 8 | 
ing sufficient time to make every preparation for 
their defence, stood firm. They checked the enemy 
by a well continued cannonade at Balzers and near 
Mayenfeld, and bravely defended the approach to 
the Steig. The possession of this post being the 
principal object the French had in view, it was there 
that they united the greatest force, and the engage- 


ment at that point was very obstinate during the whole 
 day.—The Austrians had the superiority in position, 


and their enemies in numbers, with the additional 


advantage 


( 083 


advantage of having concerted . beforehand all their 
measures. This circumstance in the end turned the 
scale, and towards the evening of the 6th, the French 
made themselves masters of the passage and fort of 
Luciensteig, which commands the road from Chur 
to. Bregentz. While things were in this progress in 
the centre, the French had like wise gained ground on 
their right above Chur, and their left, commanded 
by General Oudinot, which had forded the Rhine at 
Hag, near Wordenberg, kept General Hotze in 
check. near Feldkirch, and prevented him from 
sending reinforcements to the troops which de- 
fended the country of the Grisons. | 
The loss of the important, post of the Steig, 1 hav- 
ing entirely interrupted the communication: between 
the corps of Generals Hotze and Auffenberg, the 
latter had no other resource left but to concentrate 
his remaining forces for the defence of Chur, and 
he therefore retreated to that town.—This he was 
obliged to do, maintaining at ihe same time con- 
stant fight, being closely purmed by the French. 
After several combats during the night and the morn- 
ing of the 7th, he had reached the heights near Chur, 
when he found another column. of the enemy ad- 
vancing on his rear. Attacked on all sides, not- 
5 * wvithstanding 


U 
withstanding his Anferiority in number and the fa- 
tigue of his soldiers, he still endeavored to defend him- 
self, but in van; he was obliged to surrender 
with all his forces. The day was not less pro- 
pitious to the French on the left. General Hotze 
perceiving that there was no time to be lost in 
giving assistance to General Auffenberg, had in 


the morning of the same day the 7th, made every 


effort to penetrate into the valley of the Rhine, 
but he could not overcome the resistance of the 
French, and was — to return to Feldkirch, 
a ee 8 of men. e 
e natalie 
in those two days, at 21 pieces of cannon and 
5000 men taken. The official reports of the Austri- 


ans give no reason to believe that this assertion 
was much exaggerated; but they pretended chat the 


loss of the French amounted, by their own ac- 


knowledgement, to 4000 men. There is reason 
to believe, that it Was not much less, both. from 
being from -the letters of Massena, dhe exentions | 
which these successes cost him, and the obstinacy 
with which the Austrians defended themselves, and 


from considering that the latter were * supe- 
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6849 
rior in point of position and of Artillery, of which 


we former had none in their first attacks. The 


French chereſore must have bought the passage of 
the Rhine, and the possession of the ſort of Lu- 
ciensteig, which. they did not carry till after se- 
veral obhstinate attacks, at a high price in killed 


and wounded. General Hotze besides took from 


them several hundred prisoners. 

Beſbre we proceed to ihe events which followed, 
it may be necessary to make some remarks upon 
If we may give credit to the report of some 
eye · witnesses, General Auffenberg might have more 
effectually opposed the formation of the bridge at 
Azmooz; however, as he received not only the 
the enemy themselves, it seems that no blame can 
justly attach to his conduct. 

The successes of the French in these two days, 
though to be attributed prineipally to the advan- 
tage of surprize joined io the great superiority 
of cheir force, were also partly "the result of a 
took possession of the country of the Grisons, 
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(8) 
hould have put the small, but important fort 
of Luciensteig in a beiter state of defence, in 
order to secure to themselves a zaſe place of 
between Chur and F eldkirch.v These two pre- 


their position in 2 narrow valley of great length, 
every passage to which is during a great part of 
the year, almost entirely shut up with snom and 
ice. One simple point of chat line being forced, 
all the troops in the higher part must of course 
be cut off without hope of succour, or possibility 
of retreat, which in reality happened. It vill be 
said, perhaps, that the Austrians being perfectly at 
peace with the French, had no reason io expect 
an attack so sudden as to prevent. them from 
getting reinforcements in times But che event 


e too much trust ought not to have 
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* The Seis Was factibed about che beginning of tue 
17th Century, by the Imperialists. It commands the 
communication between Germany and Ttaly, through 
the country of the Grisons. Its entrenchments which | 
have been kept up ever since, form what is called the | 
fort of San- -Lucienstgzg,. which is the principal defence 


of the Grison country, an che side which borders on 
the states of Austria. N 
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been repased, either in ue beo kum. or the 
apparent ĩnactiu it) of the Republicans. 
% But even putting these considerations out of the 
question, common prudence required that the Aus- 
trians should concentrate their forces in the. valley 
of the Rhine, and should augment them, when they 
say the French, in the month of F ebruary, assume 
@ menacing tone, and put themselves open a war 
establishment. 1419; nl FO 

Tbe principal cause bird nad them from 
Kg larger body of troops into that country, 
was probably: the difficulty of finding subsistence 


for them. That obstacle was a serious one, but 


x might have been surmounted, especially if at- 
tempted earber. It besides appears, that the Austrians 
flattered themselves that they chould receive pow- 
erſul assistance from dhe Grisons, which had un- 
doubtedly been promised them by the Chiefs of 
that Government. Their partial assistance, how- 
ever, was of no avail, for a N small number 
of individuals took up arms in "favour of the 
Austrians. A much greater proportion, quitted the 
country when the French entered it; But the fear 
of falling into their hands was, a stronger motive 
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V 
than the desire of Sharing the fortune of defeated 


allies. It does not come within the limits of this work, 


to enquire into the causes why the Austrians re- 
ceived so little support from the inhabitants ef a 
country which they had saved from the dominion 
ol the French, and rescued from the rapaeity of 


| a few democrats. They certainly did not con- 


ciliate the affections: of the inhabitants, but it is 
probable that the ſault was not entirely on -theis 
side. 1 | 5 | By A s 98 


| Massena being master of a part of the country, 
and of its capital, published a proclamation, in 
which he declared, that he would evacuate the 
territory of the Grisons, as soon as the court of 
Vienna would engage to send no troops thitherg 
and promised the inhabitants, that as long as 


he should occupy it, personal liberty, property, 
and opinions, boch religious and political, should 


be respected. The promises of the. Republican 
General were, according to the invariable custom, 
immediately followed by a complete revolution 
throughout the country. Massena transferred its 


government into the hands of some expelled pa- 


triots, whom he had brought back with him, and 
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whoxe- individual wishes were as on former oc- 
casions, declared to be the joint and collective 
withes' of the. whole Grison people. © | 
The military operations which General Massena 
had executed on the 6th and 5th, were only a 
prelude- to thode which the army of Switzerland 
was destindd to accomplish in co-operation with 


that of Italy. However advantageous the possession 
of the valley of "the Rhine might be to the French, 


that success could neither lead to others, nor even 


be secute, as long as che Austrias were masters 


of che Voralberg, and of che upper country of 


the Grisons. It was necessary to drive them from 


chose positions in order to attack with advantage 
the Tyrol, and to complete ho ot execution = the 
* plan. n 

The situation and the force of the army of 
e did not permit its commander to act 
at the same time against the Voralberg, the county 
of Pludentz, and in the southern parts of the 
country of the Grisons. The latter part” of this 
task belonged more properly to the army of Italy; 


and it was determined that it should be undertaken 


by a body of troops detached from those which 
occupied the Valteline and the Italian Bailiwicks. 
General 
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General Massena proposed at the same time to 


attack the Voralberg; bis right wing under Ge- 
neral Lecourbe was to act between the two, and 
attack the west side of the Tyrol; in a word it 


was by the three valleys of the Rhine, the Inn, and 


the Adige, that the French e to nn 
into that Austrian province. 


Massena being the nearest to the n began his 


attack upon the 11th, but he found the position of 


Feldkirch so well fortified and its approaches so well 
defended, that all the efforts which he made against it 


that day, were fruitless, and ended only in a great loss 


of men. Little discouraged by the resistance of 
the Austrians, and hoping from the success he had 
obtained a few days before, that victory would be 


as faithful to him in 1799, as it had been in 


1796 and 1797, be recommenced the attack on the 
following day, with a still larger force and greater 


vigour. He was not however more successful, 
and after having returned six times to the charge, 


and tried every point of attack, he was dbliged 
to retreat with very considerable loss. He sent 


no account of these two engagements, or if he did, 


us directory never published any. 1 
ET 0:10 65 On” An 
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General Lecourbe, who had begun his march 
at the same time towards the valley of the Inn 
by the Splugen and the lesser Rhine, collected 
his troops at Sylva Plana. A small corps of Austrian 
troops under General | Loudon, which, guarded 
the upper Engadine, endeavoured i in vain to pre- 
vent the French from entering it; and after several 
engagements, the most considerable of which was 
near the Village of Pont, it was obliged to 
retreat, parily by the road which leads from 
Zernetz to Ste. Marie, and partly into the IL.ower 
Engadine. This retreat hoyever could not be 
effected without much loss; yet, the number 
of prisoners, by no means, amounted to 35500, as 
stated by General Lecourbe.—A small detachment 
posted at the sources of the Inn, finding itself cut 
off, was obliged to take refuge in the valley of 
Puschiavo, where it fell into the hands of Dessolles. 
Thus the French, in twelve days, made themselves 
masters of almost all the valley of the Upper and 
Lower Engadine.*—Encouraged by these first suc- 
1 Ceesses 


* 8 : 3 : 5 a $ ; , # a 4 


* These two parts of the valley are about fifty 
miles in length, and are separated fiom one another 
by the Bridge of Auta. The valley is very fertile, 
well inhabited, and one of the best parts of the country 
of the Grisons. 


A» 


cesses, | Lecourbe having left some posts at 


Zernetz and at Schulz, advanced in the valley 


of the Inn to the frontier of the Tyrol, and on 


the 14th in the morning, attacked the Austrians at 
St. Martinsbruck and at Finster-Munster. Though 
they were-inferior in number, they defended them- 


selves so well against Lecourbe's attack, that not- 
withstanding its violence, and its being often re- 


newed, he could not, the whole day, gain an inch 
of ground, but was obliged to retreat with the 


loss of several hundred men. 


General Lecourbe had a the valley of the 


two | Engadines, only from a persuasion that 
Dessolles would at the same time march up that 
of the Adda, and crossing the country of Bormio, 


arrive at St*. Marie, and on the banks of the Adige. 


It must be acknowledged, that-if it had been done 


corps which had retreated from Zernetz to Sti. Marie, 
would have been surrounded. But General Dessolles 


having been retarded by the snow, or some other 
obstacle, and the Austrians having had time to 


provide for the defence of the country of Bormio, 


General Loudon resolved to take advantage of 
the circumstance of | Lecourbe's line being weak ; 


and 
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and too extended, to beat the enemy in his turn, 
on the same spot where he had been defeated three 
days before. Having therefore procured reinforce- 
ments, partly of regular wopps, and partly of Ty- 
rolese Volunteers, and after having sent a detach- 
ment to Zernctz, and concerted measures with 
the officer- who commanded the post of St. Mar- 
tinsbruck, on the 15th in the morning, he unex- 
pectly marched down the mountains, and fell upon 
some companies of grenadiers and light infantry, 


who occupied the village of Schulz. Thus surpri- 


sed, they were able to do very little for their defence, 
and vere driven from the village and put to flight, 


General Mainoni and a great part of them being 


taken prisoners. This corps would probably have 
been destroyed, and the French expelled from the 


Engadine, if Lecourbe had not at that moment 


been accidentally on his way to Schulz, and very 
near it. He rallied the fugitives, and having sup- 
ported them with a fresh battalion, he again made 
himself master of the village; but could not retake 
Mainoni and the horses which had fallen into the 
hands of the Austrians, - who had time to. carry 
them off into the mountains. The attack made at 
St. Mantinsbruck had no effect ; but that against 


Zernetz 
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Zernetz was more successful, and the French were 


| driven from chat village with las. Having however 


returned to the charge they retook it, and at che 
end of the day, they possessed nearly the same 
posts in the valley of the Inn, as they had held 
the day before. Whether General Loudon really 
meant to drive them from the valley, is at least, 
a matter of doubt; for he would in chat case 
most probably have attacked the villages of Shulz 
and Zernetz with more troops; and would have 
defended them more obstinately after having got pos- 
session of them. It is probable that his intention 
was only to reconnoitre the position of the enemy, 
to know their force and to alarm them, in order 


to retard their attempts upon the Tyrol. In this 
| he succeeded for one day, as according to Lecourbe's 


dispatches, had it not been for this affair, he would 
have attacked on the 16th the 1780 den expat 
bruck with all his forces. 

Excepting the capture of a few hundred men, 
which was almost compensated by the prisoners taken 
by Lecourbe, that little adyantage was all that General 
Loudon abtained from the attack of the 1 Sth.—It 
in no degree disturbed the operations of the French; 
or Desolles, who had begun on the 13th, his march in 
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the Valteline, vigorously attacked the Austrians in the 
morning of the 1 6th, near Bormio, without being 
able however, even after. repeated efforts, to dislodge 
them from their position.“ The next day the French 
returned to. the charge, and having better concerted 
their attack, and employed more forces, they suc- 


ceeded in driving the Austrians from the important 


valley of Bormio, the possession of which opened 
to the conquerors the road to that of the Adige. On 
the same day Lecourbe again renewed the attack of 
St. Martinsbruck, while another column, by de- 
scending the mountains between Finster - Munster, 
and Nauders, endeavoured to turn it. None of these 


attacks succeeded, and General Alcaini, who com- 


manded in those parts, made so good a use of his 
position, of the small number of regular troops 
which he had, and of the Tyrolese Peasants who had 
joined him, that he made a successful resistance on 
every side; and after a desperate engagement of seve- 


— 


* This i is the same post, near he baths of e 
which was so often taken and retaken by the French and 
he Imperialists, in 1685.— It commands, at once, the 
opening of the two valleys. of Pedenos and of Free), 


which form the communication between che two Enga- 
dines and the Vakeline. 
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(61 
ral hours, the French were obliged to abandon the 
attack, leaving a great number of dead on the field, 
and 400 prisoners in the hands of the enemy. 

This check, which however was ballanced by the 
$uccess that Dessolles had obtained on the same day, 
retarded the operations of Lecourbe, forced him to 
take new measures, and Ak for some . che 


invasion of the Tyrol. 


We now come to the, events which we _ 
during that interval, on another theatre, if not more 
instructive or more interesting to military men, at 
least more extensive, and at that moment of greater 
importance. Before we proceed to this neu scene, 
it may be proper to make some observations on 
what has been before related. The campaign of 
1799, in the country of the Grisons, of which we 
have just given an account of the commencement, 
will, without doubt, be an object of admiration with 
posterity.—It will with difficulty be believed, that 
in the middle of one of the most severe winters in the 
memory of man, on the summits of the highest 
mountains,“ or in valleys covered with snow and 

ICC, 


— — ag. — 8 Aon 
* . - 7 = 
, 11 


* The country of the Grisons, and the part of Switzer- 


{aud whieh borders on it, are the highest countries in 


Europe. 
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ice, war was carried on with as much activity as it 
could have been in the plains of Flander or of Italy. 
The events which follow, will show in all their 
force, the prodigious difficulties of chat war, which 
may be truly called a war of Giants. | 

It cannot be denied, that Lecourbe give nu · 
the art of war in a mountainous country; a species 
of warfare, which, of all others, demands the greatest 
a General, the most pnnwented activity, the keenest 
foresight, and the readiest command of stratagem.— 


The plan of invasion which he put in execution, 
succeeded in a great measure, and would probably 
have been more rapidly and more completely suc- 


cessful, if General Dessolles had begun his march 


-  &voner, and had arrived at the valley of St. Marie, 


at the same time that Lecourbe entered that of the 
wes in which case, nar gh not a man of the 
Austria 


— — — — — — — — 


5 It is there, and at short e from one 
| another, that the Rhine, the Rhone, the Tesino, the Inn, 
theAdige, and the Adda, take their rise; and thus does this 


mass of mountains send down its waters to the North, 
the Mediterranean, the Adriatic, and the Black Seas. 
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Austrian corps, posted in the Upper  Engadne would 
have escaped. # vino-norr ble | 
It appears that 5 5 FRE? 50 
pushed on his posts to the Source of the Inn, or 
have been in greater force; at the double debourhe,Fol 
Sylva Plana. In the first place, he could only have 
been attacked on one side of Mount Jule, and in 
the second he would have been able to make $9 long 
a resistance at the village of Pont, chat the advanced 
posts, stationed at the mouth of the valley of Enga- 
dine, would bave had time to fall back and join 


him. The attack which be made on the 2 fh did 


him credit, and proved that he was not inferior to 
his opponent Lecourbe, in boldness and in activity; 
for the mountains of Scharl, by which he de- 
scended, had been judged unpassable by the French. 
— What occasioned the disasters of the Austrians in 
the country of the Grisons, was the great fault they 
had been guilty of before the beginning of the war, 
in not possessing themselves of the Valteline, which 
chey might have done, and could have justified on 

5 the 


1 


* N. B. This word is French, and means the prin- 
cipal issue from a valley or defile. As it has no direct 
correspondent word in the English Language, it has been 
adopted here. 
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(8) 
the same grounds as the occupation of the Grison 
country. This would not only have rendered their 
position, in this last mentioned country more se- 
eure, but it would have given them a very great 
advantage over the French army in Italy, which they 
could then have taken completely in flank.— The 
French were very sensible of the local importance of 
the Valteline, and lost no time in securing the pos- 
sesssion of it. An opportunity will occur in the 
sequel of this work, of showing still more evidently, 
the advantage which this country might have been of 
to the Austrians, and the great use _—_ the French 
derived from it. 
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CHAP. IV. 


The army of the Archduke Charles passes the Lech, 
and advances in Suabia—Order addressed by that 
Prince to his Generals Movements made and posi- 
tions taken by the Austrian and F rench armies 
Fourdan apprises the Archduke of the declaration 
of war made by the Legislative Body—He, at the 
Same time attacks the Prince's van-guard, and is 
repulsed——Both sides prepare for a battle on the 
215t—The Archduke attacks first, and beats the 
French— Fault committed by Jourdan, who falls 
back to Stockach and Engen—Defeat of the French 
at the former of these two places on the 253th —They 
attack again on the 26th, but without Success—T hey 

retire towards the Black Forest. General Sztaray 

Forces them to repass the Rhine a few days after 
The Austrians occupy almost all Suabia—Reflections 
upon these events. . 
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WI. have seen, that on the 6th of March, the 
right wing of the army of Jourdan had got as high 
up as Schaffhausen, che centre being on the Danube, 
VOL, 11t, 7 and 
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Ct 30 
and the left on the Necker. This army thus occu- 


pied the space lying between that river and the 
Rhine, and formed a line which passed through 
Rothweil, and ended at Schaff hausen. 

It was in the night between the ad and gd of 
1 that the Archduke, at his bead. quarters at 
Friedberg, received the news of the passage of the 
Rhine by the French. He immediately gave orders 


to the whole of his army cantoned on the Lech, to 
prepare to pass that river. On the very day after, 


6000 men, forming a part of the van. guard, pushed 
forward by forced marches to Ulm, a point, 
which it was of the utmost consequence for the Impe- 
rial troops to reach, before the arrival of the French. 


This van-guard proceeded with such rapidity, that 
as early as the morning of the 5th, it arrived on the 


heights that command the town of Ulm, which 
heights the Imperialists had already fortified two 
years before, and the entrenchments of which they 
now hastened to compleat. This was a strong point 


of support which the Archduke wished to secure 


upon the Danube, and from which, as from an ex- 
sensive fortress, he meant to cover all the approaches 
to the hereditary States. 


On 


„ 
On the 4th and zth, the whole of the Imperial 


army passed the Lech, advanced tand Ulm, and 


the right bank of the Iller. 

At the moment when it was putting itself in 
motion to recommence a war, upon the issue of 
which depended the fate of the Austrian Monarchy, 
the Archduke addressed the nee ee to the 
Generals of his army: 


e The movement of the French army, which has 


& left its positions, and which marched forward on 
« the ist of March, has determined me to lay before 
< the Generals of the army of His Imperial Majesty, 
and of the Empire“, a brief exposure of all the 


« events which have succeeded each other for a year 


past, and have brought us into the situation where 
& we now stand. Scarce had the most solemn con- 
& ventions between the Emperor and the Empire on 
4 one side, and France on the other, been con- 
cluded, when the latter power sought in the most 
& audacious, and unjustifiable manner, to take 
« advantage of the retreat of our armies, which 
* confided on the public faith. The pacific inha- 
E 2 e 
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The Emperor had, at the coochizibe of the peace, 


taken some troops of the Empire into his pay, and 
united them to his army. 
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cc bitants of Helvetia have been subjugated, and means 
& the most violent have been used to compel them 
© to become obedient and submissive allies, thus 
5 © to gain one of the flanks of Germany. Not- 
A . withstanding the suspension of arms, the French 
l « have refused to allow. the ſortress of Ehrenbreit- 
« stein to be revictualled, according to the most 
“ solemn conventions ; they blockaded it closely; and 
regardless of the right of nations, and insensible to 
the indignation of Europe, they devoted to distress 
&. and ſamine the inoffensive inhabitants of the Thal, 
as well as the brave garrison of Ehrenbreitstein. 
At the very moment that the French were com- 
“ mitting acts, which are unexampled in history— 
& at the moment when contributions and requisitions 
& are continued upon the right bank of the Rhine— 
e when their language becomes daily more and more 
ce imperious, at the Congress of Rastadt—when they 
ec are accmulating new demands, to the dishonour 
& and contempt of the German name—they do not 
& hesitate to put the question, whether we are dis- 
« posed to oppose farther operations ? that is to 
« say, whether we are prepared for war? To the 
“ question put in return by us, whether hostilities 
« hall cease? Whether the blockade of Ebren- 
5 c breitstein, 
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« breitstein shall be raised? Whether the army on 
„the right bank of the Rhine shall withdraw ? 
& Whether the French troops that menace Germany, 
« shall retire from Switzerland? And whether a 
reasonable treaty, founded upon the rights of the 
Empire, and not upon its enslavement, shall be 
& concluded at Rastadt? To all these demands the 
« French as yet have made no other answer than, 
& that they hope the Diet will come to such a 
« resolution as they expected. This implies, that they 
ee hope that they shall not be hindered from carrying 
on farther hostilities; and yet they still pretend to 
« give these proceedings the appearance of friendly 
& and pacific 2 EAT in the "Or of the ag 
& of Germany.” 

« To this short ministerial answer, bas just been 
« added the declaration of the Commander of the 
« French. army: that it is now found proper to 
c improve their situation, by occupying Strong military 
« positions.“ In all probability with a view, when they 
« think themselves sufficiently prepared, suddenly 
« to fall on the Germans with the troops they have 
« assembled; then, on the first opportunity, to extend 
« the Helvetic Republic to the Danube; to give 
« thatriver and the Lech for its boundaries, and 
ir E 3 « thus 


„ 
& thus to follow up, with greater effect, their plan 
cc of aggrandizement. 
„ The first military measure of precaution must 
& be, to avail ourselves of every means which the 
c saſety and tranquillity of Germany imperiously 
& require. 5 I am convinced that the army under my 
orders will execute every measure, which. may 
6 secure the honour and the safety of the nation, 
& and that it will pass the Lech this day, with the 
&* same confidence and attachment, of which it has 
& given me so many proofs on occasions critical for 
er thefate of Germany, and will immortalize in the : 
page of history, its unshaken loyalty, and its con- 1 
« stant bravery.—I- have 80 disposed every thing, 5 
5 that the necessary supplies for my brave army 
« shall not be wanting. On the other hand, I hope, 
6 indeed, I rely upon it, that each of you vill have 
all that regard for the inhabitants of the towns and 
6 countries friendly to us, which justice and the 
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66 principles of morality command. But, never- | 
ce theless, if any individuals should so far forget 
6 their duty, as to tarnish the honour and glory of 
« the army to which they belong, by excesses, I 
„ hereby most solemnly declare, that they shall 
suffer the utmost rigour of mme law. As I 


% am 


e 

& am also very well assured, that it is in the 
E power of each different commander, to prevent 
* all kinds of excesses by Maintaining good order 
& and discipline, I make the commanders of xe- 
& giments and corps neee for 
5 every excess that may be committed,” 457 A 
This military proclamation. which was intended 
as an answer to that of Jourdan, had all the effect 
that could have been expected. þy the Archduke, 
It inspired but one sentiment, that of-; indignation 
against the French, and but one desite, that of 
fighting tbem.— The interval which: had elapsed 
since the peace, had produced an advantageous 
change in the spirit of the Austrian army. A 
great number of officers whoge conduct and opinions 
coincided but little with. their duty, had been 

removed. Others, who had acted rather unwillingly 
during the preceding campaign, because they had 
looked upon the war (wrongfully indeed) as 2 
quarrel foreign to the interests of the house of 
Austria and of Germany, and carried on merely 
nobility, had been enlightened by the irruption 
of Bonaparte into Styria, and by the revolution 
| 2 Switzerland, and in the kingdom of Na- 
5 -” 4 | ples 


( 86 ) | 
ples and Sardinia, They saw on this occasion, 
that, upon the issue of this new contest depended 
the liberty of Germany, the power of their So- 
vereign, and the existence of their families and 
friends. The sentiments and the example of the 
Archduke Charles, had given that energetic im- 
pulse to the minds of the generals and officers of 
that army, which the circumstances required. The 
soldier was the same, as he had invariably shewn 
himself for ten years ; brave, patient, incorruptible, 
as incapable of discouragement as of disobedience, 
but still susceptible of enthusiasm. The regiments 
were complete, the cavalry numerous and fine, 
che artillery formidable, and the organization of 
every part of the army more solid than ever. 
Such a deen means was a sure 
pledge of victory. 

The imperial army which was 8 in 
Suabia on the 6th, advanced rapidly between the 
Tyrol and the Danube.— The head quarters of 
the Archduke, which had been removed to Augs- 
berg on the 6th, were fixed at Memmingen on 
che geh. His vanguard, about 13, oo0 strong, 
commanded by General Nauendorf, pushed very 
far on, and on the Oy had posts near Ravens- 
berg ; ; 


( #8 7 
berg; while the corps which had occupied Ulin, 
was sending detachments along the two banks of the | 
Danube. It is seen, that the Austrians by pos- 
_ ses8ing the line of Bregentz, Lindau, Ravensberg, 
Biberach, and Ulm, had already frustrated the 
first part of Jourdan's plan, and that he was no 
longer in time to * the a of the _ by 
mere marches. 

This General, it is not e why, had remained 
almost stationary from the 6th. He had only ad- 
vanced part of his left along the left bank of 
the Danube, and had pushed his van- guard as 
far as Tutlingen on che other side. Informed, 
however, of the rapidity with which the Austrians 
advanced, he at length put his whole army in mo- 
tion on the 19th, marched it to the right, and on 
the same day established his left at Tutlingen, 5 
and his right at the little fortress of Hohentwiel. The 
head quarters were fixed at Engen. On the 1 5th 
they were removed to Stockach, the army having 
again marched on the same day, and established 
its right on the lake of Constance, its centre before 
Stockach, its left upon the Danube, and the van- 
guard at Mceskirch. The motives for making these 
movements, and taking those positions, were, to 
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concentrate the | force of the armies of Helvetia 
and the Danube, and to give more concert to their 
operations, of which the common object was to 
drive the Austrians from the Tyrol. It was with 
this Same view that Jourdan again caused his army 
to advance on the 17th, and placed its right upon 
the Lake, near Marchdorf, the centre and head 
quarters at Pfullendorf, and the left at Mengen. 
Wmmle che French army was performing these 
motions, the Archduke with all possible baste, 
brought up the main body of his army, which had 
remained considerably behind the van-guard. The 


latter had advanced with great rapidity to cover 


the Tyrol, and to support General Hotze. It had 
already, on the 16th, pushed some parties as far 


as Stockach; which having met with the French 


out · posts, withdrew: without committing any hostility. 
The main body of the army was not far distant 
from the van- guard at that period: it occupied 


x the space between the Federsee and the Lake of 


Constance, and like the French, had placed the 


greatest part of its force upon the latter point. 


This part of southern Suabia, was the ground which 
the French were most interested in taking possession 
of 


659 
of, and the Austrians in defending. Jourdan's desire 
was to get between the Archduke and General 
Hotze : The Prince's am was to Separate Jourdan 
from Massena. Neither the French nor the Austrian 
commander however, could attain his end without 
beating his adversary. The space occupied by the two 
armies, between the Danube and the Lake, was too 
much confined to give room for great manceuvres ; 
the advanced posts almost touched each other. 
It was hardly possible therefore to avoid coming 
to a battle: Both sides prepared for it. Jourdan 
concerted a plan of attack with Massena: The 
Archduke sent reinforcements to General Hotze, | 
went in person to bene hi rate and strength · | 
ened his communication with him. 
Not a single shot had yet been fired in Sai 
and the French acting .conformably to Jourdan's 
| protlamation, but in direct opposition to the at- 
tacks, which they had already made in the country 
of the Grisons, continued to aver, that they had 
no other view than to take hositions of Safety. 
Their General, even carried impudence so far as 
to address the Heeger letter to the Archduke on 
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« Þ have received orders from the French 'Go- 
« yernment to enter into Suabia with the "_ 
« under my command.” 

Since 1 have been employed in executing 
« the movements which that order rendered ne- 
“ cessary, I have continually met with posts of 
« Austrian troops.” 

« As it was not my intention to exercise any 
« act of hoxtility against them, I have summoned 
ce these _ to | retire, which me at first CON- 
& sented to.” 

« But, nk seem to day to intend some re- 
6e sistance, I bave the honour to apprize your 
« General, that I am resolved to make use of 
« force against such of the troops under your 
« command, as shall refuse to evacuate the posi- 
6 tions, which 1am ts occupy in compliance 
&« with the orders I have vooeived proto Go- 
« vernment. | | 

The Directory, howevie, 3 no longer 
remained any hopes of reaping fresh advantages from 
its gross artifices, had thrown off the mask, and on 
the 13th of che same month, had caused war to be 


declared by the Legislative Body against the 


Emperor, and the Grand Duke of Tucsany. 


General 


. 

General Jourdan was informed of this on the 19th, 
and resolved not to lose a moment in attacking. He 
disposed his army in order of battle the very day 
after, and posted it upon the two small rivers of 
Asch and Ostrach; thus occupying all that space 
which lies between the Lake and the Danube, from 
Buchorn to Mengen. The flying corps (from 5000 
to 6000 men) which was upon the left bank of 
the river, under General Vandamme, had orders 
to put itself on the line of Mengen, but being 
too far removed to the left, it could not reach its 
destination that day, or the day following, so that 
General St. Cyr was obliged to occupy the position 
with a part of his division. The Austrian advanced 
posts, which had positive orders not to commit the 
first hostilities, offered no opposition to these move- 
ments of the French, and were compelled to retire. 

After having taken these measures, Jourdan sent 
an officer to General Prince Schwartzenberg, who 
commanded a part of the Austrian van- guard, to ask, 
whether the answer expected from the Court of 
Vienna was arrived (an answer relative to the send- 
ing back of the Russians). Having been told, that 
no answer had been sent, that officer announced that 
the armistice was at an end, and declared war, on the 


part 
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part of the' Directory,- _ the NEE of N 


and Hungary. {58 


No sooner was he an than Jourdin mage 


an attack to be made upon the Austrian van-guard, 


which was obliged to fall back beyond Holzkirchen, 
and Closterchuss, but which, meeting with reinforce- 


ments, repulsed the French in its turn, and regained 


the ground it had lost.—On the same day, the 
main body of the Archduke's army had arrived near 
to Sulgau and Altzhausen, being then distant only 
one day's march from the French army. This con- 
sideration induced the Archduke to concentrate his 
force, and he encamped his army upon the heights 
adjacent to the two places mentioned above, at a 
very short distaiice from the principal posts of the 
van. guard. The head. quarters were fixed at Schus- 
senried, On the same day, Prince Charles addressed 
an order to his Generals, in which, after having re- 
minded them of all the acts of hostility committed by | 
the French, both in Suabia and in the country of the 
Grisons, where they had not been ashamed to detain 
prisoner, an Austrian Major, who had been sent to 
them, preceded by a trumpet, he declared, that 
General Jourdan's letter should have no other 
answer but from the mouth of the cannon, and that 

2 the 


e 

XxX G7) 
the French alone would be responsible to the 
universe, for all the evils which might arise from this 
new war, — Wishing to take advantage of the en. 
chusiasm of his troops, and not to give Jourdan 
time to reinforce himself with the corps on the other 
side of the Danube, and being naturally little dis- 
posed to temporize, the Archduke resolved to attack 
the French army the very next day. 

As to Jourdan, anxious to open the campaign in 
as brilliant a manner as Massena had done in Swit- 
zerland, encouraged by the slight success his van- 
guard had already met with, and by the nature of 
the ground which was favourable to him, he had also 
determined to come to action on the 215t. He 
considered, that if he should obtain the victory, it 
would immediately enable him to separate the Arch- 
duke from General Hotze, and to fulfil the object 
of the campaign; while, in case of a defeat, he had 
only to fall back under the mountains of Suabia, 
no ways thereby losing his communication with Mas- 
sena, or, at worst, he could only be obliged to re. 
pass the Rhine. In a word, he conceived that he 
might gain a great deal more than he exposed him- 
sell to lose. | _ 
The 
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The Archduke was quicker than Jourdan, and 


before break of day, began to move forward, in the 


order of | battle he had previously resolved upon.“ 
He had divided his army into three columns. That 
of che right, commanded by the Prince of Furstem- | 
berg, was to march along the. Danube, towards 
Mengen, and to dislodge the left wing of the French 


from that place, or at least to keep it in check. This 
column was preceded by the van - guard, under the 


orders of General Nauendorf.— General Wallis, with 
that of the left, followed the road to Altzhausen, and 
directed his march upon Ostrach, while the Arch- 

duke 


—— — 8 W 


* To colour over 0 surprise and the defeat which 


the French suffered tha: day, they published, that in the 
night between the 20th and 218, a deserter from their 


army had informed the Austrians of their watch- word. 


It is not possible positively to affirm that this. is false, 


but granting it to be true, only the vedettes, or the first 
piquet-guard, could have been surprised, and this coul. 
not have much influence upon the result of the day. The 
knowledge of the enemy's watch- word, may be of great 


uze whenever a sudden attack is to be made on a single 


post, but cannot occasion the defeat of armies, now that 


they are almost all equally well guarded, and have, at a 


considerable distance round them, a double and tieple 


© curtain of light troops, both foot and horse, whose re- 


sistance and fire must give an army that is well . 
time to prepare for battle. 


6 
duke advanced upon the same point with the centre, 
along the causeway of Sulgau. The union of the 
two columns against Ostrach, shews that the object 
which Prince Charles had in view, was to force that 
point, which being the centre of the position of the 
French army, when once seized, must occasion the 
defeat, or at least the retreat, of the two wings. The 
Austrians overthrew the advanced posts of the enemy 
in their march, but the Republican army being ad- 
vantageously posted upon the heights, and the bat- 
teries it had erected upon them, commanding the 
roads by which the Austrians were obliged to ad. 
vance,, on account of the marshes which border the 
Ostrach, they suffered a considerable loss. But 
neither this consideration, nor the difficulties of the 
ground, could hinder them from coming upon the 
enemy, and attacking the bridge of Ostrach in front, 
which was forced at length, aſter it had been long 
and bravely defended by the French. The centre of 
the French army having thus lost its principal point 
of support, was obliged to fall back to Pfullendorf, 
where it took up a position on the heights in the front 
of that place: it was charged, during its retreat, by 
the Austrian cavalry, from whom it suffered much.— 
The right wing, which had not been attacked, followed 
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„ 
the motion of the centre, and fell back to Salmens. 
weiler.— The leſt wing, which from the very be- 
ginning of the day had been hotly engaged with the 
Austrians, and had defended itself well, also in the 
end retreated along the Danube, placing itself in a 
line with the rest of the army. The Archduke 
| Wwished to attack the French in their new position, and 
for that purpose brought the greatest part of his troops 
upon their leſt; but night coming on, he was obliged 
to give up this project, and to delay its execution till 
the following day.— The Austrians calculated the loss 
of the French on that day, as amounting to 5000 
killed, wounded, or prisoners. The latter estimated 
the loss of the victors at 4000 men. By reducing 
the first estimate to three-fifths, and the second to 


one-half, we shall come nearer the truth. General 


Lefebvre, who commanded the French van- guard, was 


wounded, and General Jourdan had a horse killed 
under him, | | 

This affair, to which the name of battle can 
scarcely be given, because the whole of the French 
army was not engaged, the van-guards of its centre 
and left having almost entirely sustained the weight 
ef the day, was very honourable to the Archduke, 
who again displayed the bravery and military talents 


of 


„„ 

of which he had given such repeated proofs three 
years before. It need not be said how advantageous 
this engagement proved to him. Every one knows 
the importance of a first success in all campaigns, 
and it must have been of still greater conse- 
quence, in a war, which more chan any other, de- 
pended upon public opinion, and which, in its turn, 
powerfully influenced it; in short, on the issue of 
which hung the destiny, not of the inhabitants of 
a single province, but of the whole population of 
Europe. The battle of the 215t stopped, in the very 
outset, the execution of the plan for the campaign, 
adopted by the French —repaired the bad effects 
which the misfortunes in the country of the Grisons 
had produced upon the minds of the people - increased 
the confidence of the Austrian army in its Chief, and 
was to Europe a presage of events yet more fortunate. 
Ihe principal military remark suggested by 
what has been just related, is the great fault com- 
mitted by Jourdan, in leaving his left wing on the 
other side of the Danube, and at so great a distance 
from that river, that it was entirely useless to him. 
He had given it that direction, to have the appearance 
of threatening Ulm, thereby to induce the Arch- 
duke, also, to move a great part of his force to the 

| F 2 leſt 


(6) 

leſt bank of the river, which would have obliged him 
to leave the environs of the lake of Constance un- 
defended. But the Prince did not fall into this snare ; 
and knowing well that the last mentioned point was 
that through which the French intended to penetrate, 
he took care not to weaken 1t, and contented himself 
with leaving some battalions in Ulm, and some posts 
before it.— Finding that he had not deceived the 
Archduke, and having determined, as he himself 
wrote, to give battle on the 2 ist, Jourdan ought to 
have caused his leſt wing to rejoin him the day before. 
This would have brought his force nearer to equality, 
and might, perhaps, have prevented his defeat. The 
Archduke took advantage of Jourdan's fault, with no 
less ability than promptitude, and made him repent 
before he had time to repair it. Jourdan, indeed, 
seems to have been Sensible of this himself, for in the 
memoir which he published a few months after, in 
justification of his own conduct, he laboured to pal- 
liate his error, and to lay the blame upon other per- 
sons, and unforeseen events. 

This General, well assured from the position the 
Austrians had taken upon his right, that it was their 
intention to attack him on the morrow, found that 
his post was not so secure as to warrant him waiting 

for 
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for them in it, and therefore retiring in the night he. 


tween the 215st and 22d towards Stockach, he there 


fixed his head- quarters; the right of his army being 


upon the lake of Constance, near Bodman, and 
his left upon the Danube, near Fridingen. Al- 
though this position was the narrowest he could take 
to command at once the shores of the lake, and the 
banks of the river, yet Jourdan did not think it 
advantageous for a battle; therefore, quitting it the 


day after, and again retiring, he established his right 


at Hohen-Tweil, his centre in front of Engen, where 
he had his head quarters, and his left upon the heights 
of Tuttlingen, near the Danube. The corps which 
was on the other side of that river, had at length | 
drawn nearer to the main body, and lay upon its 
flank near Fridingen. It may be seen that in this 
position the French army was now concentered, and 
that henceforward it could at once make use of all 
its force. | 
The Archduke's van-guard had pursued Jourdan ; 
that Prince followed it in person with the whole of 
his army, and took up his head-quarters at Pfullen- 
dorf, on the azad. The day after, he expelled the 
Republicans from the villages of Schwandorf and 
Steizlingen, and drove their advanced posts back 
e F 3 wichin 
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within a short distance of their principal position.— 
On the 24th, the Prince pushed his van- guard on to 
the very line of the enemy, who were forced, with 
loss, from several posts upon their right and centre. 


Their left was vigorously attacked at the same time, 
by General Meerfeld, who dislodged it from Neu- 


hausen and Lyptingen, taking g pieces of cannon 


and about 100 men. This General was unable, 
however, to push on farther, and to carry the prin- 
cipal position at Tuttlingen, as he had designed; in 
it the French obstinately defended and maintained 
themselves. This contest was attended with the loss 


of some hundreds of men on both sides. On the 
same day (the 24th) the whole of the Austrian army 


had taken up a position in the rear of Stockach. 
Its right occupied the heights of Malsbiren, and ex- 
tended towards Nellemberg. The left was posted 
below the latter place, and spread itself almost to 
Wallenwies. However well chosen this position 
might be, yet it was not without its disadvantages, and 
was far from being secure, as the Danube, being 
nearer to the lake of Constance towards its source, 


than in the rest of its course, Jourdan could more | 


easily occupy the space lying between that river and 
the lake, than the Archduke, who, although obliged 
to 


8 


. 
to have a more extended front, was yet unable to 
turn his adversary, whilst the latter could easily turn 


the position of the Austrians. To remedy this 


defect, the Archduke placed two battalions and a 
regiment of cavalry upon the heights of Erperingen, 


These troops having before them an open country, 
. confined by mountains and marshes, were able to 
cover the left against the attempts of the French corps 


stationed in the vicinity of Bodman and Radopzell. 
The Prince, whose interest it was not to remove to 
any distance from the lake of Constance, but to 
retain the major part of his force near to that point, 
was not able to extend his right as far as the Danube. 
Placed as this wing was, there was danger of its being 
turned by the left of the French. To obviate this 
inconvenience, the Archduke, who had now no time 
to change his own position, wished to compel the 
enemy to quit theirs, and therefore ordered General 
Meerfeld to attack General St. C yr, on the 25th, and 
to endeavour to dislodge bim from Lyptingen, and 
to force him to repass the Danube. . 

 Whilkt the Archduke was employed in correcting 


| the unavoidable defects of his position, Jourdan was 


considering how he might take advantage of them.— 
All the efforts which that General and Massena had 
85 Fs auccessively 
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successively made, to effect a junction of their forces 
beyond the lake of Constance, had miscarried.— 
The ill success of the battle of the 2 ist, had much 
lessened Jourdan's means of attaining that com- 
mon object. Massena had unsuccessfully attempted 
to penetrate through the Voralberg on the 1 ith and 
12th, and had not been more fortunate in the last and 
great attack he had made on the 23d. There re- 


mained then, no other means of realizing the plan 


adopted for the campaign by the French, than to gain 
a decisive victory over the Archduke, and Jourdan 
determined to hazard a battle. The plan which he 
formed, was to bring his left against the right flank 
of the Austrians, in hopes, that they, seeing them- 


elves in danger of being turned, might weaken 


their centre, and thus enable him to break through 
it, and separate the Archduke from the lake of 


Constance. 5 
On this occasion Jourdan was the first in motion, 


and his army formed into three principal columns, 
directed upon Steizlingen, Aach and Lyptingen, 
arrived upon these three points of attack at break of 
day. The latter column, commanded by St. Cyr, 
and which had been reinforced by all the troops 
upon the leſt, began the action, overthre General 
| | Meerfeld's 


7. 
WE: 4 


8 


E 


| Meerfeld's van-guard, and pressed it so closely, that 


unable to resist, it was obliged to retire during several 


hours, and fall back as far the woods in front of 


Stockach. Whilst these things were passing upon 
their left, the French columns of the centre, and of 
the right, had attacked 'the van-guards of General 
Nauendorf and Prince Schautzenberg, the first co- 
lumn in the direction of Aach, and the second in that 
of Steizlingen. ; | 

The Archduke who had proceeded to reconnoitre 
the position of the enemy, and was then in the village 


of Aach, seeing that the attack became general, instant- 


ly made the best dispositions that the circumstances 
would admit. He ordered Generals Nauendorf and 
Schwartzemberg to retire slowly towards the left wing, 
still keeping up the engagement; caused some batta- 
lions and artillery to be placed upon the heights of 
Nellemberg, a central point, which he intended to 
make the principal support of his whole position; 
and set out himself with reinforcements drawn from 
that wing to assist the right, which the enemy were 
attacking on two sides with more than 20,000 men, 


while another column was endeavouring to turn it by 
by Meœskirch, and to cut off its communication with 
Pfullendorf. 


On 
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On that side fortune had decidely favoured the 
French since the beginning of the day, and victory 
seemed already within their gras. They had pene- 
trated to the extremity of the wood, and nothing 
farther remained to be done, but to dislodge the Aus- 
trians from some heights which they still occupied, 
The Archduke lost not a moment in extricating 
himself from 50 critical a situation. He caused the 
enemy to be attacked on the right and left sides of 
the road of Tuttlingen at the same time. The Prince 
of Furstemberg, whilst bravely conducting the second 
attack, in the midst of a most deadly fire, was killed 
by a grape shot, and Colonel Prince Anhalt Bern- 


burg was mortally wounded.— The Commanders 


were replaced by General Stupschiitz*, who was also 
wounded, and by Prince Anhalt Coethen, who, 
dismounting 


3 3 4 
——— 


* This General is one among the few officers who 
have made rapid fortunes in the Austrian service. Not 
15 years ago he was a Serjeant—he served on the staff of 
the army during the campaigns of 1793 and 1794, and 
was very actively employed in the latter, He was then 
made Colonel of the famous regiment of light horse of 
Kinsky, which has served so brilliantly during the whole 
course of the war. Itis well known, that two squadrons 
alone of this regiment, almost entirely destroyed a regi- 
ment of French Carabineers, at the battle of Arlon. 


E 


dismounting from his horse, offered to lead the in- 


fantry to the charge. The excellence of the new 
dispositions made by the Archduke, and the heroism 
of some regiments, stopped for a while the progress 
of the French, who retreated occasionally, only 
however, to return with additional fury to the charge. 
The infantry, of the two armies, struggled a long 
time with unspeakable obstinacy, and the carnage 
was great on both sides: still, however, did victory 
remain undecided. The Archduke resolving to secure 
it, caused some battalions of grenadiers, which had 
just arrived from the left wing, to make a last attack 
upon the left of the Tuttlingen road. These bat- 
talions advancing through a shower of grape- shot, to 
the point of the wood occupied by the French, took 
them in flank, and made a demi-brigade prisoner.— 
This well-timed movement, executed with vigour, 
and supported by the co-operation of the other co- 
lumns already engaged with the enemy, decided the 
fortune of the day in favour of the Imperialists. In 
vain did several regiments of the enemy's cavalry 
make a tardy charge; they were received with intre- 
pidity by the grenadiers, and charged in their turn 
by two regiments of Imperial Cuirassiers, which put 
them to the rout, The French driven from the l 


wood, 


* 


676) 
wood, soon gave way on all sides, and were pur- 
sued upon the road to Lyptingen till night-fall. 
While thus victory was snatched, though with 
difficulty, from the centre of the Republican army, 
the column under the orders of General Vandamme, 
(detached on the left) which had advanced to Mœs- 
kirk, with the design of turning the right of the 
Austrians, and of seizing their reserve of artillery, 
had been vigorously repulsed by the Prince of Wir- 
temberg, after having possessed itself of the villages 
of Millingen and Dentwangen, and only escaped 
certain destruction by crossing the Danube, over the 
bridge of Sigmaringen. | | 


The right of the Republican army was not ultimately 


more successful.—it had begun by taking possession 
of the villages of Steizlingen and Lentzingen, but in 
spite of several vigorous attacks, made first upon Nel- 
lemberg, and again upon the village of Wallenwies, 
it could make no impression upon the Austrian po- 
sition, and was held in check the whole day, by 
General Staader, who commanded that wing of the 


1mperialists,—Night also put an end upon this point, 


to the battle which had lasted along the whole line 

from break of day, with' unexampled obstinacy, and 
great loss to each of the armies, —The night was passed 
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on both sides nearly upon the same ground which 
had been occupied before the battle. Upon this cir- 


cumstance Jourdan founded the pretention, not only, 


that he had not been defeated, but that he had in fact 


gained the battle. With the same effrontery, he as- 
serted that the Austrians had lost 4000 men, taken 


prisoners, and that, according to their own account, 


their loss in killed or wounded, amounted to 7000. 


The Austrians did not, nor could not make any such 
avowal. They estimated their loss at gooo killed, 
wounded, or made prisoners. If it should be thought 
more considerable than this, it cannot however be 


supposed to have exceeded 4500. That of the 


French, which Jourdan stated at no more than 3000 


killed, wounded, and missing, certainly amounted 
to double that number. | 

Whether it was, that Jourdan still retained a 
hope of being able to force the Archduke's po- 
sition, or, (as is more. probable) that he wished 
to disguise his defeat, by continuing to act on the 
offensive, he again attacked before break of day, 
the right of the Imperialists on the 26th, near 
Wallenwies, and on the side of Radopzell; his 
efforts to make himself master of the first of these 


places 


(FJ 
places were reiterated, but constantly proved un- 
successful. 

Seeing all his projects frustrated, having been 
twice beaten in the space of five days, and finding 
himself unable to resist the attacks which might be 
expected from the Archduke, Jourdan commenced 
his retreat in the night, between the 26th and 27th. 
He retired upon his right, by Singen, Engen, and 
Hitzingen; upon his left to the other side of the 
Danube by Tuttlingen; and on the 27th, placed his 
head quarters at Villingen. The brigade which had 
been drawn from the army of Massena, repassed 
the Rhine at Schaff hausen, leaving however, a 
small corps of observation in front of that town. 
The advanced posts it had pushed upon the eastern 
shore of the lake of Constance, had not time to 
rejoin it, and were cut off by the Austrians. The 
right went to occupy the valley of Hell, the centre 
that of Kinche. The left marched back from the 
Danube to the Necker, and took post first at 
Rothweil and Oberndort, and then at Dornheim 
and Freydenstadt, The head quarters were fixed 
at Hornberg: the artillery and baggage had already 
been sent to the rear of the amy; part returned 


ON 


(29) 


on the other side of the Rhine, the rest went to 

Gengembach and Offemburg. | 
The Archduke occupied the places abandoned 
by the French army, and after having had his head 
quarters during the march at Lyptingen and at 
Engen, he fixed them at Stockach. That Prince 
caused the French army to be followed and ob- 
served by his troops, but did not attempt to dislodge 
it immediately from the position it had taken in 
the defiles of the Black Forest, hoping that he might 
be able to compel it to retire without the hazard 
of fresh battles. The situation of the French in 
Switzerland, forbade him to withdraw from the 
Rhine and the lake of Constance, and he 
besides expected to receive the assistance of a 
fresh corps of Austrians, General Sztaray who 
had quitted the frontiers of Franconia about the 
middle of March, with nearly 15,000 men, had 
advanced upon the leſt bank of the Danube, 
to make head against the French troops in 
chose parts, and oppose the army of observation 
in case it should advance either into Fran- 
conia or Suabia. The promptitude with which 
the Archduke Charles and Jourdan, had come 
to action as soon as they found themselves 
m 


( 8 ) 
in presence of each other, prevented General Sztaray 
from arriving in time to participate in the successes 
of the Prince; but, having rapidly traversed the 
country of  Aichstadt and Donauwert, and that 
part of Suabia which lies between the Necker 
and the Danube; he arrived upon the frontiers of 
the Duchy of Wirtemberg by the end of March, 
and joined the troops detached on his right by 
the Archduke. This reinforcement enabled the 
Prince to operate against the French army, without 
drawing his troops from the banks of the Rhine, 
and he arranged a plan of attack or rather of ma- 
nœuvre, to force it to abandon the defiles of 
the Black Forest.—Whils: General Sztaray was 
making dispositions in the Duchy of Wirtemberg 
against the leſt of the enemy; strong advanced 
guards were pushed forward into the vallies of Hell 
and Kintzing. The French. finding themselves 
closely pressed by the enemies posts, advanced 
on the goth, and attacked with vigour near Alpiers- 
bach, Treyberg, and Turwangen. To prevent 
them from extending beyond the debouches of the 
Black Forest, the Archduke sent reinforcements to 
all the points most exposed; and the day alter, 
the French were attacked and beaten in the val- 
*  M lies 
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| lies of the Necker, of the Kintzing, and of Hell. 
They were at the same time driven into the town 
of Schaffhausen, near Which the: Austrians esta 
blished their out posts. The French burnt the 
bridges of Stein and a "9 revived; to 
the —— (lab, 
<a re ri the ane of 
4 5 by two successive defeats, the approach- 
ing departure of that General for Paris, which 
was now announced; and the misunderstanding that 
existed between him and the inferior Generals; had 
occasioned such disorder and negligence in the 
defensive arrangements of the Republicans, that 
the Austrians surprised their camp near Friedberg 
in broad day on the . gd of April, and would 
quarters, had not Ernouf chief of the _ Staff, 
hastily assembled some troops.“ This alarm 
vor. 1% e e x0 ee e, and 
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from whence he proceeded to Patis for the te-establish- 
ment of his health. There hie attributed his defeats to 
the Generals serving under him. But, it was 80 ge- 
nerally thought, that they were to be imputed to him- 
self, that he was stript of che command of the army. 
For this he took his revenge, by devoting himelt more 
and more to the Jacobins, the common resource of the 
Republican Malcontents, 
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Geh was not wisbed to draw the attention” '& 
the reader from the —— ee nn 
or date Obserhadshsl d 0 e, ory e oro! 
ever Aspang ssüs it s result "oO to the 
French, it dees Het appear” that 'any blame can 
de thrown" upon their General. His dispocitions 
for that day, were more ably plarmed than those 
for 1 che fault he had 
mittel in the former” engagement, and made an 
able use of that part of his left, which had been 
deut on the other side of the Danube! His' po- 
sition behind Stockach was well chow; * 4— 
of — vigourbusly exec 
Victory Teaned © to" "his" ade, from””'s Sp 
in the” mSraing "Hill 2 in che afterfbon; ane 
ban not the Arch a been pose 
nuch Frmness and inttepidiey, and Had hot Tis 
| wed him to take sd myth apon 
bim, e wolle have ördeted u retreat! 
private information is to be felied bn, the 
Prince received such an advice; but to is Hamortat 
bonbur, r, and the great advantage of Elirope, bete. 
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Sztaray's corps consisted of between 25 and g0,000 
men? that each Austrian battalion in the field was 
12, 00 strong, and each squadron 200 P that at dhe 
battle of Maubeuge, Prince Coburg had 6, ooo 
men —and a hundred other similar absurdities. 


The General seems to have been ignorant, that 
to obtain belief, there must be truth or plausi- 
bihty at least, and that to attempt to prove too 
ee en ne en 1 
chat the force entrusted to him was totally insuf- 
ficient, and Secondly, that he was by no means 
vell seconded. Every one indeed would have 
agreed with him, "that if, instead of the whole army | 
of observation being ; left unemployed in the Pala- 
tinate, it had been advanced to the Danub 
as to form his left, — have concen- 
trated his entire force between that river and the 
lake of Constance, and affairs might have taken 
a. different turn, He could not wih à good grace 
vever, attribute the issue of the battle of Stockach, 
| w * dixtance at viinh that amy vas removed, 
or 
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or % any preceding cause, since it was himecif 
who gave the batile; .since he might have avoided 
it by retring to the Black Mountains; and 
him to beat the Austrians. In a short accoun 
which be publiahefl of that affair, a ſew days 


after it had taken place, he seemed to attribute his 


cavalry, who did not make a charge at the üme, 
and upon che point, be was ordered.“ We are 
ignorant how far eee eee fac 
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Mm e! , This General Was __ _ his, command by Jour: 


dan, a few days after the battle of Stockach. He was 


— doring the court" of the cartipaign, Ware 
party:which brought about, a reyolution ia the | 


on the 18th of June lle was born of a noble famil Y 
and served before the evolution in 4 regiment of h hor £ 
Chasseurs, 
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last resource of the Archduke, he nnn 
have lost the De bp i DH¹NE,EHũ 
N 2 


ent conduct of the French. Ce 

is not 50 free from. blame, as that on the | 2gth. 
ls army had not been so completely xouted, nor 
vent him from posting it strongly at the mouths 
of the. defiles of the Black Forest, here with skill 
and prudence, he could have defended himself cil 
forcements coming from the interior. He might 
the more easily have maintained himself, ee 
woa u at least, in this position, as Sy 


fumly secured his right on. that. zide, kept up a 
close communication with Massena, and have, oc- 
casionally been assisted by him. In this case the 
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Jourdan ſrom ihe southern part of the Black Foxest, 
without, laying open his flank io Maszena, nor 
col d he have dared 0 invade Switzerland, far 
fear of immeckaigly: having the, French army of 
che Rhine. in his rear. Jourdan in his pamp 

mated, that such were his projects. after the barle 
of, Sieckach. * ane facility wich which the Aust- 
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rlans- paniieated. 5h did duy ef Lis departure; even 
beyond bis head quarters, proves _ _ _ "rin 


A were not buch as circumstances de- 


es better acquainted” with tacties than any 
Republican General. If one could be induced 
to believe this, it must be more from the opinion 
of Pichegru, than from the eampaigns made by 
Jaurdan. Military merit, there undoubtedly is, 
in not having lost the batile of Maubeuge, and in 
having won that of Fleurus, but the honour it re- 


Hects/ upon him is almost entirely done away by 


his dbameful retreat in 2795, 96, and 99. He is 
very fur from having shewn that unshaken firmness, 
that presence of mind, and that sagacity and pru- 
dence which are 80 highly necessary to make head 
against an enemy either victorious or superior in 
number. Dismayed by defeat," be thinks every thing 
Jost, when all is not gained.—The art of retreating, 
and. of "carrying on! a deſen ve war, is dhe mon 
ifficult- and the most useful part "in" tactics 

. The retreats of armies, (ays niz che this row 
« difficult operations in war. This part of the 
science includes all the rest. To make a good 
* # Tehran marches, tactics the . of rivers, 
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66 


4 and e must be thoroughly” 
fte commander must be very skilful and fertile in 
devices. It follows, fromthese maxims, laid down by 
one of the greatest masters of the art, that a man, who 
has shewn so much aukwardness in three "retteaty, 
cannot be very deeply skilled in tactics; as it also 
follows, that those Generals are above medibcrity | 
who have shewn ability in this part or war, which is 
the real touchstone of military skill. © Without seek- 
ing for examples anteriour to the present war, it is 
well known that Marshal Clerfayt 1s indebted to his 
incomparable' retreat in 1793, for EW rank” al. 
lowed him amongst the best Generals of the second 
order. The retreat made by General Wartensleben 
also, in 1796, procired kim a certain degree of 
military reputation; and it is chiefly by operations 
of this nature, that Moreau has attained thar cxtima- 
ton in which ek now held in France, e 
The Archduke who knew bow to conquer at 
Stockach, also knew what is, perhaps, more difficult 
and more honourable, how to set proper bounds to 
the desire of profiting by his victory. He did not 
endeavour immediately to drive the French army to 
the other side of the Rhine, but remained with the 
greater part of his force near the lake of Constance, 
ä neben 
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rightly judging, that if he abandoned that point, and 
advanced into the Brisgau, his left and rear would 
bee to the in of Massena. He sacri- 
fioed the ple go. of driving a vanquished enemy 
to considerations more weighty, 
as well as wore worthy of him.—All his thoughts 
were now. bent upon dhe invesion of Switzerland. 
The French had made that country a kind of strong 
hold, from whence they intended to. fall upon Ger- 
many. It vas, to drive them from it, to be 
able in turn to menace their own country.  Switzer- 
land was a  two-edged Sword, which, could be made 
use of either against France or Ge: Prince 
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__ The ume that Flapsed before he could | execute it, 
permits us 10 look back upon the central war, which 
was — on in the, country of the Gr 
upon the frontiers of the Tyrol. Cs ttm | 
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Adige, of which they already possessed the upper 


parts. Their operations were in concert with those 
of Jourdan, and while he attempted to penetrate 
into the Tyrol through Suabia, they were to attempt 
to enter it from the country of the Grisons.— That 
this plan might be compleatly ex | i was abgo- 
lately necessary that Massena $hould drive the 
Austrians from the Voralberg, and therefore not- 
withstanding the bad success which bad attended his 
former attacks, he determined to renew them. The 
moment was favourable ;. for the progress of Jour- 
dan's right wing, on the. lake of Constance, having 
threatened: the communication betwixt the armies of 


: 3a 


the Archduke and General Hotze, ' the latter had 


marched on the 218 with 10,000 men towards Bre- 
gentz and Lindau, and had left at Feldkirch only 


about 6000 regulars, supported, however, by: some 
companies of Tyrolese Volunteers, and Peasants from 


22d, General Oudinot seized upon a height, which 
flanked the left of the position of Feldkirch, and 
endeavoured to establish a battery upon it. The 


Austrian artillery rendered that impossible, and 
General Jellachich, who commanded there, having 


0 


attacked him sword in hand, 2 . " the 
2 which he had occupied. 

Determined to risk as to make himself 
master of Feldkirch, which may be considered as the 
key of che Tyrol, Massena renewed the attack in 


person, next day, with the brigade of General Oudi- 


not, reinforced with 6000 grenadiers, the flower of 
the army. This zuperiority of force enabled him to 
attack, at the same time, and on every side, the 
poition of Feldkirch, but was insufficient for put- 
ting bim in possession of it. After a very bloody 
and Obstinate battle, which lasted all the day, he was 
not only obliged to relinquiah the attempt, but to 
repass the Rhine with the loss of 3000 men, in killed, 
wounded; and prisoners. The Austrians, who had 
the Rhine after this affair, upon which the success of 
the campaign had in a great measure depended ; 
while General Oudinot took post at Rheineck, and 


Massena entrenched himself on the other side of the 


ver, having his head-· quarters at Chur. Th 
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ar 1 Ehiz\Genaiat-ngbinginvivain, and-forthe ast time, 
made every effort to penetrate into the north of the 
Tyrol, it became so much the more necessary that 
his right wing should be able to force its way into the 
west of that province. In consequence 1 

solles a to whom some days of inaction 
had dies time to concert their offensive measures, 
marched, the former on the atzth, towards Munster 
and Taufers, and the latter on the 26th, against the 
post of St. Martinsbruck. Both of them were com- 
pletely successful; for, the Austrians attacked on the 
right. from the Innthal, and upon the leſt from the 
Munsterthal, by superior forces, and turned at the 
same me by a French column, vhich had got upon 
their / rear, after having crossed ouer mountains 
covered with snom, full of precipices, and considered 
impassable, could not, by the most vigorous fexist- 
ance, maintain any part of their line, or even effect 
their retreat. The n . of them ſell into the 
mitt Horb, 4:1 h¹¹ẽ,j 


FG 8 TY — 1 n 


T e. TIT . 9 
Which ad hardly bern ets Pro an to him, His pane- 
gyrist probably had them in view, when he said, that 
Massena had appreciated the value of the post of Feld- 
Airch. It must be acknowledged that be had taken some 
pains to appreciate it, for his knowledge cost him between 
4 and 53000 men, in the three attacks Which he made 
upon it. 


C 
hands of the enemy; the rest escaped across lhe 
mountains. On the 26th, Lecourbe was master of 
Nauders, and Dessolles of Glurens, which last place 
vas reduced to ashes. According to the report of 
MNMassena, the result of these different affairs was 1000 
men killed and wounded, and 7000 prisoners, with 
25 pieces of cannon. Though the truth of this ac- 
count cannot be admitted, yet the loss of the 


Austrians must be stated upon the whole, to have 


been at least 3500 men. It was with much diff 
those parts, could force his way back to Burgeiss.— 
Thus it is seen, that on the same day chat the French 


were eee eee were ee cheir re- 
venge in the Tyrol. | y | 


These successes, which bd 4 F rench mas- 
ters of two of the principal entrances of ie Tyrol, 
occasioned great alarm in that province, the south of 
which was threatened at che same time by the French 
army; in Italy. General Bellegarde, who had with 
him 4 body of reserve ready to act wherever ii 
might be most wantet 
the Winstchgau, which was the point most threatened 
But this reinforcement-not-being sufficient to sceure 
the a of the Tyrol, the faithful inhabitants of that 

2 Austrian 


immediately marehed into 


„ Ag AL. my 


R 4 amo 


of} 
mass, and the companies of volunteer rangers already 
all sides, and repaired to the different places where 
they had been desired ta axemble. 
The difficulties of che en and of the country, 
gress in.the two vallies, by which they had penetrated. 
dek, and on the other, a little beyond Glurenz, 
These were the limits of their conquests. The re- 
inforcements which were marching against them, . the 
arming of the inhabitants of the Tyrol, the, scarcity 
of provisions, and above all, the defeats experienced 
at the same time by Jourdan, in Suabia, and S. 
in Italy, did not permit the army of Massena, + 
formed the centre of the vast line occupied by the 
French, to; push runde, while the: two wings were 
to penetrate into the valley of Munster, upon the rear 
and thus entirely to cut off his 


retreat. Th induced him eee the night 
1 5 between 


K 
- 
8 
4 
"ot 
8 
5 
* 
4 
* 
4 
1 
1 
%* 
Es 
N 
* 
A* > 
Es 32 
* 

a. 
Ss: 
FX 

2; 

Wa 

8 
5 þ 
* 
* 
* 


— 


J 2 af 7 * 


ood x 


9" $* 
4 * 


e 
4 


— 


ky o o b 
- 5 er — 3 nd — ks 5 — 4 L i 1 
= 8 eee INIT 
* — — — 2 3 nr 32 „inn IE an. 
PTT. I 3 1 4 EEO IS: 


N 


S I — - . 
W — 
Das ESE 2 Cy a 
ar - $$ 4 8 y 1 


r 
„ 
ah n 


N * 


Wi 

between the goth and $18, the pos of Mals and 
Glurenz, and to fall back on Taufers and Ste. Marie, 
was entrenching himself in the valley of Munster, did 
not chuse to give him time to establish himself in a 
position, from which he could at any time penetrate 
into Tyrol. Having, therefore, got together a body 
of troops superior to that of the enemy, he marched 
against them on the 4th, at break of day. The co- 
men e den e col which 


9 


its ground, ga very heavy fire of 
y aud amen urn t which/they'were/exporcd. 


The Austrians met with more resistance upon the 


_ Bight; the” enemy being advantageously entrenched 


behind 0 old be e , their N 


— arrived in whe Intent? he malüpled 
forced them to fall back, first upon Taufers, and 
chen towards Munster, where they again made a stand 
for a long timie; but they were at last dislodged 
from it, and retired; some towards Bormio, but the 


vol. 111. H stopped 


the right flank of the French, and kept 
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they vigarously. repulsed them. This success was, 


however, of bort duration for, all che troops of 
which had followed the French, they en them 
anew, and put them finally to the rout... 
The French lost g pieces of cannon, 3 
e prisoners, besides A great number of killed 
boch sides. There were few officers, either Austrians 
chief of Lecourbe's staff, who _ _— prisoner, 
and afterwards died of his wounds. Nat bild 
The result of this day's action, which: han 


 endeared him 10 the inhabitants of the Tyrol, did 


the:goth a small check near Lendeck, to keep his 
Position in the valley of the Inn.—He therefore fell 
back towards St. Martinsbruck, but the 'Fyrolese 
posts, near thiat place, be was obliged 10 retire stil 


< 99 


The short stay of the French in that country, was 
marked by the most horrid excesses. They profaned 
the churches, insulted the women, distressed the in- 
habitants in general, by every of bad treatment, 
wasted the fields, pillaged the houses, and even re- 
duced several villages to ashes. They meant to 
punisb, but only augmented the . attachment of the 
Tyrolese, for their lav ful sovereign, and the hated 
which they had worn to the French name. 
The retreat of Generals Lecourbe and Desolles, 
the bad season, and above all the defeats which: the 
French had met in Germany and in Italy, leſt no 


longer any fears for the Tyrol, and therefore General 


Bellegarde thought less of regaining the country of 
the Grisons by force of arms, than of promoting the 
suecess of operations Which would force the: French 


to evacuate it; or at least would render an attack on 


it much easier. The Austrian army, in Ttaly, had 
already begun that brilliant career of victory, which 

has rendered the campaigh of 1799 80 famous. 
The formidable line of the French on the Mincio, 


had just been broken, and the Superiority” of the 


Austrians, which was soon to be augmented by the 


bg it in their power to attempt 
| H 2 every 


further, and entireh to evacuate the Tyrol— 
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5 
every thing in the plains of Lombardy.—Nothing 
could stop their progress, but the French continuing 
in possession of the Valteline, and that part of the 
Upper Alps, which commands the Bressan and the 
Bergamasc.— So long as they were masters of the 
passages of these mountains, they could send rein- 
forcements to their army in Italy, or attack in flank, 
and with advantage, that of the Austrians. The po- 
sition of the corps of General Bellegarde, naturally 
made it fall to his share to remove these obstacles 
and he destined for that purpose a part of his troops 
which, from the state of things, could not be em- 
ployed elsewhere. He therefore detached three co- 
lumns, which under the orders of Generals Vukasso- 
wich and Aleaini, and of Colonel Strauch, were com- 
missioned to dislodge the French from the upper 
parts of the Bressan and of the Bergamass ;—in a 
word, from all the country. which lies between the 
lakes of Garda, Idro and Iseo. Their operations be- 
ing concerted with those of the army of Italy, belong 


more properly to the history of the campaign 


in that country, and therefore they shall not be 


detailed here, and will be subsequently considered, 
only under the relation which they bore to che = 


military events which took place in Switzerland. 
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Aker fifteen days of an inaction, which had been | 


| imitated by Lecourbe, and which was rendered ne- 
cessary by the snows which covered all the valley 
and passages of the Julian Alps, General Bellegarde 
resolved to attempt the attack of the country of the 
Grisons, in order more and more to facilitate and 
secure the progress of the Allies in Italy, and at the 


same time pave the way for the execution of the 


design s which they had formed against Switzerland. 
He therefore, on the 22d of April, sent several small 
columns to reconnoitre the passages on the frontiers 
of the Engadine and of the Bratagau.— Their move- 


ments were combined in such u manner as to enable 
them to unite and act offensively in case they could 


penetrate across the mountains. — But all the passages 
having been found impracticable, these different co- 


lumns, which had already alarmed the enemy on 


every side, were obliged to return to their former 
positions. One of them, composed of a. single bat · 
talion, which had been sent on the aist, in the 
evening, towards the Finba-joch, (the same mountain 
which had been climbed over about a month before 
by the column of the French General, Dessolles), 


not having received counter order 1 in time, continued 


to e in spite of the incredible difficulty af 
f H 3 the 
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the country. On the ad; in ihe morning, its ad- 
vanced guard fell in with the out- posts of the enemy, 
overpawered themy and imprudently followed them 
into the village of Manus. The French being there 
in force, repulsed, in their turn, the Austrians piquets. 
Major Schmidt, who commanded it, having come up 
with the rest of the battalion, there was for some time a 
very obstinate engagement in the village, which, how. 
ever, terminated entirely in favour of the French, from 
the arrival of one of their frech battalions.— The Aus- 
trians, worn out with fatigue, and opposed to thrice 
their number, were almost all made prisoners, among 
whom was Major Schmidt himself. This affair 
proves the extreme difficulty of any partial operation 
in a mountainous country, and how dangerous it is 
to undertake it, when e eee or no 
retreat secured. 1280 

This small check, but much more the CY 


state of the vallies, obliged General Bellegarde to 


delay the attack of the country of the Grisons, At 
first sight it appears surprising, that that General 
should not think it possible to carry on operations in 
the end of March, in the same country which Le- 
courbe had over-· run a month before. This re- 


- of 


(208) 
of activity on the part of the French, vanishes when 
it is known, that though the season is more rigorous 
in February than in March, | yet. the passages of the 
Alps are more practicable in that month than in the 
following; for the more intense cold renders the snow 
more compact, and much more easy to be traveried. 
Whereas, when the cold decreases, and à kind of 
thaw commences, 'the'snows heaped on the sides of 
the mountains, no longer forming a solid mass, 
tumble into the vallies and fill them up.— The un- 
ſortunate travellers, who at such a time are in the 
paths of the Alps, run a risk of losing their way, or 
of even being buried under the snow. — The least 
movement, or even the smallest noise, is sufficient 
to detach these enormous masses of snow, called 
Avalanches, which in an instant cover over the val. 
lies to an immense depth. — This danger is so real, 
and 50 well known to the Muleteers, who carry: on 
the trade between Switzerland and Germany, that 
they never neglect to take off the bells which their 
mules commonly carry, on the first appearance of 
thaw, their noise being sufficient to occasion ibese 
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of his troops during the rest of the campaign, a 
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Proclamation of the Archduke Charles to the People 
of Switzerland —Object of that. Proclamation— 
Unfortunate situation of the inhabitants of that 
countyy Ins urrections occasioned by the Law, for 

forced enrolments. Capture of the town of Schaff- 
lausen, and of Petershausen by the Austrians— 
 Magzena is named Commander in Chief of the 
armies of Switzerland, of the Danube, and of 

Observation Situation and force of his army, 

and of that of the Archduke at the end of April 
— Breaking up of the congress at Rastadt. 


FTER having frustrated the offensive projects 
campaign of the French Generals, the Archduke 
Charles gave his first attentions, to secure Suabia 
from a new invasion, by a well chosen chain of 
posts all along the valley of the Rhine to near 
the Necker ; to form magazines for the subsistance 
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measure which the season, and the stay of the French 
in Suabia had rendered very difficult, and finally to 
direct all his military powers towards the invasion of 
Switzerland, an object, which his own successes in 
Germany, and those of General Kray in Italy, 
allowed him to attempt. He had already taken 


measures to prepare the minds of the inhabitants, 


scarcely were his troops arrived upon the 
frontiers of the canton of Schaff hausen, When he 
addressed on the goth of March, E 
Proclamation to the Swiss. A 

«After two complete ' victories bunt: over 
the French Army, which, without a declaration 
& of war, had advanced from its positions, and 
committed hostilities on all sides; the troops 
c under my command are about to enter the Swiss 
4 territory, not to make war upon the people of 


« friendly, but to pursue the common enemy, 


& 80” much bravery to defend your liberty, and 


“ your independence; and whose superiority of 


numbers alone, could have reduced you to that 
MG rr eh a your feel so deeply; arid 
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4 which has We nnn called 1 
6 resentnent. rr baud | 
|» Gong te means h eee | 
% keep you in subjection and dependence, they 
6 have endeavoured to make you believe, that 
« the Imperial and Royal Court had formed some 


project of dismemberment, or had some other 

* views upon Switzerland. They endeavour also 
* to alarm you by spreading reports, that you 
% would be subject to be harrassed and pillaged 
« by the Imperial troops. I therefore think it 
* right to declare solemnly to all the people of 
„Switzerland, that his Imperial Majesty in con- 
50 formity to the assurances he has always given to 
5. the Helvetic League, of bis dispositions of con- 
* cstaney and good neighbourhood, is firmly 
&« determined to preserve with them those ancient 
C friendly connections, and also, that his Imperial 
« Majesty has no other object, but to contribute 
as a good neighbour, to preserving to Switzerland 
* her ca e her aj abs and OY 


& sessions. 


On my 5 1 expect with . 
the troops under my orders, whose entry into 
„ Switzerland is occasioned by known events, will 

& be 


( 107 ) 
4 be treated in a friendly manner, and assisted by 
5 all those members of the Helvetic League, who 


6 have the good of their country at heart; and 


e that the people of Switzerland will carefully 
& avoid every thing which might augment the ca- 
&lamities of war. Among the good effects which 
( zuch a conduct will ensure to Switzerland, may 
& which have been extorted by hostile views and 


„ by violence, and the restoration of the relations 


6 of commerce, and of communication between 
“ Germany and Switzerland.“ 

This ec it _—_ be obterre, en 
word as the circumstances required. It is to be be- 
lieved, that it was to be dictated by Prince Charles, 


and that the transgressions made on it aſterwards, 


Sible object of this address, was. to destroy the ef. 


ſect of the absurd views, which the French had 


never ceased to attribute to the Austrians, and by 
which they endeavoured, and in some degree suc- 
ceeded to revive the former hatred of the Swiss 
against them; but it had likewise the more secret 


object of exciting insurrections among the inhabi- 
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tants of Switzerland, and of breventing 
ing in favour of the French. These unfortunate 


mountaineers, had only these two lines of conduct 
in their choice. Subjected to the will of the French 


Government, and to the Bayonets of Massena, the 
Helvetic directory, and their two councils had 


decreed an immediate levy of a corps of 18, oo 


men. It was not to be expected, that the ma- 
jority of a people who not above à year | before, 
had fought to oppose the entry of the French into 
their country, would now exert themselves to enable 
them to keep possession of it; that men from 


bam they had wrested their liberty, whose pro- 


perties they had wasted, hose habitations they had 
burnt, would arm to confirm their slavery, and 
defend their oppressors; that these men should 

5 Ni ; E n A t be 


! . 1 1 > ew. * 3 N 3 " KA 
„ 4 OS TS 2 oY : ; = 
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It never amounted to 6000/who were commanded 
by General Keller, Part of the Swiss regiments in 
the service of Sardinia, were after the expulsion of the 
King, taken into the pay of the Helvetic Government, 
which has pretended: to have furnished in one way ot 


other 30,000. auxiliary troops to the French, but these 


latter have alledged, that they never amounted to 10,000, 


and it is doubiful if even that number appeared i in che 
_ ranks of the French army. a 


* 


(wg) 


massacred so many of their countrymen, their re- 
lations, and friends. None could form such an 
expectation but the French Government, accustomed 


as it had been since the time of Roberspierre to 


make its depotism be supported by those who de- 


tested it, and to oblige the victims to become the 


defenders of their tyrants. Twelve months of ser- 
vitude, had not yet extinguished the love of liberty 
in the hearts of the Swiss. The French had not 
yet had time to substitute in the room of the 
strong passions of | hatred and vengtance, the in 
difference and cowardice which follow corruption. 
Scarcehy had the law: for forced enrolments been 
proclaimed, when insurrections broke out in several 


cantons, and particularly in the smaller ones, in 


which the French had not been able to establish their 
dominion, 80 firmly as in those which lie nearer France. 
The opposition to that self. destruetive measure ma- 
niſested itself wich more violence in the Valais than 
in any other part of Switzerland. 
This state of things, with the consequences that 
might ensue, did not however discourage the French 


despots. They proposed to the Helvetic Directory to 


declare war against the Emperor, but the cohncils harl 
= 2 | sufficient 
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ruſficient courage an luis dom to reject their propozal, 
though it was several times pressed upon them. They, 


eee of all the married under go. 
The punishment of death was enacted against who- 


ever should refuse to enroll themselves, or who 


words or actions; and the national troops, which 
were at the disposal of the Helvetic Directory, were 
people who had enjoyed liberty for ages. A vast 
number of persons were arrested in the principal 
towns, and that of Berne was put in a state of Siege.— 


and sword: through Switzerland, left to the miserable 


inhabitants no other alternative than that of fighting 
against their countrymen, . * who came 
as their deliver ere. I 
Such was the state of W ah the eee 
! his intention of entering Switzerland. He 
flattered bimself that a people, forced into arms, 
rather than defend their tyrants, would rise to shake 
off their-yoke ; and that che great. difficulties Which 


the conquest of Switzerland presented would in 


part 


(464). 
part be removed by the union of the good wishes 
and efforts of its inhabitants. The season, the posi- 
tions which the French still occupied in the coumry 
of the Grisons, the intrigues of the Court of 


N 


Vienna, and the disordered state of the, Archduke's 


health did not yet permit that prince to begin the 
invasion of Switzerland; but to give more effect to 
bis declaration, and like wise to improve his military 


situation, he-resolved to get possession of the town 


of Schaffhausen, and to force the, French, in these 


parts, to, .xetire . enigy p. Saleh, "05 e 
Rhine. 

On the pig a part gane eee which 
was commanded by General Nauendorf, forced; back 
into Schaff hausen the piquets which the French had 
before that town, and summoned the Commander to 
evacuate it.— He having refused to comply, within 
the helf bour which had been allowed him, and scem- 
ing to wish to gain time, General Baillet, (brother to 
trusted, broke open the gates with his cannon, and 
at the same time directed a cannonade against the 


bridge and posts occupied by che enemy on the leſt 


bank — The French, attacked by 'soperior forces 
were driven from, s eet to 8treet, and were forced to 
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repass the Rhine after a resistance, which cost them 


some hundred men, in killed, wounded, and taken 
prisoners, besides 17 pieces of cannon.— On their 
retreat they burned the famous bridge of Schaff. 
hausen“, a monument of untaught genius and human 
industry, respected by the Swiss, admired by all 
travellers, and the loss of which is much to be la- 


mented. Though the laws of war warranted the 


French, and though their saſety required, that they 
should deprive the Austrians of any means of pas: 
sing to the left” bank, it must be remarked, that 
they might have contented themselves with breaking 
down the bridge in such a manner that the Austrians 
could not make use of it, and that it might have been 


afterwards repaired. —In burning it, they acted like 


Barbarians, and gave a fresh proof of the little regard 


Which they pay to every thing that is either honour- 


able, usefut, or dear, to the nations of which they 
call themselves the friends and protectors.— The 
tc wn of Schaff hausen did not suffer in any way 
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* It a was built by a common 
carpenter, f, tbe. Canton of. Appenzel, called Ultie 
Grubenman,—lt was entirely of wood, and had but two 
arches,” * te Rhine in"that part is neuf 495" feet 
broad. * 
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from the attack, or from the arrival of the Austrians. 
they acted like deliverers, and had proposed to the 
French a capitulation, by which the bridge would 
have been spared, but which was refused. This 
affair occasioned an action, which with many others, 
less known, proves that the Austrian soldier, of all 
others perhaps, the most fit for every kind of war, 


notwithstanding the national phlegm, and the severity 
of the discipline, is as susceptible as any other, of 
that enthusiastic bravery which French Generals so 
loudly proclaim to be the exclusive merit of their 
soldiers. : 

A private, of the W of _— Swam 
across the Rhine, under a dreadful fire from both 


banks, and disengaged two' large boats from the left 
side, which he brought into the middle of the river, 
where the current forced them down against the 


bridge with which they were burned. Obliged to 


return from whence he set out, the same soldier 
followed this time by another, crossed again to 
the leſt side and brought over safe several vessels. 


The example of these two men was followed by 
eighteen others of the same regiment, who brought 
off from the enemy all the boats which were on the 
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(114) : 
left side, a service of some importance, which pro- 
cured to the first soldier the golden medal, and the 
silver one to his first assistants. This fact leads us 
to remark the good effects which the institution of 
these medals has had in the Austrian army. They 
are the objects of the ambition of the soldiers, as the 
cross of Maria Theresa is that of the.officers. There 


is no engagement in which the double desire of 


honour and of profit, does not produce some bril. 
liant action, (for every soldier who has the medal 
receives double pay, and every officer who obtains 
the cross, has a pension settled on him,) and there is 
no doubt that this powerful motive of emulation, 
which is wanting in most of the other armies of 
Europe, is one of the most effective causes of the 
constant valour and inalterable _— of che Austrian 
xoldiery.. | | 

The day after that in which th" town of Schaft- 


hausen fell into the hands of the Austrians, they 


drove the French from the small town of Petershau- | 
sen, situated opposite to Constance, upon the nar- 
rowest part of the Lake of that name. Some en- 


 trenchments which they had made there, were forced 


by General Piaseck; white the flotilla of gun- boats 
: 1 — fitted 


(uz) 
fitted out at Bregentz, and commanded by Colonel 
Williams,” aided his attack by their fire*.—Peters: 


hausen being taken, the French were summoned to 


evacuate Constance, but this post was too important, 


and they occupied it in too great a force to be induced 


by a mere summons to abandon it.— Their refusal 
was followed by a cannonade, which lasted some 
days, yet with no other effect than to injure the town, 
and to sink part of the boats which the French had 
assembled on the left bank of the lake. — The Aus- 
trians, having about the same time, got possession of 
the posts of Stein and of Eglisau, the Rhine, from 
Bregentz to Basle, became the Ine of division 85 
tween the two armies. | 

These events, with some skirmishes, of no im- 


portanee whatever, which took place in Suabia and 


on the banks of the Necker and of the Mein, where 
the ee to the number of some thousands, 
| : 2 . took 


1 K 
* 


1 
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* Colonel Williams, a native of-England, and first 
employed in the naval service of his country, entered into 
that of Austria, at the beginning of this war, He has been 
charged with setting up all the Flotillas which the dif- 


ferent operations of the war, have rendered necessary 


either upon the Rhine or upon the lakes of Garda, and of 
Constance.— This able and active officer, is at the head 
of the new Imperial marine, in the Adriatic Gulf- 
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took up arms against the French, about the middle 
of April, were the only military occurrences which 
took place in that month between the French armies 


of Germany and Switzerland, and that of the Arch- 
duke. It may be, and was greatly at the time, 


a matter of wonder, to see Prince Charles allow 
so many weeks to pass in complete inactivity z thus 


losing the advantage be might have derived from the 


favourable impressions his last victories had made on 
the minds of the soldiers and the people at large; 
damping the hopes the Swiss had indulged of their 
speedy deliverance, and the desire they felt to hasten 
it by their own efforts; and giving time to the French 
to strengthen themselves in their. positions, to en- 
crease the number, and revive the spirits of their 
soldiers, to repress and punish the insurrections that 


had broke out in Switzerland, and vould probably 


have become general; an inactivity in short, which 


prevented the result of the campaign from being 


what it was wished to be, and what i might cer- 

tainly have been. | 
Though the principal c: causes e 80 un 0 
at so critical a period too, interrupted the operations 
of the grand Imperial Army, were more of a poli- 
tical chan of a military nature, and rather private 
; | chan 


617 

than public though they originated more in the jea- 
lousy of some Generals, occasioned by the brilliant 
success of the Archduke, and in the contrast which 
existed between the frank and open views of that 
prince, and the mistaken, narrow, and crooked poli- 
tics, (to give them no worse appellations) of some 
members of the Austrian cabinet; although, in a 
word, the young prince had more formidable ene- 
mies at Vienna than at Paris, enemies so active, 
and, to the disgrace of the Imperial Court, so pow- 
erful, that it was at one time resolved to take from 
him the command of the army, and to put one of 
his brothers in his place: yet some military reasons 
justified, in part, the delay of the invasion of Svit- 
zerland. | 
In order that the Archduke might attempt it with | 
advantage, it was necessary that Generals Hotze 
and Bellegarde should again attack at the same time 
the southern part of that country; and it has been 
seen that till the end of April the season had made 
such a diversion totally impossible. Tbe conquest of 
Switzerland, already so difficult, owing to the very 
nature of the ground, and to the great number of 
French troops that covered it, was made still more 
arduous by the exhausted state of the * and 
I 3 the 


„„. 
* 
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ths! excessive Searcity of provisions; so that, con- 


trary to what commonly happens, the more nume- 
rous the attacking troops were to be, the more 
would be the obstacles which ue would have to en- 
counter. 

It is generally known that the inhabitants of Suit 


zerland depend in a great measure upon Germany 


for their grain and flour. The war had cut them | 


off from that source of supply, which indeed they 


were deprived of even before hostilities began. 
France and pans up to them that 


loss; and the residence of the French army, with the 


magazines ſormed on their account, had rendered 


every article of subsistence so scarce, that there 
hardly remained enough for the consumption of the 


inhabitants. It was besides to be expected that the 


French would completely forestall all the _ 


provisions in the countries more immediate 
posed, and that the Austrians would ee 


find in them the least quantity either of grain or forage. 


The Archduke therefore could not safely enter a 
country where be not only would find no means of 
zubsistence, but the inhabitants of which he would 
even be obliged to feed, until he had procured sup- 
_ * to W wants, and bad 


secured 
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secured constant and easy means of transporting 
them. During their stay, the French had consumed 
upon the spot, or carried off, the provisions; and all 
chat the Archduke could do, in the first moments, 
would have been to subsist his army. It became 
necessary to bring from Bavaria, and even from à 
Upon the other side of the lake of Constance te 
difficulties were still greater. Numerous bodies of 
troops had long been assembled in the Tyrol, and 
the heavy demands made upon it to provision the 
army of Italy had nearly exhausted all resources in 
the season and nature of the country rendered every 
mode of transporting them extremely slow and diffi- 
cult.—It will not be denied that these obstacles were 
sufficient to prevent the Archduke from attempting 
the invasion of Switzerland so soon as was hoped 
and expected by the public, which attends in war 
only to battles, and seems to forget that armies can- 
not move just -with the same expedition as single 
travellers: but it will likewise be remarked, that 
with activity, union, and zeal, and with proper pe- 
cuniary sacrifices, these obstactes-might have been 
- xemoved much sooner than they really were. 
„ | Massena 
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Massena remained as long and as completely in- 
active as the Austrians, but his motives were dif- 
ſerent. The defeats of the French in Germany 
and in Italy, had entirely destroyed their plan for 
the campaign. The vast chain of operations which 


they had concerted from the Necker to the Po, 


was broken, and the army of Massena, which was 


to be the central Pivot, had now enough to do to 


maintain itself in its position. Out- flanked on both 
sides, that army would have even been obliged to 
fall back, if the Rhine and the Alps which may 
be considered, the former as a ditch, and the latter 
as a rampart to Switzerland, had not rendered that 
country a sort of fortress, in which a siege might 
be sustained wich great hopes of success. Massena 


neglected nothing to put himself in a proper state 
of defence. After the fruitless attack which he 
had made on the 23d of March upon Feldkirch; 
he removed bis head quarters from Chur to Rhineck, 
from that to Constance, and so successively to all che 


principal towns on the banks of the Rhine. He 
carefully fortified all the advantageous ports which 


that River presents from its source to Basle, and 


connected the defence of them with that of the position 


occupied 


( 121 ) 
occupied by Lecourbe in the country of the 
Grisons. e 2 
Jourdan having, in consequence of his defeat 
at Stockach, lost the command of the army of 
the Danube, Massena was appointed first, ad in 
terim, and then finally, to the chief command of 


that army, which united with those of observation and 


of Switzerland, formed altogether but one under 
the name of the army of the Danube. Being thus 
invested with the full power of Generalissimo over 
all the French forces from the frontiers of the 
Tyrol and Italy, to the Palatinate; Massena re- 
| paired to Strasburg early in April, to regulate the 
organization and the movements of that great ma- 
chine. He leſt about gooo men at Manheim, 
placed two divisions in front of Kehl, lined the left 
bank of the river from Strasburg to Basle with 
some light troops, and marched two other divisions 


into Switzerland to encrease his force there, and to 
replace some troops which he had sent into Italy 
by the St. Gothard. On the 12th of April, he 


fixed his head quarters at Basle, as the central point 


of that long line which he had to defend. Such 


was the situation of military affairs in Germany and 
in Switzerland at the end of the month of April; 
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6122) 
at which time, a new campaign, if we may call it 
so, opened upon the whole theatre of the war. 
Massena had then from Manheim to the source 
of the Adige, about 100, ooo men, and the Arch- 
duke upon the same, but a less regular line, above 


| 210,000. 


It was from this time that the war took. a more 
decided character, and that all the hopes which the 


French Directory and some Princes of Germany, 


had founded upon the congress at Rastadt vaniched, 


The victories of the Archduke, had confirmed the 


deputation to the Empire in their wise resolution 
to refer to the Diet of Ratisbon, for an answer 
to the imperative notes of the French deputies. On 
the 7th of April, Count Metternich, tho Imperial 
Commissionary announced officially to the congress, 
that he had orders to quit it, to revoke all the con- 
cessions which had till that time been made by the 
Empire, but with the reserve, that they should not be 
valid till after being ratified by the Emperor, and to 
declare, that in consequence things should be con- 
sidered as being in the same state they were be. 
fore the opening of the congress. This declaration 


wich was soon followed by the departure of the 
Imperial commission, and of the greatest part of 


the 


( 123 ) 
the deputies of the Empire, gave a mortal blow 
to that ridiculous and fatal congress, the disgrace 
of Germany, and the sport of France.—The Ca- 
tastrophe of the 28th of April, which happened upon 
the French deputies leaving Radstat, is known to 
all the world. This event is of a nature too fo- 
reign to the object of this work, to be entered 


upon in detail, which, unless very long, would 


be incomplete. It will be sufficient to observe, that 
it did not make that impression upon the minds 
of the French, which the directory hoped for; nor 
did it render more effective or more popular the 
decrees which they had passed eleven days before, 
to make the military conscription general, and 
ensure the levy of 200,000 men, which had been 
decreed about the end of 1 798. ee 
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CHAP. VII. 


General situation of the Allies—Generals Hotze and 
Bellegarde combine a plan for a general attack upon 
tie country of the Grisons—The latter of these 
Generals takes pos5ession of the Upper and Lower 
Engadine, after several engagements The former 
Jails in an attack upon Luciensteig—He renews it 


35 thirteen days after, and i is completely uccessful—The 


French are entirely driven out of the country of the 
Grisons, and the Austrians take post upon the 1 fe 


bank of the Rhine—General Bellegarde goes to or 


punt with the army 9 27 ltaly. 


. French had not contented themselves in the 
beginning of this campaign, with tracing out a par- 
ticular plan for each of their three armies ; they had 
combined every partial operation, so as to make them 
conspire to the attainment of one common object. 
The case was now the same with the Austrians, who, 
after victory had suddenly enabled them to assume the 
offensive in ** and in Italy, found themselves 

obliged 


| ( 185 ) 
obliged to regulate each operation according to the 


whole of their position, giving the idea of a military 


manceuvre, in which the different corps advancing 


dependently on each other, would regulate, by their 
left, their march and direction. This js the foundation 


for what was said in a former chapter, that the Arch- 
duke ought not to have entered Switzerland before 
General Bellegarde had taken possession of the 
country of the Grisons, and that this General ought 
not to have commenced the attack before the Austrian 
army of Italy, and the corps detached from the 
Tyrol to act upon his right, had passed the Oglio, 
and out-flanked the Valteline. This progress had 
now been made by Marshal Swarrow's army in 
Italy; and towards the end of April, his right wing 
already had posts upon the lake of Como. The 
operations of General Bellegarde were, therefore, as 
much facilitated as was requisite on that side. It has 
been seen that he had wished to commence them 
: upon the 2 ist of the same month, but had met with 
insurmountable local impediments. . His inaction 


necessarily occasioning that of the Archduke, and the 
advantages which might be drawn from the campaign 


being in great measure lost, it was of the utmost im- 
portance not to delay an instant in compelling the 
| French 
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t 108 
French to evacuate the valley of the Engadine, and 
the heiphts which it separates. Although great ob- 
stacles were yet opposed by the season, Generals 
Hotze and Bellegarde, judging them to be now sur- 
mountable, combined a plan of a general attack 
upon all the positions occupied by the French in the 
valleys of the Rhine, the Langwart, and the Inn. 
Colonel Strauch, who eo. operated with the army of 
Italy, had already forced them to abandon a part of 
that, of the Adda. General C 
u, had retired to Tirano. | 
In the night between the 29th and A of April, 
- the army of General Bellegarde, supported by several 
companies of volunteer Tyrolese chasseurs, began to 
move, chiefly in two columns, one commanded by = 
the General in person, which was to attack the valley 
of the Inn in front; the other, commanded by 
General Haddick, who was to pass over the moun- 
mins of the Scharl, and to descend into the valley of 
the Inn, upon the rear of the French corps, which was 
there entrenched. Each of these columns had de- 
tachments on its flanks, to secure its march, and to 
l the windings of the mountains. The most 
siderable of these detachments etal 
| AA = 


(87) 
through the valley of Chieffers, and to endeavour tio 
reach Zernets. 

General Bellegarde, who had set out from Naudens, 
where his head quarters had long been established, 
successively overthrew the small advanced posts of 
the enemy; and after a difficult march, during which 
his troops were several times obliged to ford the Inn, 
he arrived, after constant fighting, at Ramiss, (or 
Remus) and took possession of that village, as well 
as of the heights which command it. At some little 
distance, in the rear of this village, the French had a 
kind of entrenched camp, very difficult of access. 
General Bellegarde caused it to be attacked upon the 
right and left of the front which it presented. The 
latter of these attacks was made by a column which 
had come by Schlins and Manus, which was $0 
much fatigued by a march of several hours through 
snow, and over very high mountains, that it could 

not attack with the vigour necessary to ensure suc- 
ess; it carried, however, two of the three ranks of 
| works which defended the left of the position. The 
attack on the right was made with nearly the same 
degree of success. The entrenchments of the French 
were in so complete a state of defence upon this 
point, that after having climbed the mountain on 
97 15 i Ns which 
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which the entrenchments were placed, all the time 


exposed to a heavy fire, the Austrians were unable, 


in spite of every effort, to cross the ditch, which was 
lined with- thick palisades, and defended by a well- 


Supported fire of musquetry. Night overtook them 


at the foot of the entrenchments, and compelled 


| themto delay the attack till the next day. 


Success might have been as uncertam as the day 
before, had General Bellegarde's force been leſt en- 
tirely to itself; but, in his able plan of attack, he had 
o directed General Haddick's march, that the French 
were compelled to evacuate their position, lest they 
should be shut up in it. After a march of ten hours 


upon the tops of mountains covered with snow, after 


three obstinate engagements, . and carrying several 


entrenchments, General Haddick, in spite of every 


obstacle that the ground, the cold, and the enemy 
had opposed, arrived at Trasp, in the valley of Inn. 
Seeing the Austrians posted in his front, on his right, 
and even in his rear, and having reason to expect a 
double attack the day after, General Lecourbe aban- 
doned his position near Remus in the night, and 
took up another in the rear of Garda. — Thus, in 
one day, the Austrians found themselves masters of 
a great part of the lower Engadine. | 


They 
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"They had flattered themselves, however, with the 


hope of still greater success. They expected that 


the column which had been directed through the 


valley of Chieffers upon Zernets, would be able to 
drive the French from that place; and that, by this 

means, Lecourbe would be shut up in the valley ok 
the lower Engadine, to escape from which would cost 
him a great part of his troops. But this General, who. 


had fully considered the designs which might be 


formed against him, had felt all the importance of the 
point of Zernets, and had left a larger force there 


than the Imperialists expected to find. Indeed so 


warmly were they received, that, being compelled to 

fall back, they left a part of the regiment. of * 

with the young n of that n. in the hands of 
n her > 4 
On the day after (15 of May) hes to columns 


of Generals Bellegarde and Haddick, effected a 


junction near Schulz. The. fatigue of the troops 
was such, that they were only enabled to push the 
advanced posts of the enemy a little my 2 
Vettau, towards Lavin. ; 
On the 2d, the Austrians advitnced upon the 
last mentioned village. The attack was retarded 
by the necessity of restoring dhe bridge of Garda, 
vol. 11}, K V hich 
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which the enemy had destroyed; but as soon as 
that was done, the French were driven from the 
village. Having taken up a good position at a 
Short distance, they were again attacked and beaten 
with loss. Some prisoners were taken from them, 
and amongst others General D&mont. Though 
constantly attacked in front and flank, and com- 
pelled to give way, yet the French defended every 
inch of ground with obstinacy, and their retreat 
upon Zernets was a continued fighting, in which 
they were sometimes assailants. Darkness prevented 

the attack of the Village. The French evacuated 
it in the night, and left all the lower Engadine in 
the possession of the Austrians. They indeed 
paid rather dear for this aequisition. That it could 
not be otherwise, is easily perceived when ve con- 
sider, that they had many perilous and sometimes 
unsuccessful attacks to make over mountains, and 
in narrow vallies, defended by good entrenchments 
in every approach. Massena estimated their loss 
at 4,000 men; it amounted in alb to about 1500 
and that of the French was not less; their General 
in Chief himself was wounded. 
These three days form one of che most interesting 
and instructive parts of the campaign. The Generals 

| gave 
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gave proofs of considerable abilities on both sides. We 
zee that Lecourbe's defensive operations were well 
planned, and conducted withobstinate valour; and that 
in spite of all the obstacles peculiar to a mountainous 
country, he would have maintained his ground, 
bad General Bellegarde's plan of attack been less 
ably arranged, and less vigourously executed. The 
marches of the Austrians on this occasion, display 
as much boldness and activity, err 
the French six weeks before. | 
It has been said, that General Bellegarde was 
to act in concert with General Hotze. The latter, 
to whom the Archduke had sent reinforcements, 
and whose corps consisted of more than 20, 000 
attracting by a cannonade, the attention of the 
enemy in the valley of the Rhine, in order to 
prevent reinforcements being sent imo the Engadine. 
On the ist of May, General Hotze advanced 


| through the valley of the Grisons against the fort 
a, of Luciensteig, whilst another column marched 
} 


towards the same point by the defiles of Langwart, 
and other detachments penetrated by corresponding 


Fel vallies, to keep the French in check upon all points. 
Is Thus we see, that General Hotze's plan was to 
ve K 2 attack 


n 
attack the Luciensteig on two sides at once; and by 
that. means prevent it from being relieved. - This 
plan nearly similar to that which Massena had suc-. 
cessfully executed about two months before, would 
probably have been equally fortunate in its issue, 
had/it been made with concert; but the column 
coming by the Langwart, did not come out from the 
defiles at Flaisch and Mayenfeld, till several hours 
after General Hotze had appeared before the Lucien- 
steig, which he could not carry, being deprived of the 
co-operation on which he had relied.— The French 
General Menard, who commanded in these parts, 
had already resisted General Hotze with success, 
when he saw the second column coming upon 
him. At first he retired, but being speedily rein- 
forced by some troops which had set out from 
Chur on, hearing the firing, he found himself stronger 
than the Austrians, attacked them at the moment 
in which they were issuing out of the detile, beat 
chem, and killed or took prisoners the e part, 
of the ers bl eres | . 
The bad success of this attack, WA s the more 
to be regretted. by the Austrians, as, if it. had. 
succeeded, they would not only: have been masters, 
of the yallies. of Mayenſeld and of the. Lucicnacigy 
7 but 
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but might at once have gained possession of the 


whole of the Grison League; and even of part of 


the lesser cantons; besides almost all the French 
troops which defended these countries, - must have 
fallen into cheir hands. General Hotze, a native of 
Switzerland, had collected the emigrants from that 
country,” and had formed thein into a corps of in- 
fantry about 1000 strong. The confidence with 
which his countrymen had in his talents, and the 
attachment they still bore to several of the heads 
of the ancient Government, and among others 10 


the venerable Avoyer Steiger, » who made to 


them an address replete with energy and patriotism, 
enabled General Hotze to promote the disposition 
to insurrection, manifested by the inhabitants of che 
lesser cantons, of the Grison country, and of the 
Valais; who, being informed of the general attack 
occupied at once the vallies of the higher Rhine, 
of the Ticino, of the Reufs, of the Mutten, and 
of the Rhone; forming a chain of 1 insurrection upon 
the line of the great EY rear of the two 

| a 3 N en 


— — EI 


ga, Wh courageous hockey debe — died 
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French corps, which were posted in the valley 
of Chur, and at the head of that of the Inn. Being 
thirsting for revenge, ſew of the French could 
Which afterwards opposed the invasion of Swit- 
The failure of General Hotze's expedition, enabled 
the French to unite their whole force against the 
insurgents. A part laid down' their arms in the 
Canton of Schwitz; the rest to the number of se- 
veral thousands were cut to pieces in two battles 
and near Altdorf. These cruel executions eſfec- 
tually stifled in its birth the general insurrection, 
GIO the FS BW with reason — = 
a ar ate as drive 
the French from the country of the Grisons, and 
to effect a junction with General Bellegarde having 
failed, it became the more necessary, that the last 
mentioned General should make farther progress. 
The severe checks which Lecourbe had received 
on the goth of April and zd of May, joined to the 
events that were then passing in the Valteline and 
in 
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in the Italian Bailiwicks, left him but little hape of 
being able 10 maintain himself in the Upper Enga- 
dine. On the morning of the gd, he continued his 
retreat by Brail, Pout- auta Zutz, and Pont. His 
corps divided itself at this latter place; part entered 
the valley of the Albula, the rest retired towards 
Cbiavenna, from whence, in the fear of being taken 
in flank by the Austrians, who were in the Valteline, 
and wishing to secure the possesion of St. Gothard, 


they very soon aſter ſell back to Bellinzona. 


General Bellegarde then found himself master of the 
whole course of the Inn, and able to act upon the flank 
of all the French corps which defended the different 
valleys of the Rhine. This was | what, in existing 
circumstances was most useful to be done, General 
Vukassovich and Colonel Strauch's troops, which 
had been originally detached from his army, oceu- 
pying already a great part of the Valteline, che 
county of Chiavenna, and the Italian Bailiwicks, 
and being sufficiently strong to drive the French en- 
tirely out of those countries. General Bellegarde 
therefore . contented himself with pushing a van: guard 
by Sylva Plana, towards the Valteline, and the 
county of Chiavenna, to open his communication 
with the troops which had penetrated into those 
K 4 b quarters. 
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quarters. He divided the rest of his own corps into 
four columns, 'the first of which marched from Suss 
upon Davos, the second from Pont upon the 
Albula, the third upon Mount Jule, and the fourth 
with General Bellegarde, in person, directed itself 
upon Lintz.— The French were weak upon all these 
points, and defended the approaches but feebly. 

I be position taken by General Bellegarde, upon 
chain of the Alps which covers the principal valley 
of the Grisons, greatly favoured the attack of it, and 
if it may be said, had ripened it. General Hotze 
therefore, prepared to make a second effort, and ar- 
ranged his measures with General Bellegarde in sucha 
manner, and with such a force, as to render success 
almost infallible. The better to secure, and aſterwards 
to improve it, the Archduke had sent to General 
Hotze fresh reinſorcements, and among the rest, the 
fine regiment of light horse of Kinsky. * 
In the night of the 19th and 14th of May, all 

General Hotze's army, except a small corps, which 
he had left between Bregentz and Feldkirch, put 
itself in motion in four columns. — The first, com- 
manded by that General in person, marched straight 
along the valley of the Rhine, towards the Sieig, 
which it was to attack in front. The second, under 
„ the 
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the orders of General Jellachich, was to make its 
way across that thick chain of mountains which 
Hank che vallies of the Steig and of Mayenfeld, 
and to take post between these two places. The 
third, conducted by General Hiller, marched up the 
valley of Montafune, and passed over Mount Scevis. | 
The fourth, led by Colonel Plunket of the staff, 
filed through the pass of Gurgellen, and directed its 
march by Mount Slapina, towards. Kiehlis and 
Kloster. — The two last columns, it may be seen, 
were not so much intended immediately to favour 
the operations of the former ones, as to dislodge the 
French from their posts upon the Langwart, 10, ur- 
round them even, if possible, and if not, to drive 
them back to the Rhine. — The success of their 
march depended in great measure upon the assistance 
of the inhabitants of the mountains, . who really were 
of great help to them, in transporting their artillery 
and provisions — The Peasants of the valley of 
Montaſune, particularly distinguished themselves, by 
their efforts in favour of the Imperialists. | 
Generals Hotze and Jellachich arrived much 
about the same time, but the latter after a very hard 
march, before the fort of Steig, the strength of which 
—_—; 
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6138) 
lay principally in the difficulty of approaching it.“ 
The two Austrian Generals assailed it on both sides, 
thus cutting it off from all outward communication, 
and at length made themselves masters of it, in spite 
of the fire of the garrison, consisting of à demi- 
After storming the Steig, General Hotze rapidly 


over ran the valley of the Rhine, at the head of his 


| cavalry, passed the Langwart, and pushed on to the 
important post of Zitzers. The possession of this 


place cut off the retreat of the French troops, which 


were yet in the Brettigau, and which were also driven 


before the two last columns of the Austrians, which 
aſter storming several entrenchments, descended into 
the valley of the Rhine, by Marschlins and Zitzers, 
Surprized upon several points, which they had 
thought secure, and disconcerted by a rapid, well 
concerted and general attack, the French no longer 
endeavoured to deſend Chur, and retired upon one 
aide to Reichenau, where they took post at the con- 
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This famous passage of the Steig has already been 
adverted to.— The French had thrown up entrenchments 
in the narrowest part of it, and had also srrengthencd the 


works, which bore the name of the Fort of Steig. 
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fluence of the two branches of the Rhine, which unite 
at that place. The rest passed the river at Ragats, and 
directed themselves partly towards Sargans, and partly 
upon Vettis, thusleaving the Imperialists masters of the 
hole line of the Ten jurisdictions.— This was not the 
only fruit of that day; for, near 4000 men, and more 
than 20 pieces of cannon, fell into the hands of the 
On the 15th, General Hotze reconnoitred towards 
Reichenau, with his cavalry, but finding the enemy 
well posted, he made no attempt against them. On 
the same day the French were attacked and driven 
from Ragatzs, ane kee dt, ne. 
* of cannon. 

On the ee Gum Reichenau towards 
Disentis. They had also quitted Sargans during the 
preceding night, part marching to Wallenstadt, and part 
to Werdenberg, from whence they were dislodged on 

the 18th, with the loss of 3 picces ofcannon; two 
| other pieces were taken by the Austrianson the same 
day at Disentis, from which the French were driven, 
and compelled to retire into the valley of Urseren.— 
In the mean time the French detachments which had 
retired out of the Valteline into the Rhetick Alps, 
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afraid of being shut in by the different Austrian 
corps, that already occupied the passes of Splugen 


and Gunkels, endeavoured to traverse the moun- 
tains, and reach St. Gothard. They were purs 
by the corps of General Bellegarde, who went "TRY 
self to Chiavenna, his co-operation being no longer 


of use to General Hotze, with whom, however, 


he left some troops, and his presence being on the 
contrary, daily, mare and more necessary to the 
army of the Allies in Italajy.f 0D 
Ihus it appears that the Imperialists had 3 
urely reconquered the Grison country; that they had 
become masters of the sources of the Rhine; that they 
had even posts bevond that river, that the suc- 
cesses that were to open the way to the! invasion of 
Switzerland had been obtained: in short, that pro- 
perly speaking, that great military operation was, in 
fact, already begun. Every preparation was, on 
all sides, made io accomplish it, and A military 
scene was then opened equally. new and interest - 
ing, Which shall be presented in the following 
chapter. This, however, must not be concluded, 
without the high credit being adverted-to,/ which, the 
| - 1; 1.» 4, above 
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above.described n reflect on General Hotze 

and Bellegarde. ad ar ewe: 
Though e favoured . the i Went 
of the Allies in Italy, their operations were still oppo · 
ed by difficulties which could only be overcome by 
extraordinary and well directed efforts. The coun- 
try of the Grisons was retaken in less time than 
Massena and Lecourbe had employed in getting pos- 
session of it, though circumstances were much the 
same in both cases. General Hotze's last attack was 
combined with such admirable exactness, that it in- 
duces a belief, that the bad success of the first was 
not imputable to any fault of his. — General Belle 
garde had shewn no less skill fifteen days before, and 
h had, preserved in a kind of war- quite new to ham, 
the reputation which he had so justly acquired at a 
former period. His attack on the Engadine would 
have been frustrated by the able and active Lecourbe, 
had it not been planned and disposed in such a man- 
ner, that, provided any one of the three columns sent 
against che enemy was successful, his object was at- 
tained. It has been a current report, and a preva- 
lent opinion, that the political and private conduct 
of Count Behegarde, during the course of this cam- 
Paign, 
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( 142) 
paign, did not correspond with his military conduct. 
He is accused of having behaved ungratefully to the 
Archduke Charles, and by his intrigues and influence 
at the court of Vienna, crossed the generous views 
of that Prince, to the essential detriment of Europe. 
It is a matter of regret to be unable to contradict 
these rumours, and be obliged to confine our praise 
to the military talents of Count Bellegarde. 


+ CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII 


The French endeavour to force the Austrians to repass 

the Rhine at Wallenstadt, but are repulsed— Massena, 

- evacuates the eastern part of Switzerland — Al! the 

army of Hotze passes the Rhine Ihe advanced 

guard of the Archduke, and almost all his army, also 

pass that river Massena makes a Successful attack 

a on the 25th, notwithstanding which, the ar mies , the 
. Archduke and of Hotze effect, a junction the next 
 day.—They attack, in their turn, on the 29th, and 
force Massena to retire behind the Toss— He falls 
| back to the Glatt two days afterwards, and retreats 
still further, to occupy. the entrenched position of 
Zurich Progress made by the leſt f the army of 

-  Hotze—General Bellegarde, after having made 
' » bumself master of the Valteline, embarks, with the 
greatest gart of his army, on the Lake Como, and 
passes into Ttaly.— The rest, under the orders of 
General Haddich, continues to act in the lesser Canes 
tons — He defeats the enemy on the 28th, and drives 
them from St. Gothard, and from the greatest 
part 
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Fart of the valley of the Reuss—Generals Lecourbe 
and Loison make a Successful attack a few days 
afterwards, but in consequence of manevres of the 
Austrians are obliged to retire behind the lakes of 
the four Cantons—Advantageous situation of the 
Allies at that time. | | 


| E (6 surprise, defeat, and losses, which the divi- 


sion of General Menard had suffered in the country 
of the Grisons, on the 14th of May, had prevented 
him from opposing any effectual resistance to the 


progress of the Austrians on the leſt bank of the 


Rhine on the following days; and, it may be re- 
membered, that they had made themselves masters 
of Ragatz, Sargans, Werdenberg, and Mayenfeld. 
The possession of this last post putting it in their 
power to advance either upon the Thur or upon the 
Linth, and threatening the rear of the positions oc- 
eupied by the French in the Toggemburg, and in 
the canton of Appenzel, they could not maintain 


themselves in those countries, or even beyond the 


Thur, without recovering the post of Wallenstadt. 
This they attempted to do on the 19th, a few hours 
after the advanced guard of the Austrians had taken 


possession of it. Colonel Cavacini, who commanded 


Its 
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it, was attacked. with the greatest vigour, and had 
much difficulty in keeping his, ground against the 
superior, and often recruited, forces of the French, 
who endeavoured to turn his left ſlank. Far from 
suffering them to do so, Colonel Cavacini detached 
a part of his force upon the right flank. of the French; 
and after a bloody contest, in which he gave proofs 
of military talents, he succeeded, towards the end of 
the day, in repulsing them as far as Murg, on the 
south bank of the lake of Wallenstadt. The loss of 
the Republicans was considerable; that of the Aus- 
trians was less; it amounted, however, to goo men 
in killed and wounded, a great part of whom be- 
longed to the Swiss legion already noticed, com- 
manded by Colonel Roverea. It was engaged on 
_ that day for. the first time, and shewed much bravery. 
It had been placed, at its own repeated request, at 
the outposts, to give the inhabitants of the country 
an opportunity of joining, them, and to excite, by 
their example, a general insurrection. This, how- 
ever, was far from being the result; and so fresh 
was in every one's memory, the fate of the armed in · 
habitants who bad been barbarously slaughtered by 
the French, but a fortnight before, chat the Imperial 
vol. 111. * 1 standards ; 
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dandards were then um inconsidetable 
number of the Swiss. | 

The issue of this attempt to drive 1 
over the Rhine, and the expectation that in a very 
short time they would pass it on all points, left it no 
longer in Massena's power to keep possession of the 


eastern part of Switzerland. Generals Hotze and 
Bellegarde had gained his right flank, and even his 
rear, and therefore, without much danger, he could 


no longer delay strengthening his centre, and shorten- 
ing his line. He in consequence ordered the Tog- 


gemburg, the canton of Appenzel, the country of St. 


Gall, and the Turgaw, to be evacuated on the 20th ; 
and withdrew all his forces behind the Thur. 

As soon as the retreat of the French was known, the 
advanced posts of the Austrians, which guarded the 
Rhine from Feldkirch to Reineck, passed that river; 
and the flotilla of Colonel Williams landed some 
troops upon the west side of the lake, who took some 
prisoners, and some pieces of cannon which had been 
leſt behind by the enemy. The success obtained by 
General Hotze, would not have been sufficient to 
induce Massena to evacuate so great an extent of 
country, had he not been certain chat the Archduke 


| Charles would also very soon . Rhine. That 


Prince 
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Prince had even made a feint of doing it some days 
before, in order to alarm Massena, and to prevent 
his sending any troops into the country of the Grisons* 

The French General had for six weeks endeavoured 
to retard the invasion of Switzerland, by hostile 
movements before Kehl, and on the Mein, and 
the Necker, which brought on several trifling en- 
gagements, to which no greater attention 'shall here 
be paid, than was done by the Archduke. He 
had also carefully entrenched all the weak points 
of the left bank of the Rhine, from Shaffhausen 
to Basle, and had fortified the Suburb opposite 
to that town on the other side of the river. The 
hostile appearances in Suabia, had not induced the 
Archduke to change the concentrated poxition, which 
he had taken between Stockach and Schaffhausen, 

and as little did the entrenchments made along 
| the river, hinder him from passing it. That 
Prince had resolved not to enter Switzerland, till 
| the south and east of that country should pre- 
viously have been invaded, and that being now 
the case, he lost not a moment in executing an 
enterprise too long ebene 1 e eee ee 
for by all Europe. 
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As soon as General Nauendorf who commanded 
the advanced guard of the Archduke's army, knew 
that he French had quitted the neighbourhood of 
Schaffhausen, on the 218, he sent some light troops 
across the river, with orders to reconnoitre the 
roads of Zurich and Constance. They pushed on 


already abandoned by the enemy, who had retired 
to the otber side of the Toss. At the same time 
the crews of the flotilla of Colonel Williams over- 
ran the bank of the lake, seized upon the war- 
like stores precipitately abandoned by the enemy, 
and endeavoured to form a junction vith the ad- 
vanced guard of General Nauendorf, all of which 
had passed the Rhine, and was posted at Andel- 
singen, from which parties had been sent into the 
Turgaw and the Canton of Zurich. One of the 
first cares of that General, was to establish a bridge 
of boats at Schaff hausen and at Dissenhoven. On 
che 2 ist, the main body of the Archduke's army 
marched from Stockach to Singen, and on the agd, 
from that place io Schaff hausen, where it began 
the same day to pass the Rhine, and to occupy a 
camp marked out near Paradis. At the same time 
che Archduke attempted a small landing on his 


| Tight, 
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right, between Coblentz and Kaisersthul, less with 
a view of really effecting it, than to attract the 
forces of Massena to that side; in which he succeeded, 
for the French remained there in such numbers, as 
not only to defend it, but to give the Austrians a 
slight check. The head quarters of the Archduke, 
which had been on the g1st at Singen, were trans- 
ferred on the 23d to Schaffhausen. — On the pre- 
ceding evening the rest of the army under Ge- 
neral Hotze, had passed the Rhine at different 
places, and advanced into the Toggemburg, and the 
country of St. Gall, his head quarters being esta- 
blished in the town of that name. 1 
The armies of the Archduke and of General 
Hotze, having each a firm footing in Switzerland, 
and having already communication by their ad- 
vanced posts, their next object was to effect a 
union. For this purpose the right of the latter 
commanded by General Petrarsch, which had hitherto 
guarded the Rhine from Feldkich to Reineck, began 

to move in the night of the agth, from St. Gall 
towards Frauenfeld. To support this movement, 
General Hotze encamped on the 25th at Schwart- 
zenbach, and pushed on his advanced posts beyond 
the Thur, to within two leagues of Elgg. 
L 3 Although 


Although Massena did nothing to hinder the 
Archdukes army, and the right wing of General 
Hotze from entering Switzerland; yet it was not 
his intention to let them establish themselves in it. 
He had perceived, that bis line of defence upon the 
Rhine being alrcady broken by the left of General 
Hotze, and in danger of being | attacked every 
moment by superior forces, the whole of its centre 
would infallibly be either cut off or destroyed, 
were be to persist in keeping it so extended. By 
concentrating his forces, and allowing the enemy 
to, spread themselves on his front in the canton of 
Schaff hausen and in the Turgaw, he gave himself the 
facility of attacking them on any one point with 
superior forces, and quickly profiting by any fault 
they might commit, in a word, he kept it in his 
own. power to act offensively or nien as 

4 circumstances might xequire, 
5 | Having been very exactly. informed of 1 move- 
5 ments which the Austrians were making to effectuate 
| 8 he. resolved io prevent it, and hoped 
3 to attack them with advantage in their march. He 
1 | advanced again upon the 25th, reoccupied Win- 
terthur, and sent a strong body of troops, princi- 
pally composed of cavalry, against the advanced 
guard 
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| gina of General Nauendorf, which was driven 
from Nefelbach, and forced to repass the Thur at 
Andelsingen. | 

At the same time another division went to keep 
the Austrians in check on the side of Adlikon, and 
General Oudinot, with the advanced guard consi- 
derably reinforced, marched to meet General Pe- 
trarsch, whom he found upon the heights between 
Frauenfeld and the Thur, and whom he attacked im- 
mediately. Not expecting to have so soon to con- 
tend with the enemy, General Petrasch, did not 
she the requisite activity and judgment. The bravery 
of the regiments which he had with him, opposed 
however a strong resistance to the enemy, and the 
engagement was continued obstinately the greatest 
part of the day; but the arrival of a reinforcemem 
of gooo men, gave Oudinot so decided a superiority, 
that the unlucky, if not unskilful Austrian com- 
mander, was obliged to retreat towards Wyll, leav- 
ing a great number of dead on the field of battle, 
and of prisoners in the hands of the enemy. This 
day cost the Austrians about 2000 men, which 
Massena exaggerated to double that number in 
his report; Generals Piaseck and Kienmayer were 
wounded at the head of the cavalry. On the part 
L 4 FP of 
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of the French, Weber Chief of the avilary Swiss 
Legion, was killed. 

The result of this affair retarded a little the ope- 
rations of the Austrians, and made them lose ground 
on every side: for the main army of General 
Hotze, which had likewise been attacked, but un- 
successfully, was obliged to imitate the retrograde 
movement of General Petrarsch.— The check how- 
ever, was not so considerable as to delay the junc- 
tion. In order to facilitate it, the Archduke 
on the 26th, sent a column of his left, under 
che Prince Reuss towards Pfin and Frauenfeld, 
at which last place it was joined in the course 
of the day by General Petr arsch. On the same 
evening, it was determined to take advantage of 
chat junction, for attacking the position of the 
enemy at Winterthur. This was executed with 
vigour and complete success on the 27th, in the 
moming. The French forced to abandon | their 
situation, retired behind the Toss in good order 
and with little loss, their retreat being greatly 
favoured by the woody and mountainous nature 
of the country. It would have cost them much 
dener, nw: * day would probably have been 
3 36 ee e 16 OR 
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decisive in its consequences, had the Austiem 
made a general attack according to their plan; but 
the right wing could not take any share in the 
action, a bridge which General Nauendorf ordered 
to be thrown over the Thur, in the night betwixt 
« the 2th and ayth, having been constructed 80 
slowly as to Occasion a loss of several hours. 
This affair gave the Austrians the advantage of 
resuming the offensive which had for a moment 
been - wrested from them, and of being firmly 
established in Switzerland with about 55,000 
men, while on account of the length of his line, 
and of his having been obliged to send 10,000 
men into the Valais, Mancna-could not oppose to 
them, quite. that number. 
Though the country bordering on the Toss pre- 
sents many advantageous positions for opposing 
the passage of that river; yet, Massena fearing to 
be outflanked, resolved to draw nearer to the central 
position of Zurick, where alone he could hope to 
stop the Austrians. He decamped therefore in the 
night, betwixt the 28th and 2gth, and retired to 
the Glatt. The Archduke having in consequence 
— on his advanced guard, on the right to 
ä Bulach, 


6154) | | 
Bulach, and on the left to Basserdorf, the French 
on the following day fell back still further, put 
the Glatt between them and the enemy, and 
occupied - the position before Zurich, which 
they had during two months been entrenching w 
care. Their right at the same time evacuated Rap- 
perschwill and burnt the bridge, having been in- 
duced to do so, less by any apprehensions in their 
front, than on account of the progress already 
made on their rear by the Swiss Legion of Ro- 
veara, and by the corps of Colonel Cavacini which 
supported it. These troops were not only masters 
of the canton of Glarus, but had entered into that 
of Schwitz, and occupied the important post of 
our lady of Ensidlen. They had met with little 
opposition, Generals Lecourbe and Loison, having 
been obliged to unite their forces in the valley of 
the Ticino, to secure the St. Gothard and the already 
much threatened right of the defensive line of 
Massena. ; ; | 
It will be remembered that after the taking of 
Chur, and the entry of General Hotze into Switzer- 
land, General Bellegarde ceased to co-operate with 
him, and went on the nn hs of the 
different 


3 
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different corps of the enemy, which had defended the 


sources of the Rhine, and which had found means to 


effect their retreat, some of them by the Canton of 
Uri, and the others by the Italian Bailiwicks. The 


junction of Generals Loison and Lecourbe had been 


effected near Bellinzona, and they were then much 
superior in force to the small corps of Prince Victor 
of Rohan, who had been obliged to retire to Como“. 
Colonel Strauch had marched to support him, and 
with the same intention General Bellegarde, had 
on the 16th pushed on a column to Chiavenna.— 
Two days afterwards the rest of his army advanced 
in three columns, one by the Splugen, another above 
Mount Septimer, towards Cassaccio, and the third 


on Mount Jule, towards the valley of the Adda.— 


— ˙ te oo ao u — W 


* Thus corps, which as well as that of Col. Strauch, 
has been so useful in this campaign, belonged owns 


to the army of Tyrol, from which it had been detached 
in the beginning of April, They have been, as it were, 
the common scouts of the armies of Switzerland and of 
; Italy, between which they did not cease to act on the 
summit of the Alps, and keep up the communication. 
Their operations having been at one time directed against 


the Republican army of Italy, and at another, against 


chat of Switzerland, the mention of them could not 
de avoided: in both parts of che history of this campaign. 


but more notice will be taken of chem in that of Italy. 
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These tuo last, it will be Gbservwed, did not direct 
chemselves against the enemy, but towards the lake 
Como, on which they embarked for the town of that 
name, whence they were conducted by General Bel- 
legarde, across the Milanese, to the siege of Tortona. 
The rest of that army, consisting principally of 
the brigades of Prince Vietor of Rohan, of Colonel 
Strauch, and of Colonel St. Julien, who had been 
left in the valley of the Rhine, remained under the | 
command of General Haddick, who assembled the 
greatest part of it at Bellinzona. These forces were 
judged sufficient for the common services yet re- 
quired in those parts, by the allied armies in Switzer- 
land and Italy. Nothing remained but to drive the 
French from the Italian Bailiwicks, from the upper 
valley or̃ the „ and from the important passage 
of the St. Gotherd: General Haddick lost no time 
in undertaking the task. 

Having ascended the valley of the Ticino, as far 
as Airolo, he attacked on the 28th, npon' three points, 
the position of General Lojson, which was upon 
mountains so steep, that the approach to its centre 
was extremely difficult, and in which he maintained 
bimself for several hours. At last, Prince Victor 
of Rohan; having passed the Ticino, and climbed a 

0 511% very 
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very high mountain which flanked the right of the 
enemy, at the same time that another Austrian co- 
lumn turned them on the left, General Loison was 
obliged to abandon the St. Gothard, and to retire 
into the valley of Urseren. They did not allow him 
a long rest; for Colonel St. Julien having marched 
the day after from the Upper Rheinthal, and passed 
over Mount Ursule, descended quickly towards 
the Devil's bridge and Urseren, where he attacked 
the enemy so briskly, that they were forced to retire 
in disorder to Gerstina and Wasen, and still further 
behind the Reuss, of vhich they destroyed the 
bridge. — On this affair it is to be remarked, that if 
Colonel St. Julien had made his attack the night 
before, he would have entirely cut off the retreat of 


the French. The burning of the bridge, alone, stopft 
the Austrians, who, in spite of the fatigues of a long 


march, had pursued the fugitives above fifteen miles, 
and made some hundreds of prisoners. The whole 


of this French corps would. have been taken, had a 


column, which was sent to intercept them, been able 
to penetrate into the valley of the Reuss. ER 
T be loss of the St. Gothard was too important. 


andthe progress made by the Imperialists in the cantons 
of Glarus, Schwitz and Uri, threatened too seriously 


the 
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the whole position of the French in Switzerland, for 


them not to attempt to regain a part of the territory 


they had lost. General Lecourbe having both 
brought and received reinforcements, and knowing 


that General Bellegarde had separated himself from 


the army of Switzerland, Prepared to attack' in his 


turn, and on the goth he succeeded, in forcing the 


Austrians to yield a little ground in the vallies of 
Reuss and Schagen.—On the ad of June he at- 
tacked them again, and a very obstinate battle ensued, 
which ended in his favour, and in which he killed, 
wounded, or took about 1000 men, but was himself 
wounded in the arm. deere db r gf 
trians to fall back to Urseren. 

The possession of the St. eee impor- 


which could contribute to its defence. General 


Jellachich, who commanded the left of the Arch- 


duke's army, in the cantons of 'Schwitz and Glarus, 
sent several columns into that of Uri, in different 
directions. —General Haddick, reinforced by troops 
sent him by General Bellegarde, detached at the 
same time into the Valais, the corps of Prince Victor 
of Rohan, which advanced as far as Brieg. These 


( 159 ) 

different movements, and principally the last, joined 
to the fatigues and losses experienced by the division 
of General Lecourbe, and also to the difficulty of 
procuring subsistance in a country laid waste, obliged 
him to give. up every . of nn the 

St. Gothard. | 
He, in consequence, fell back with the whole of 
his foree, and evacuated not only the canton of | 
Glarus, but also almost entirely chose of Uri and 
Schwvitz. His troops embarked part on the lake of 
the four cantons, and part on that of Zug, and'took 
a position behind these lakes, to cover the lake and 
town of Lucerne, The Austrians occupied the 
valley of the Reuss to the lake of the four cantons, 
and Altorf, Fluelen, Brunnen, and 'Schwitz, from 
which they communicated with the rest of the 

army, across the Sihl and the lake of Zurich. 

_ - Thus was for the first time taken by force of 
arms, the upper Plateau“ of the Alps so often 
disputed in the course of this campaign. F It is 
| . un- 
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* Plateau, a word yy AER which means 
a ground at once high and flat. 
+ The St. Gothard, at the foot of WITTY is hs 
promgs of that name, in the canton of Uri, is one of 
2 the 
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unnecessary to point out its importance in a military 
point of view. Every one knows that the passage 
of the St. Gothard is the principal, and notwith · 
standing its elevation, the best road between Swit- 
zerland and Italy. By taking possession of it and 
of Urseren, the Austrians completed the. commu- 
nication between their two grand armies, and formed 
tending from the banks of the Mein to those of 
Appenines. It was from this time, chat their system 
of operations. became more simple and better com- 
bined: it was at this time too, that they showed 
greater force, a more active spirit, and a more de- 
cided superiority, than at any other period in the 
whole campaign. They kept the; French in check 
upon the Mein, the Necker, and the Kintzing ; 


Nr 
the most 1 points in the Py being the centre of 
mountains, heaped as it were upon one another. Near 
the St. Gothard are the charming valties of Urseren 
and L'Hopital ; at the issue from which appear in a 
frightful country, the famous Devils bridge, so called 
from its construction, which is so exaordinary that it 


can hardly be thought the work of man. 
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0165 
i them from 1 half of eiten Seized 
or shut up the passages from that country into 
| Italy, occupied the town of Turin, besieged its 
citadel, and blockaded at the same time the fortresses 
of Alexandria, Tortona and Mantua. It was at 
this time and for three weeks afterwards, that the 
allies were at the highest point of force, of glory, 
and of hope, that they attained during the whole 
campaign. Their success had been more constant 


and more rapid than could have been expected, 


and it was generally believed, that their progress 
would be more and more accelerated. The public 
did not reflect upon a truth made 8ill more 
obvious by many occurrences in the campaign of 
Italy, that a victory may give to an army in a few 
days the possession of a great tract of the country, 
beyond which local circumstances stop its triumphs, 
and bound its progress. But the judgment to be 
formed upon this campaign, of which we have as 
yet only related a small part, must not be here 
anticipated, and we must now return to che banks 
of the Glatt, where we left the Archiuks Charles 
in the last days of the month bf May. © © 
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Strong Potter laken y Maxsena i in « Front of Yours 
—The 4 rchduke resolves to drive him from it— 
© Bloody battle of the ath of June—M, assena leaves 
tas poxition the day. after, and goes fo take uþ 
4 better one between the Reuss and the Limmat— 
On the geh, the Austrians attempt to extend them. 
. selves between those two rivers——They oucceed, but 
| partially—Situation of the A 1rchduke, and causes 
of} has inaction—M, aszena attacks with success on 

the 1 545 but in the end is Tepulied—That General 

and the Archduke reinforce themselves, and mu- 
 tually threaten each other © on the right bank of 

- the Rhine—Their + motives for doing $0-—Engage- 

by ments of the 26th of June, the 4th and the 6th 

of Fu. in the valleys of Kintzing, Renchen, 

ö Eltenbaci and Acheren—Petty warfare carried 

5 upon the Rhine and the Ni ada Engagement 
of the 2 29% 25 Js ago the later C4 Eee river's. 
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WII EN the Austens ruccessfully commenced 
their operations in the country of the Grisons, 


in 


16g ) 


| Fa the beginning of the month of May, Massen 
having resaon to fear that they would very soon 
| invade Switzerland on all sides, and foresceing that 


in that case, it would be impossible for him to 
Preserve the semi - circle formed by the Rhine, from 
the source of the Linth to the mouth of the Glatt, 
wished at least to defend its diameter, or rather 


| the middle only of the diameter. He thetefore 


caused that chain of meuntains to be fortified 


| which lies in front of Zurich, between the Limmat 


and the Glatt, a position, which is properly speak- 
ing, ihe first that presents itself on the east of Svit· 
affair of Winterthur, be went ta occupy that posi- 
Zurichberg the most elevated part of all chat chain 


of mountains. Access to it was rendered almost 


impossible by a thick wood, by Several ranks of 
abattis and redoubts, and by a formidable artillery, 
which crowned: the/, circumference of the heights. 
Between his xight and the lake of Zurich, here 
was no point, through which it was possible to 
penetrate, The town of Zurich was also covered 
by he position. — The leſt was placed upon the 
dame chain of mountains, and the approaches to it 

ö had 
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had” the same means of defence as chose to the 
right. Between these two wings the ground sloping 
gradually, was open, and cut by the roads from 
Schaff ha usen and Constance, to Zurich. It need 
scarcely be mentioned, that here Massena placed 
his cavalry; but as it might be beaten, and as the 
two © wings would then be separated and irreco- 
verably lost, he linked them together by a chain 


ol thick tedoubts, which defended the centre in front, 


while at the same time, it was protected eted by the 
fire of che tyo wings. This strong and concentrated 
position, represented, if it may be 80 said, a curtain 
wich its two bastions. Fearing that the Imperialists 


might endeavour to gain the left: flank of his posi- 


don, and chat "after having passed tbe Glatt, they 
his rear, Massena placed a siall corps of flankers 
between Regensberg and the N intended 10 cover 
the lower part of the Limmat. $ Yu 21 
This position "was so well A+ Fo that the = 
duke could make no effectual progress, until he 
had dislodged the French from it, and this could 
only- be done by attacking them in front, or by 
ming their flank upon the delt dank ef- be 


PR av 3 would have: been wen hooks 
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( 16s ) : 
and even dangerous, | The Prince adopted the first 
expedient - therefore, and resolved to attack the 
Zurichberg, which when once. forced, must cause 


the loss of the rest of the position. Aſter having 


marched his right to Bulach, his centre to Kloten, 


his left to Basserstorf, and reconnoitred the French 


position, that he might judge of the degree of in · 
terest they would have in defending it, Prince 
Charles caused their right to be attacked on the 


gd of June by his. vanguard, which drove them 
from the villages of Vittikon, Zulicon, and Riespach, 


These villages were taken and retaken several times 
during the course of ihe day. This engagement 
which cost a considerable number of men on both 
* and in which the Aach General Cherin,* 


: . 
— by 
> I , 5 >. . = 
N 1 [OE HE 4 * ; 
— TEA — — * — 1 


* General Chein was a ee before the re- 
Kron and with his father at the head of a com- 


mission named by the King, to receive and examine 


the proofs of nobility. Though he had been particu- 


larly well treated by the court, he was eager to Shew 


his ingratitude, and was a violent democrat till his death, 
which happened the day after the battle of Zurich. 
He was the intimate friend of Hoche, and Citizen 


Nousselin, who has wruten the life of thot General 


in a manner worthy of his subject, has also become 
the biographer of Cherin. = 


| (166) 

the prelude to a general attack. On the morrows 
(the 4th) the Austrians advanced in several columns 
against the Zurichberg, and attacked it upon several 
those of Seebach and Schwammendingen. The 
entrenched, and the fire of the batteries 50. com- 
manding, that Generals Hotze and Rogemberg, who. 
conducted the two principal attacks, were unable 
for a long time to make any progres, although. 
two columns acting upon their flank had already 
penetrated to the ſoot of the abattis. The Austrians 
- were even repulsed a little on the side of Seebach. 
Prince Charles sent suecessively reinforcements 
thither drawn from his centre, and wishing to put 
an end to the doubtful and already very bloody. 
combat, he ordered ſour battalions conducted = 
General Wallis to advance by Schwammendingeti 

and to assault the Zurichberg with fixed . 
The Austrian grenadiers marched forward under 
2 dreadful fire, and attacked with so much valour, 
that they made their way through the abattis, and 
carried the first line of the entrenchments ; but they 
could 


( 167 * 

could not advance a step farther, in 
and abauis ill before them being rendered im; 
penetrable by the number and fire of the batta- 
lions and batteries which lined them. Neverthe- 
less, the Austrians did not give ground, but kept 
the French within their entrenchments, and gave 
time to the. other attacking columns to reach the 
| foot of the entrenchments, Night ovenook them | 
there, and put an end to a contest which had 
raged with deadly obstinacy during the whole day. 
Each party lost 2, 300 men at least. On the 
side of the Imperialists, General Hotze, Wallis, 
and Hiller, and on that of the French Generals, 
Oudinot and Humbert * were wounded. On 

either side some hundreds of prisoners were made: 
The armies passed the night in presenee of each 

On dhe zh, the Archduke took an exact view 
of che position of che enemy, and resolved to 
assault it 3 but the fatigue of the preceding day ren- 
dering it necessary that the soldiers should take some 
rest, he put off the execution of his project till the 
Gth. hd not however take place, for whether 
M4 nd the 


1 * 


* This General Humbert is the same who--Janded T4 


and was made prizoner in che north of Ireland. 
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( 168 ) * 

the boldness with which the Austrians passed the day 
of the 5th; at the foot of the Zurichberg, had shaken 
the courage of Massena, or that he did not think his 
position tenable, as he wrote to the Directory, he 
abandoned it with precipitation, in the night between 
the 5th and 6th, and retired to the other side of the 
Limmat. The Austrians took possession of the 
French entrenchments, in which more than go pieces 


of cannon had been left, and saw themselves masters 


of the town of Zurich, which was purchased with s0 
much bloodsbed, and which might have 1 
much more, had not Massena retreated. 

The capture of Zurich, and of the formidable posi- 


tion that defended its approach, is one of the 
events most honourable to Prince Charles in this 


campaign. The ability with which he combined 
the difficult attack of the Zurichberg, the vigour 
with which he directed the execution of it, and 


the unshaken firmness of his troops, when in presence 


of the enemy on the day of the gth, shews the energy 
he would have given to the campaign in Switzerland, 


and the rapidity and decision with which he would 


most probably have completed the eonquest of that 
country, had not his arm been tied by: a timid — 


mistaken policy. 


General 


(169) 

| * General Massena is very far from having acquired 

the same right to the praises of military men on this 
occasion. Without examining how far he might 
reasonably flatter himself with being able to with- 
stand the. attack projected against him; he certainly 
was guilty, either of not having awaited a fresh one, 
in the position which had not been materially changed 
by the action of the 4th, or of having exposed his 
army to total destruction, by | engaging” in the first 
contest. That such would have been the case, had 
the Zurichberg been forced, is certain; as on the whole 


Ine there was not another point of retreat, except 


Zurich, or another bridge over the Limmat, except 
in that town. Whether it was the rapidity of the 
river, or the fear of losing his pontoons in case of a 
. defeat, or (what, one could scarcely suppose) a want 
of fore-thought, which prevented Massena from 
| throwing one or two bridges over the river below 
Zurich, that circumstance, at the same time that it 
furnisbes an excuse for abandoning the entrenched 
camp, is a motive for blaming the French oy 
for having waited the first attack. 
- After having evacuated Zurich and the right bank 
of the Limmat, the Republican army took up a 
position upon the chain of mountains called Albis, 


which 


(#70) 
ö which les between the lake, the Limmat, and the 
Reuss. Its left reached the Rhine near Zurzach, 
and extended to Baden and the Limmat. Its centre 
was upon the Albis, in front of Zurich, and its right 
sueiched to the lake of -Zug.—The bead - quarters 
were at Bremgarten. This central position was the 
nearest Massena could have possibly taken; it was 
saſe and strong, and was the second of the three 
great defensive positions, which Switzerland presents, 
thos of the Limmat, of the Reuss, and of the Aar. 
Aſter taking possession of Zurich, the Archduke 
distributed his troops along the right banks of the 
lake of that name, of the Limmat, and of the Au. 
Between Baden and Zurich he placed the greatest 
part of his force. He pushed strong piquets in front 
of the latter of these towns, and established posts 
within sight of the enemy. This , neighbourhood, 
and the desire of the Austrians to try the strength of 
the position of the Republicans, and to extend them- 
slves upon the western shore of the lake, were pro- 
ductive of several skirmishes in the van. guards. There 
was also a brisk cannonade near Baden, on the 7th, 
and General Nauendorf, who commanded the right 
of the Imperial army, compelled the French to de- 
stroy the bridge belonging to that place. On the 
dth. 
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8, their advanced posts, only half a league from 
Zurich, were attacked by Prince Rosemberg, and 
heights, upon which the Austrians posted themselves. 
It was to extend his right upon the Limmat, and to 
remove a litile the centre of the enemy, that the 
Archduke confined himself on these two points, on the 
first days after the capture of Zurich, where he 
placed his head quarters, which he soon after removed 
to Kloten. His army, which from the 2 ist, and 
part of it from the 14th of the preceding month had 
been continually eee, * 

some repose. 25 
Besides, the new position eee was 
too strong to admit of a chance of success in at- 
tempting to force it, until necessary measures had 
been previously taken. It could hardly be carried 
in front; even in order to turn it, great obstacles 
were previously to be surmounted. It was necessary 
either chat the right of the Archduke sbould pass the 
Rhine, between Basle and Huningen, and entirely 
out-flank Switzerland, or that his leſt Should take 
Possession of the cantons of Underwald and Zug, 
and penetrate into the Oberland, and the Valais. 
In a word, Prince Charles had to conquer almost. 
the 
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(ve) 
the whole of Switzerland before Massena could be 


the Aar.—The | Archduke was not sufficiently in 
force to attempt either of the two enterprises. Upon 
the right bank of the Rhine, he had only a suf- 
ficient number of troops to keep i in check the French 
at little Basle, to guard from that place the whole 


valley of the Rhine to the Neckar, and to keep up 


a flying corps between that river and the Mein, in 


order to cover the right of his long line. An attack 
by the lesser cantons would have been at once more 
easy, and more immediately useful to the whole 
operations of the Allies, and there is reason to 


think that Prince Charles would have attempted it, 
if General Bellegarde's army had remained under his 


orders. But whether, as it has been said, Marshal 
Swarrow had demanded this great reinforcement, to 


be enabled to besiege the fortified places of Piedmont, 
or, (as is very probable) the court of Vienna was 


more inclined to make great efforts in Italy, than in 


Switzerland, General Bellegarde conducted 10, 000 
men into Italy, who performed signal services in that 
country, it is true, but at the same time paralized 
the Archduke by their departure; or, at least, at- 
forded a specious pretence to the cabinet of Vienna, 

tor 
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idr the inaction to which it — the any in 
Switzerland. | 
” Matters were not the same, A upon pod 

the points of the line occupied opposite to each 
other, by the armies of: the Archduke and of Mas- 
sena.—The latter having reason to fear, after the 
| taking of Zurich, that the Austrians would push the 
conquest of Switzerland with vigour, and aitack him 
upon his two flanks, turned his endeavours towards 
securing them, and as he had already reinforced 
General Lecourbe upon bis right, and retained 
10, oo men in the Valais, who had been destined to 
go into Italy, he applied himself also to fortifying 
ie leſt of his hne, from Bale to, the Meine— 
His object was not only to secure himself against all 
attacks upon that side, but to shew such a force 
on it, as should oblige the, Archduke to fix a great 
part of his troops there, and thus prevent him from 
augmenting the number, of his soldiers in Switzer- 
land. Besides, the Directory had already perceived 
that the best means of preserving the latter country, 
was to make à great diversion upon one of the 
ee The, affairs of the Republicans in Italy, 
became every dah $0 bad, as 10 put it out, of their 

power ere! to deſend Switzerland, on.chat side. 
3 It 


e . * 


1 
Tt was towards Germany, therefore, that it was ad - 
visable to attract the attention and force of the allied 
army, which had just established itself in Switzerland, 
and was in expectation of large reinforcements, as 
well Russians as Germans. The Directory, in which 
the Jacobins had gained a majority by the revolu- 
tion of the 1 8th of June, caused a decree to be passed, 
in the course of this month, for the creation of a 
new army of the Rhine. It was to be formed, by 
the levy which had just been resolved upon of all 
the classes of the conscription, by which they were 
in hope to bring the force of the Republic to 570,000 - 
On his side the Archduke was determined not to 
attempt any thing important in Switzerland for the fol- 
cupied by the French; the little assistance which 
he received, and could expect, from the inhabitants 
of that country; the weak state in which his army 
for Italy, whither it was already resolved that Gene- 
val of 33, 00 Russian mee who were it 
march to join him; above all, the secret orders of 
the Cabinet of Vienra. He had then ann, 
© SE, | object 


(175) 
object but to prevent Massena from profiting by his 
inaction. He could not effect this better than by 
giving the French General employment in the Bris- 
gau, in the Margraviate of Baden, and in the Palati- 
nate, where nothing worthy of notice had passed 
during the month of _ except the PR of 

These respective conaderadens occasioned seve- 
ral actions in the countries just mentioned; T 
positions occupied by the „ 
same as after the retreat of Jourdan's army beyond 
side of the Austrians, his van-guard being under the 
orders of General. Meerfeldt.—The latter, on the 
morning of the 26th, sent three columns to recon- 
noitre into the valleys of the Renchen, the Kintzing, 
and the Ettenbach, towards Oberkirch, Offem- | 


burg, and Ettenheim. They surprised and over- 


threw the small 'out-poxts-of the French, who, never- 
theless, having been reinforced by the piquets of re- 
serve, tharply disputed the ground for several hours. 
In the valley of Kintzing the fight was hottest. 
The French were vorsted in the end, driven from 
Offenburg, and compelled to fall back upon Wil- 
stett and Kehl. Their loss amoumed to ahouν,˖§ν/Nαοο 
| | men, 
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men, of whom one half were made prisoners. In 
estimating it at 200 men Massena was not more cor- 
rect than in stating that of the Austrians to be 1000, 
while it did not exceed 150 · They were indebted 


for this advantage to the superiority of. their cavalry : 
That of the French suffered most in these actions; 


the result of which was, that the Austrians gained 


ground in all the three valleys, and General Meer- 


feldt advanced his head-quarters from Hasslach to 
Gengembach. At the same time the. advanced 
posts of the French, between Old Brisach and Frey- 


burg, were also repulsed as far as to the Ty of 


these places. _ | 
Having received. some e ere ate and rag 


Fl 


unwilling to let himself be shut up in Kebl, General 


| rand, who commanded_ che French, di divisi vision be- 
fore, that place, on the. qth, attacked, with vigour al 


the posts of the enemy in the valleys « of the Renchen, 


and of the Acheren ; succeeded i in piercing the cen- 


tre of the line, and threw it back to the neighbour- 


hood of Oberkirch. General Geerger ?; vho Hom- 
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manded in that quarter, came with some squadrons 
of li ght horse to the assistance of the out- posts, and 
having drawn the French upon ground where his ca- 
valry could act, he charged with advantage, cut to 
pieces some companies of French grenadiers, and 
retook Renchen, which, however, the fear of being 
attacked by a superior force, induced him to eva- 
cuate during the night. 

In this engagement, which lasted the whole ORs 
the Peasants of Ober Capel fought by the side of the 
Imperialists. The French lost 400 men, the Aus- 
- trians more than half of that number, and both re- 
mained in the same positions which they had occu- 
pied before. The Republicans, however, lost some 
little ground upon their left on this day; for, having 
attacked the posts of the enemy in front of Lichtenau, 
upon the road from Kehl to Rastadt, they were vi- 
gorously repulsed, and driven back beyond Bis- 
choffsheim, by the 13th regiment of . 5 
vob N On 


; 1 8 83 * 8 
* 


— 


- den 


regiment which emigrated almost entirely at the begin- 
ning of the war, and was taken into the service of the 
Emperor, as well as the regiment of Hussars of Saxe. 

They were afterwards united and formed into one regi- 
ment, under the name of the 1 gth Hussars, and have 
served actively and faithfully duri 1 the whole course of 


this war, 


4 178 1 9 
On 'the Gch Orin Lapin advanced "wy 
Windstet with all bis uoops, amounting to or 
6,000 men, and marched. upon Offemburg. This . | 
place being but a bad pon, was occupied by only ; 
half a squadron of light cavalry, which did not resist, 
but fell back upon the advanced posts between that 
town and Onemburg. | They were followed by the 
French to the neighbourhood of the latter place, and 
there meeting with General Meerſeldt, and the main 
body of the troops under his command, they fought 
till night came on with equality, and 50me hundreds | 
of men were killed and taken on either side. The 
French retained the ground they had acquired, but 
were unable to penetrate to Ortemburg, which they) 
were desirqus of seizing. General Meerfeldt having 
made serious dispositions for an attack the day after, 
the French evacuated Offemburg in the night, after 
having laid it under contribution. The Austrians 
retook possession of it on the 8th. Thus it was that 
the fine valley of the Rhine and the Ortenau were 
uselessly sprinkled with blood. 
In the mean time the hussars of Szeckler, rendered 
famous by the part falsely attributed to them in the 
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murder of the French ministers at Rastadt, carried 
on, assisted by the armed peasants of the Odenwald, 


8 
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b peih varſure — of the ceny, 
in front of Mentz; made incursions beyond the 
| Mein and the Nidda; even pushed parties to the 
Lahn, and carried off forage and provisions. Se⸗ 


veral engagements, in consequence of these excur. 


dꝛꝗ/ſtũtÿs, took place during the month of July, of 


which the most serious happened on the 2gth. On 


that day 800 or 600 hussars of Szeckler attacked 
the posts of the French upon the Lower Nidda, 


drove them from Hoechst, and killed or took 200 or 


goo of them, These light Imperial troops did not 


however establish theinselves in the places from 
which they had driven the French, but returned 
upon the Mein. Their principal rendezvous was at 
Offembach. | 


On the same day (the 2gth) the French pushed a 


strong advanced guard along the right bank of the 
Rhine towards the forest towns. It attacked the 


Austrian out- posts, but without success, and after- 


wards retreated to Basle. Some skirmishing also 
took place that same day in the environs of Old 
Brisach. It was occasioned by a foraging incursion 
attempted by the French, which did not however 
sueceed. 
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5 any other war, and even in any other cam 
paſgn of this war, the engagements and movements 
just described would have fixed the attention of the 
public and of the historian. But the interest which 
they might have inspired, is in a manner absorbed 
by that which Italy and Switzerland, the two great 
theatres of the war, have constantly commanded ; it 
is lost in the unexampled multiplicity of the opera- 
tions, movements, and actions of this astonishing 


campaign. The war carried on upon the right bank 
of the Rhine, from the month of May, to the month 
of September, may indeed be looked upon as merely 
epivodical, 
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an Ta 


1 causes an a + ta be = on the gd of 
July, on the left wing of the Archduke in the 
cantons of Schweitz and Zug—He gains some posts, 
| but loses them again the same or following day— 
Poxitions of the oppoite armies in Switzerland 
' —Reconnoitering made on the 46th by the Aus- 
trians in the Valais, which produces a trifling 
Stirmish— Plans and military preparations made 
by the French—They form two new armies, one 
called that of the Rhine, and the other that of 
the Alps —Peolitical measures of the Allie — Im- 
 perial decree presented to the Diet of Ratisbon— 
The elector of Bavaria, and the Duke of wur- 
| temberg enter into the coalition Ine Emperor of 
Kuszia sends a fresh army into Ne 
Jects f the Allies. | 


I: has been s seen that nothing important based 
in Switzerland during the month of June, since 


the attack made by Massena, opposite Zurich on 
. Ng FO 


621 


the ah of that month, This General, . had N 
at first expected that the Austrians would make a 
vigorous attack upon Switzerland, seeing that they 
remaine” vn the contrary Stationary in the points 
which they had gained, and knowing that the 
number of troops with which they had entered 
into the little cantons, had been considerably di- 
minished by the departure of General Bellegarde, 
and by the sending 5 part of General Haddick's 
corps into the Valais, wished to ascertain what 
might be the strength of the Archdukes left wing, 
a point of which it was most important to him 
to be informed, in order that he might regulate his 
defensive operations. 

In consequences of this, on the ad of _—_ at 
break of day, the right wing of the French army 
attacked in two columns the line occupied by Ge- 
neral Jellachich from the Sihl to Schweitz and 
Brunnen. The first column which came out from 
the environs of Zug, and moved along by the 
Jake of Egery, got possession of some posts on 
that side of the lake, but was quickly repulsed from 
che other side. The second headed by General 
Lecourbe, and which had advanced, part between 
the lakes of Zug and Lucerne, and part in armed 
boats over the last mentioned lake, surprised some 
advanced 


„„ „ PETTY 
| ee — as; Austrians, n acted 
"with celerity, took possession of the post of Brunnen 


| and of a battery of 6 pieces af cannon, which the 
Auʒstrians had erected there io command the na- 


- Vigation of the lake of Lucerne; but their progress 
vas suddenly checked by the reserve of General 
Jellachich, that drove them back before the close 
of the day, from all the posts which they had ſorced 
between the lakes of Zug of Lucerne, and of Egery, 
except that of Brunnen, where General Lecourbe 
kept his ground. He was nevertheless compelled to 
abandon it the next morning, the remainder of his 
division not having been able to maintain its ground 
before the lakes. The engagement of the gd did 
not cost much to either of the contending parties. 
The volunteer troops furnished as a contingent 
by the canton of Schweitz distinguished themselves 
by their bravery. | | 
The issue of this affair bing a Mas- 
sena, that the Archduke had already repaired | 
the loss, which he had suffered the month be- 
fore in his left: wing, and that it was sufficiently 
N 4 Strong 


3 kd Ko 


* It is well known that Brunnen was the place, where 
the cantons of Schweitz, Uri, and Underwald, concluded 
in the Year 1315, a lasting alliance which was the foun- 
dation of che Helvetic Union. 
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strong to maintain its ground, he renounced for 
the time, all idea of undertaking any thing against 
it. The same event having also given the Arch- 


duke confidence in the stability of his left wing, 
he made no change in its possition, and both sides 
remained quiet upon their line till towards the 
middle of the montb. 

That of the Austrians setting out from St, Gothard, 
| proceeded along the valley of the Reuss, and the 
lake of Lucerne, crossed the canton of ' Schweitz, 


and joined, near Rapperschwill, the body of the 
army which occupied the left bank of the Limmat 
and the Aar, as far as the Rhine. The head quar- 


ters were still at Kloten. The line of the French 


army beginning at Brieg in the Valais, crossed 


the mountains of the Oberland and the Underwald, 
passed hy Stanz, Lucerne, Bremgarten, Mellingen, 
and Baden; and extended from thence as far as 
the mouth of the Aar. The head quarters were 
fixed at Lenzburg, to which place they had been 
removed, from Bremgarten the preceding month. 
There was not at the beginning of July, any great 
disparity between the effecting forces of the two 
contending Generals. Massena had, it is true, a 
greater number of troops in Switzerland than the 

2 | Archduke ; 
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Archduke; but then he could not make use of them 
all in the field, as he could not dispense with 
leaving strong garrisons in the principal towns for 
insuring the obedience of the country, and as he 
was obliged to reinforce the division which he 
had sent into the Valais. A great part of this 
country. was still in a state of insurrection, in spite 
of the presence of the French, and the severities 
which they had exercised. Massena being displeased 
with General Xaintrailles, who commanded in this 
quarter, replaced him at first by General Lorge, and 
afterwards by General Turrean. The insurrection 
in the Valais, which had employed for near two 
months many thousands of Republicans, who were 
before intended to reinforce the army of Italy, 
would still have been much greater utility to the 
Allies, if their plan had been to make the conquest 
of Italy go hand in hand with that of Switzerland. 
Although determined to effect that of the former 
before they should in good earnest attempt that of 
| the latter; they found nevertheless, the necessity of 
making some demonstrations * in the Valais, which 
| might 


Ha 


* This French military expression, of which the word 
eint is but an imperfect translation, means a threat ot 


an attack, eicher by a movement made, or a position 
taken, | 


5). 


ep insurrection, and "PIN in that 
country the body of French who occupied it. 
General Haddick, who since the taking of St. Go 


chard, had ouccessively received orders, sometimes to 
enter into the Valais, sometimes to remain in Swit- 


zerland, sometimes to repair into Italy, which he 


finally did, on the 16th of July, caused a mal 


5 advanced guard to enter into the valley of the Rhone, 


where it was joined by some companies of Insurgents. 
This troop having advanced towards Brieg, in 
order to reconnoitre, fell in with the French, and 


kept up with them a fire of musquetry, which con- 
tinued a part of the evening. The next morning 


5 the Austrians made an attack upon the French, 


vho proved to be in greater force than was expected, 


and who compelled the Austrians to recede, after 
a skirmish, in which General Turreau pretended 
to have killed 200 men, and to have taken 150. 
He did not take a proper method to have credit 
given to this assertion, by adding, that he him- 
self had lost only 6 men: A circumstance so 
unlikely of itself, is made still more so, by the 
Austrians taking from him 2 pieces of cannon. 

The left of the Archduke's army, bad been more 


than once reinforced during the course of July, 
and 


PESTO 


| 1 187 1 : | + - 
* Generat Hotze | had EAN the OT of 


Mp towards the middle of the month. This Gene- 


ral wishing in his turn, to try the right wing of the 


French, and to ascertain the degree of resistance it 


might oppose, in case of an attempt to turn it, pushed 


forward a strong advanced guard on the -29th, beyond 


the Reuss in the Isserthal, a valley situated on che leſt 
side of the lake of the four Cantons. This body of 
men drove in the advanced posts of the enemy, and 
penetrated as far as Bauen, but it was stopped there 5 | 
by a half brigade of the enemy, who successfully 
renewed the battle, and forced the Austrians to fall 
back to the spot from whence they came. Some 
prisoners were made on both sides ; the Austrian 
General De Bey, was of the number. After this 
each party resumed its position, nor did General 
| Hotze farther pursue this expedition, the only ob- 
ject of which was to reconnoitre the force, and the 
"ou of the enemy on the lake of Lucerne. 
Although the month of July, and the half of Au- 
gust, were not marked by any great enterprize, it was 
on the other hand, during this lapse of time, that most 
projects and preparations were made, and that most | 
political and military measures were taken for future 
operations, The French pressed the levy of their 
| | conseripts 
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econscripts, composed battalions of them, and formed 
two new armies. One of them, the creation of 
which has been already mentioned, was destined to act 
upon the Rhine, and invade Franconia and Suabia. 
The other, under the name of the army of the Alps, 
was to cover France on the side of Dauphine and 
Provence, even to act offensively in Piedmont, and 
also to, co-operate with the army which occupied 
the Genoese. They likewise marked out - camp. 
near Geneva, to defend the entrance of France by. 
the way of the Valais and Savoy. They were at 
once taken up at Paris in concerting defensive 
measures, as well as offensive projects; and the ac- 
tive and sanguine Bernadotte, then minister at war, 
did not despair of seeing before the end of the cam- 
paign, victory brought back under the colours of 
the four Republican armies of Italy, of the Alps, the 

Danube, and the Rhine. | | 
On the opposite side there were still more 
projects and hopes. They had experienced un- 
looked for success, and with forces which they 
had at first calculated for the defensive, they 
had already made during four months, the most 
brilliant of all campaigns. These forces, which till 
then had been sufficient to conquer, but part of 
whom had fallen a sacrifice to victory, were now | 
no 


689) 
no longer adequate to effect that which remained to 
be done, whether to keep what had already been ac- 
quired, or to pursue the career of conquests which 
had been begun. The court of Vienna inclined to 
the first of these alternatives, but those of London 
and Petersburgh, more courageous, more enlightened, 
and more taken up with the general interests of 
Europe, wished to seize this great opportunity of 


rescuing it from the arms and principles of the 


French Revolution, and push the fortune of this 
campaign as far as it would go. To accomplish 


this, money and troops were necessary; London 


offered the one, and Petersburgh the other: but when 
so generous a line of conduct was pursued by two 
powers, to whom the seat of the war offered nothing 
either to conquer or to save, it was natural and ne- 
cessary, that the powers which were in a situation 
to do either the one or the other, should also make 
efforts and sacrifices, for a cause which was more im- 
mediately their own. The German empire was the most 
interested in the war, the issue of which might double 
or repair the losses which it had suffered in the pre- 
ceeding war, The dissolution of the Congress of 
Radstadt having left the Empire and France, in a 
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zituation, with redhect to dk TER. which was 
neither peace nor war. The allies -wished to give a 
decisive character, and to add the weight '0 of the 
empire to their scale. 

The Emperor cups on n the 12th of July, 
addressed an Imperial Aulic Decree to the Diet of 
Ratisbon, which on account of its length must be 
here omitted. It recapitulated all the political inju- 
ries received by the Emperor from the French; 
expressed more hatred of the revolution, and a more 
intimate acquaintance with its effects, than the ca- 
binet of Vienna hadtill then officially evinced, proved 
that the French were actually in a state of war against 
the Empire, and concluded with requesting the dife 
ferent States and Princes to pay the Roman months, 
and furnish the quintuple contingents, agreeably to the 
last conclusums of the Diet, in conformity to which, 
the King of Sweden had lately declared himself 
ready to act“. The characteristic slowness of all the 


re. 


* 3 „ bt — — — 


* Two months, before, that Monarch, in Ss avality 5 
of Duke of Pomerania, made a declaration to the Diet of 
Ratisbon, in which he considered the Empire as actually - 
in a state of war with France, exhorted its members ta 
furnizh their contingents, and announced himself ready 


to 


Ca" 


| revolutions of the Diet of Raben + not permiving 
dhe expectation. of che effective formation of aa 

army of the Empire, before a long time, the Allies 
sought for auxiliaries | among the Princes who wing , 


troops to dispose o. 
The King of Prussia persisting in remaining neu- 
tral, and having won over to his own side all the 


northern Princes of Germany, except the King of 
Sweden, who, however, contented himself with mak- | 


ing the declaration already mentioned, the allied 


| courts addressed themselves, and with more success, 
do the Elector of Bavaria and the Duke of Würtem- 
| 0 berg. The former, who before his succeeding to 


the 


„„ EINE 


to set the example. This declaration contained these 
remarkable words. We Sovereigns, who exact from 
* our people fidelity and obedience, Should deem it 
* our duty to chew them the example, by fulfilling our 
obligations.“ 

+ This was experienced upon this occasion, for the 
Imperial Decree, presented on the 12th of July, was not 
taken into consideration till the 22d of August, and was 
not adopted as a conclusum till the 16th of October. 
Thus it is seen, that the Empire took no part in that 
campaign, and should the French have reached the very 


walls of Vienna, it is more than probable that things 


would not have been carried on with more dispatch, 
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the Electoral dignity, had constantly foi himself 
the partisan of France, and dependent on Prussia, 
changed all on a sudden his apparent system, and 
engaged not only to march his contingent of troops, 
dut even to furnish besides, some thousands of men, 
whom England proposed to take into her pay. It 
may be believed, that the menaces of che court of Pe- 
tersburg, to which the Elector of Bavaria had lately 
been obliged to yield in a dispute, relating to the order 
of Malta, and the fear that the House of Austria should 
profit of the opportunity to realize her old ambitious 
views on Bavaria, influenced the conduct of this 
Elector, as much as his own inclination. This was 

not the case with the Duke of Würtemberg, who 
more voluntarily broke his last treaty with France, 
and engaged to furnich 6000 men, including his 
contingent, which amounted to the half, on condition 
of being subsidised by England. No great expecta- 
tions could be formed from these feeble succours, 
which, at most, could only be of use towards the 
end of the campaign; and the void which it had 
already produced in the allied armies, would have 
rendered them incapable of profiting by their vic- 
ny” if the e 20 Paul had not thought of 

- | repairing 
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repairing it before it happened. By a treaty of 
subsidies concluded between this Monarch and the 
King of England, a treaty advantageous to both 
parties, but still more so to the Emperor of Germany, 
who had all the benefit of it without incurring any 
expence, the former had engaged to send to the 
banks of the Rhine, a new army of 43, 000 men. 
More than 10,0609 had already been sent to reinforce 
in Italy the 23,000 who had been there ever since 
the spring, with Marshal Suworow. The remaining 
33,000 had been on their march mahy months, and 
were expected to join towards the middle of August, 
che Archduke in Switzerland. It was then durin g the 
month of September that it was intefided to give to 
the operations of this campaign, that extensive scope 
which the two courts of London and Petetsburgh 
desired "to give them, and'to proceed to that great 
and liberal end which they had in view. It was 
expected that by that time the Allies would have 
teduced the fortresses, which were necessary to con- 
solidate the conquest of the North of Italy, and that 
the Austrian troops who were stationed there, would 
chen be sufficient to ehaite the possession of them. 
Marshal Suworow, with” his Russans, covered on 
both their flanks by Austrian corps, would then turn 
VOL 11. 80 Spvwitzerland 
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Switzerland on the south side, where the French 
would be at the same time attacked in front by the 
new Austro-Russian army, and while the Archduke, 
at the head of part of his own troops, of those of 
the Empire, and of the armed Peasants, would attack 
with them the left flank of Massena, or attempt 
some important enterprize, according to circum- 
Stances, either upon the Upper or Lower Rhine. 
It was in this manner that they hoped, without en- 
countering any great difficulties, to get possession of 
Switzerland, that vast and formidable advanced poet 
of France; and they trusted that before the end of the | 
year, the latter country would see 100, ooo Russians, 
or Austrians, descend upon its frontiers, from the 
heights of the Alps. A great diversion was to be 
macle. at the same time in Holland, by go, ooo 
English, and 18, ooo Russian troops. The insur- 
rection which had been recommencing in the Low 
Countries, and which this latter enterprize could 
not but strengthen, promised also to increase the 
embarrassment of the French Republic, which was 
expected would be fully compleated by a fresh in- 
zurrection of the Royalists of Britanny, of Nor- 
mandy, and even of the south of France. 


Such 
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Such were, towards the middle of the year 1799, 
tbe projects, the measures, and the expectations of 
the French, and of their enemies: we see, that among 
the latter, the courts of London and Petersburgh, 

spared neither efforts, trouble, nor sacrifices, in order 
to render this campaign decisive, and to compensate 
by the advantages which would result from it, for 
the torrents of blood which it cost Europe. 
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CHAP. XI 


Surprising inaction of the opposed armies in Switzer- 
land—Plan of a general attack formed at Paris — 
Particular plan of Maszena—The Austrians are 

attacked on the 14th of August along their whole 
 bine—They maintain themselves before the Limmat, 
but their left is broken on all points—Operations of 
General Lecourbe, and his attacks on the 14th, 15th, 
and 16th—The Austrians entirely driven from the 
Cantons of Schweitz and Uri—The praise due to 
General Lecourbe—Observations on the estimated 
Loss of the Austrians—The first column of the Rus- 
S:an auxiliary army arrives at Schaffhausen on the 
Same day that the French make their first attack— 
Measures taken by the Archduke to stop the progress 
of the Republicans —Causes which assisted him in 
| this design—The invasion of Suabia determined on 
by the French Their motives for it. 


In the beginning of August the Archduke and 
Massena found themselves in the same positions 
| which 


(197) 
which they respectively occupied in the month of 
June; and this was matter of great astonishment to 
all Europe. If .the inactivity of the Archduke 
could be accounted for by his expectation of the 
Russian army, it was not equally easy to conceive 
why Magsena, who had received during the month 
of July great reinforcements, and who, at the begin- 
ning of the following month had at least 20,000 men 
more than that Prince, did not make haste to attack 
him before that General Korsakow, who commanded 
the Russian army, had arrived sufficiently near to 
support the Austrians, or to enable them to repair 


any reverses. Not knowing to what this conduct of 


Massena was to be attributed, motives were ascribed 
to him, to which the dissatisfaction of the Directory 
with him, and the resolution which it had adopted, in 
the middle of July, of depriving him of his command, 
gave some colour. However this might be, he either 
acted only according to instructions received from 
Paris, or, which is more probable, he found means 
10 procure an approbation there of his conduct; for 
he retained his command, and was trusted with the 
partial execution Go: new. plan en by the 
pinot 5 2 by A 
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notwithstanding the successive disasters which its 
armies had experienced, and at a moment when it 
did not seem even capable of defending itself, it had 
the bold idea of resuming the offensive, and com- 
bined a plan of general attack along the whole line 
of che theatre of war, across the Alps, through 
Switzerland, Piedmont, and the States of Genoa, 
from the Mein to the Mediterranean. Though it 
did not possess sufficient means to ensure the suecess 
of this great design, circumstances were in some 
respects favourable to it. The epocha of the cam- 
paign was that in which the French would have the 
greatest degree of relative force; their armies, and 
particularly that of Switzerland, having been rein- 
forced by a large number of Conscripts, while the 
Russian army was still at some distance from its 
destination; and while in Ttaly, the Allies were 
obliged to divide their force, to begin and to cover 
the siege of Tortona, and to guard all the outlets of 
the Alps. They flattered themselves also, at Paris, 
that Mantua would employ, much longer than 25 
faet it did, a part of the eombined armies. 
Conformably to the projects of the Directory, 
General Joubert, who had just taken the command 

of 30 or 40000 men in the State of Genoa, which | 
e eee A330] an | | they _ 
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they had contrived to assemble there, was to en. 
deavour to raise the siege of Tortona, and to drive 
the Allies beyond the Po. About 15,000 men, 
which General Championnet had collected on the 
frontiers of Dauphinẽ and Piedmont, were to annoy 
the Allies, by penetrating through the vallies which 


connect these two countries, to support Joubert's 


left on the Maritime Alps, and 10 form a central 
army between the armies of Italy and Switzerland. 
The latter, which was at once the most numerous, 
and the most advantageously posted, was destined to 
drive the Archduke from the whole of Switzerland, 
if possible; at any rate to confine him very much; 
and above all, to force the positions which he had taken 
on the right flank of the French army, so as to 


interrupt, or at least to encrease the distance of his 


communications with Marshal Suworow. 

These views guided Massena in forming his plan 
of attack: he revolved to make it along che whole 
line, but more weakly on his leſt, than on his centre 
cupied the pace situated between the mouths of the 
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Rhone and the Aar, the Canton of Underwald, and 
the western bank of the lake of Lucerne 1 

On the 14ch of August, the whole French army 

; 1 itself in motion, and marched on all sides against 
the enemy.—Massena, who, on the preceding days 
had made some movements on his left, directed 
himself against che position of the Austrians in 
front of Zurich, on the points of Wallichofen, 
Altstetten, and Wiedikon, and caused a strong de- 
tachment to pass to the other side of the Limmat. 
Excepting the latter circumstance, this attack al. 
most perfectly resembled that made on the 18t of 
June, and had the same issue. The advanced posts, 
as usually happens in similar cases, fell back before 
che superior force of che assailants; but the corps 
of reserve encamped near the town, having flown to 
their arms and marched to their support, the French 
after a warm action, in which the Swiss on both 
sides shewed great animosity, were driven back to 
chat it was not Massena's plan 10 make a serious 
attack on this point; he only, wished to draw the 
attention of the Austrians thitber, to prevent them 
from sending reinforcements to their left wing, It 
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was there that the main blow was to be struck, 
and that was the chief object of concern. 

While General Chabran, who We, the 
division of the right of the corps which was im- 
mediately under Massena's orders, extended him - 
self in front of the mountains of the Albis, and 
got possession without much difficulty of almost 
all the country, situated between these mountains 
and the western bank of che lake of Zurich, Ge 
neral Lecourbe, who had nearly 20,000 men under 
his command, divided into six columns, attacked 
all the positions of the Austrians from Mount St. 
Gothard, to the northern extremity. of the Canton 
of Schweitz. The operations entrusted to ihis Ge- 
neral, embracing a great extent of country were 
to be carried on, some upon mountains almost in- 
accessible, others in deep vallies; the different co 
lumns could therefore: neither act in concert, nor 
communicate with each other; (incanvenigncies, ige- 
vitably attached to a war in a m inous country, 


which render 1% Gſhcal and dangerous) aer 


had penetrated by the point of attack assigned to 
it, and that the object of the expedition was ac- 
compliched in all its parts, Thus was 8. =_ than 
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to drive the Austrians from the summits of che most 
elevated country in Europe, from the mountains of 
St. Gothard, the Furca, the Grimsel, and the 
| Oberalb,* tops of the great Alps, reservoirs of their 
_ waters, and, if the expression may be used, trunks 
from which their different branches spring ; in a 
word, to retake the Cantons of Uri and Schweitz, 
and even afterwards that of Glarus and the Grey 
It would be difficult without rendering this narra- 
due too long, and without incurring the risk of making 
it confused, to enter into all the details of the for- 
mation, of the march, and of the operations of the 
| Lecourbe. It will be sufficiently explicit to say, 
that they went to meet the Austrians in the vallies 
of Mutten, of Schagen, of the Reufs, of Jelbayen, 
of the Aar, and of the Rhone; vallies which 
dicularly, the immense mass of mountains which 
Wunde eee Suben bels of the Helverkc Alps, 
and which it n by NY are en inhabitable 
_ * . 
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* The St. Gothard is 12,000 Your "high, the 42 
13,000, and the Schrekhorn 15,000, | 
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Of the six columns, that which was quite on 
the left, and under the command of General Boivin, | 
advanced on the morning of the 1 4th, by Steinen 
and Seeven, against the different posts which the 
Austrians occupied in the Canton of Schweitz, and 
in front of its capital. Major Etwoes, who com- 
manded their advanced guard, defended himself 
well, and was valiantly seconded by the inhabitants 
of this Canton, who, on this, as on many other 
occasions, shewed chemselves worthy descendants of 
the ancient Cimbri; but having to contend with 
a superior force, and seeing himself turned by a 
hoxtile battalion, which had crossed Mount Mutten, 
be was forced to retire into the Muttenthal, whither 
de was followed VETO Boivin.* 
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When the Austrians got possession of the cantons 
of Uri, Clarus, and Schweitz.; the inhabitants of these 
cantons, armed their constitutional contingent, the ex- 
pence of which was defrayed partly by the voluntary 
aubscription of the inhabitants, and partly hy England. 
These contingents have throughout the whole campaign 
uniformly made a common cause with the Austrians; 
and it. may be said with truth, that every one capable 
of bearing arms in the smaller cantons, who remained 
Alter the terrible executions of the. French in the month 
of May, acted a8 a soldier during the whole n. 
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The destination of the second column, was to 
dislodge che Imperialists from this latter valley, and 
to deprive them of this means of retreat. The beuer 
to succeed in this, one part advanced by Gerisau, 
along the lake of the four Cantons, and on the 
right bank of the Mutten, while another, which 
crossed the lake in hoats, disembarked near Brunnen 
in spite of the fire of the enemies artillery, carried 
this post, and marched towards the left bank of 
the river. The first division met with a strong 
resistance, and could not ſorce the bridge of Mutten. 
But the Austrians being attacked by the second, 
and placed between two fires, were obliged to abandon 
their position, and retreated, after a fresh action which 
they sustained on the 1 gth, towards the Canton of 
Clarus by the Clontalerthal. 
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and fought on all occasions with that enthusiasm and 
fury, which the love of nberty. ur of e 
and despair could inspire. | 
It is to be regretted, that the great bulk of this work pre- 
'yents'a recital of all the miseries, to which the unfor- 
tunate inhabitants of Eastern Switzerland were Expoted 
during this campaign, of the cotrageous love of their 
country, which they displayed. and of the advantages 
vbich might have been, but Which either from ignorance 
or want of . not dertved from it. * 2 
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The column which was to make the third attack 
was also composed of two divisions, commanded by 
the chief of the staff, Porson. That of the leſt 
passed by Bauen, kept along the lake of the four 
Cantons, and drove the small Austrian posts as far 


as Seedorff. That on the right sat out from the Engel- 


berg, marched upon Attighausen and Ertfeld, and 
joined the first on the leſt bank of the Reuss, in 
the valley of Altorf. At their approach the Im- 
perialists retired behind the river, and broke down 
all the bridges, This latter circumstance would have 
stopped the French, and have disconcerted their 
plan of attack, if General Lecourbe had not foreseen 


it, and provided a remedy, That General had em- 


barked in armed boats, a column of reserve, almost 
entirely composed of grenadiers, of which he took 


the command himself. It has been seen that he had 


disembarked a part of them to turn the Imperialists 
in the valley of Mutten. He did the same to dis- 
lodge them from that of Schagen. Towards the 
end of the day, (the 14th), while a violent fire of 
artillery and musquetry was kept up on both sides 
of the Reuss, he landed a strong detachment near 


PFluelen, 
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Fluelen, * which! turned Altorf, and advanced into 
the | Shagenthal. + The Austrians, having at the 
came time to support the fire of this latter corps, of 
that which vas on the other side of the Reuss, and 
of che armed boats, could not face. it, and aban 
doned Altorf, and the lower part of the valley of 
the Reuss, and of Scha gen. 

General Loison, who had set out with the fifth 
column, from the canton of Underwald, traversed 
the mountains which separate it from that of Uri, 
and from the Oberland, and arrived on the 14th at 
night, at the entrance of the valley of Jelbayen, which 

leads to that of the Reuss. The Austrians had 
closed up this pass by entrenchments, advantageously 
Situated, but defended' by only two companies of 
infantry. This obstacle stopped General Loison, 
and prevented him from pushing on farther that day. 
The day following, (the 15th), he stormed these 
works, the possession of which he obtained by his 


— — — — — - — — — 2 
- — of -— — —— — - — — — —— — — — — — — — — == — — - © — 
— 8 — = — — —— * 


af = 44 A — 
— 


— 
— 


— 
——— EIT ra. 

9 > HE ra 
A — . 
— — 2 — 


*. ID. 
— . — 


— 
— oe 


— > OE 


— 


— WE ON 


— Ces Ee Ee EE ES <P ERIN ns Rees 


— 


— — — 
ä—U k— — —˖⁊f3— — — —— 
— 
— — 


— * — = ogy | aa 
"WE 


£ es * > * 
* PERS: Oy” OE TE. —— ror — ror 
od — — — — —— eee en nd 


———— 


N 
{1 
$ 
4 
is 
. 


yin ——— — 


** 


# The chapel of William Tell, is not more than half 
a league from this place. 

+ Those of the readers who may not perhaps know | 
that the German word Thal, means valley, will have 
probably supposed it, by seeing that the valley of Mutten, 
or of Schagen ; the Muttenthal, or the Schagenthal are 
used indifferently. 
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great Superiority, but for which however he paid 


dearly. . It cannot but be a matter of astonisbment, 
that General Lecourbe, who had usually shown him- 


self in his reports, rather more reasonable than the 


other Republican Generals, should have flattered 
himself with, obtaining belief, when he wrote that 
these works, acquired in so short a time, formed a 
hexagon fortress, completely fortified and repaired. 
General Gudin, who commanded the right of Le- 
courbe's corps, traverxd the Oberland with the sixth 
column, marching up the valley of the Aar, and direct- 
ing himself towards Mount Grimsel and the Furca, 


which he had orders to carry. The importance of 


these posts which cover the road, by which there is 


a communication from the source of the Rhone, to 


that of the Reuss, had determined the Imperialists 
to guard them with a greater force than they kept on 
the other before-mentioned points of attack, and they 
had near 1500 men there; but General Gudin, 
having three or four times that number, triumphed 
over the obstinate and bloody resistance that he ex- 
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An idea may be formed of the elevation of the 
mass of mountains called the Furca, when it is 


nown, that from its 3 to its apex, is an ascent ol 90 
miles. 
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( 808 ) 
periended, and dislodged the Austrians from the 
Grimsel and the Furca. They made another stand 
beyond the Oberwald, but were again obliged to re- 
treat, which they did towards the canton of Uri. 
General Gudin pursued them the day follow- 
ing, (the 1th), and directed his course by the 
Furca, to St. Gothard. While he thus chased the 
Imperialists from the upper extremity of the valley, 
General Thurreau also forced General Haddick's 
advanced guard, which was then in the Duchy of 
Aoast, to quit the Simplon, and the other posts which 
they occupied in the southern part of the Valais. 
The day after the capture of Altorf, at which, as 
has been shewn he was present, Lecourbe had pro- 
ceeded with his reserve, and marched up the valley 
of the Reuss, in order to form à junction with 
Generals Loison and Gudin, and to assist them in 
accompliching the operations with which they were 
charged, in case they should have been unable to 
surmount all the obstacles which opposed them.—In | 
his way he dislodged the Austrians from the post of 
Steig and from Maderanerthal, and joined General Loi- 
son at Wasen. Their united columns marched towards 
the Devil's Bridge, the last post which remained to the 
Imperialists in the valley of Urseren. The troops 
| 9 which 
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which occupied it, were thus on the point of being 
attacked, front by Lecourbe, and in the rear by 
Gudin. The first met the advanced posts of the 
enemy in the afternoon, and drove them as far as 
the Devil's Bridge. The Austrians had added to 
the natural strength of this post by entrenchments, 
and by a cross ditch. * Lecourbe, accustomed for 
the last two days to surmount every obstacle, 
marched in close column to the attack of the Devil's 
Bridge and of Rocheperce. But he had reason to 
repent his confidence, when he saw before him a 
large and deep trench, and was assailed by a close, 
commanding, and well sustained fire. It was neces- 
sary to fall back; in vain did he attempt to force 
the position of the enemy by the Rocheperce ; he 
was every where repulsed by the musquetry, and 
was obliged to renounce the attack on this extraor- 
dinary post, and to wait the success of the operations 
of General Gudin.—The latter had continued on the = 
same day, his march towards the valley of Urseren, ; 
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* This bridge, of which mention has already been 
made, is 50 feet long, and 70 feet high above the bed of 
the Reuss. After having passed this bridge, you come 
to a path cut through the rock, about goo feet long, and 

by which six men may pass in front. There is only a * 
small aperture in the middle, which admits light. | 
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by the Furca, and the St. Gothard, driving the 
Austrians before him, who retired, part into the 
valley of the Ticino, and part into that of the 
Rhine. At his approach the small Imperial corps 
which occupied the Devil's Bridge, finding itself 
exposed to be hemmed in, in a few hours after, be- 
tween Generals Lecourbe and Loison, evacuated its 
post in the night, and retreated towards Dissentis, 
by the sources of the Rhine. The next day, (the 


16th), the two French Generals formed a junction; 


and Lecourbe thus found himself in two days, 


master of the canton of Schweitz, of almost the whole 


of that of Uri, and of the most elevated points of the 
great chain of the Alps, which bounds Switzerland 
to the southward. 1 

On impartially considering these events, it is im- 
possible not to acknowledge the ability, the concert, 
and the activity which marked the arrangement and the 
execution of General Lecourbe's plan of attack. He 


left scarcely any thing to fortune in local circumstances, 


and in a species of operation where it is so difficult to 
command it. The direction of his six columns, as 
may have been observed, placed every position of the 
enemy between two fires. What crowned the suc- 


cess of this manucevre, and removed the danger of 
| it 
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it was, that in setting out from the left, each column 


which had been successful, moved up successively _ 


on the right, and favoured the attack of the hind- 
most columns, which had the longest and most dit- 
ficult part to act. Their means of victory thus 
increased, in proportion as the obstacles diminished. 


It is however just to say, that Lecourbe was full one 
third superior in number to the Austrians, and had 


also the great advantage of a premeditated offensive, 
calculated at leisure upon assumed data. 
Generals Jellachich and Simbschen, who com- 
manded in the cantons of Schweitz and of Uri, had 
retreated, the former as far as the extremity of the 
canton of Glarus, and behind the Linth, the latter into 
the Grey League, on the mountains of Crispalt, which 
cover the passes of the Grison country. This latter 
position, commanding the new line which the French 
had just acquired, and exposing them to be every 


moment attacked, with advantage, in the valley of 


Urseren, Lecourbe, after having joined to his corps 
of reserve almost all the troops which formed the 
columns of Generals Loison and Gudin, and sent 
the rest towards St. Gothard, to cover his right, 
advanced che same day, the 16th, on the road from 
Urseren to Dissentis. He fell in with the first 
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posts of the enemy near the lake of Oberlass, and 
found the principal corps well posted on the sur- 
rounding heights, They came soon to action on all 
Sides, and fought a long time with dubious success. 
The Austrian infantry frequently charged the enemy 
with effect, and maintained its position for many 
hours, It was at length broken by the reserve of gie- : 
nadiers, which had followed Lecourbe in the whole 
of this expedition, and forced to fall back as 


far as Tawetsch. 


If credit was to be given to * French General, 
the three days of the 14th, 15th, and 16th, must 
have cost the Imperialists about 1500 men, killed or 
wounded, 3500 made prisoners, and 10 pieces of 
cannon. Although this estimate was much nearer 
the truth than the ridiculous reports which Massena 
and some other French officers made on this sub- 
ject, there is still reason to believe, that it was exag- 
gerated® : If it had been exact, the Austrians would 

have 
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* This occasion, amongst a thousand others, shows 
with how much mistrust future historians should con- 
sult the reports with which the French load their 
revolutionary annals. Masse na said, that the Austrians 
had 8, 400 men made prisoners: an Adjutant General, 


named Guyot, 15,000; the Directory, 25,000: and 


Lecourbe 


(218). 
have lost nearly. half of the troops which they had 
from the sourees of the Rhine to the canton of Zug; 
and certainly that was not the case. It is evident, 
chat attacked on all the points of their line, at the same 
time, by superior force, they were not obstinate in 
defending their ground, and opposed only as mach 
resistance as was necessary, to secure their retreat 


successively into the vallies of the Linth, the Rhine, 


and the Ticino. This defensive conduct did not 


admit of their making so many prisoners from the 


French, as fell into the hands of the latter, but the 
loss in killed and wounded was greater on the part 


of the Republicans, | as they had every where to at- 


tack strong and well chosen positions, for the acqui- 


sition of which they must necessarily haue paid 


dear. 


If the French had some days sooner met with this 


great success, which deprived the Austrians of the 
important possesion of the small cantons, these 
events might have been attended with consequences 
of a most serious nature to the Archduke. Being 

e avs Fe 3c t adv e 


Lecourbe, who was the real actor, 500. How can the 
French flatter themselves, that their military fables will 


be believed, when they not even. take the trouble to - | 


make them accord with each other, 
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very inferior in number, and on the point of having 
other affairs on his hands, he would probably have 
been forced to evacuate almost the whole of Swit- 
zerland, or could not have maintained himself there 
but by great skill, and at the expence of much blood. 
But by a singularity, which what passed in the month 
following, renders worthy of remark, the day on 
which Massena began his general attack, the first di- 
vision of the Russian Army of General Korsakow, 
followed at a small distance by five others, arrived by 
Forced marches at Schaffhausen, from whence it 
marched two days afterwards, towards Zurich, The 
timely arrival of this reinforcement, allowed Prince 
Charles to diminish, without endangering it, the force 
of his principal position of Zurich, -and to send Ge- 
neral Hotze with several thousand men, to support 
the two Austrian corps which had retired into the 
cantons of Schweitz and Glarus, and which after hav- 
ing been pushed beyond Rapperschwill and the 

Linth, retook these two positions. This river, the 
lake of Zurich, and the Limmat, were, properly 
speaking, the limits of the two armies. The Arch- 
duke made also, at the same time, some demonstra- 
tions of a diversion on the Limmat and the Aar, and 
on the 14th threw some pontoons over the latter ri- 
| ver, 
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ver, near Dettingen. The great fire of artillery made 
by the Austrians on this occasion, produced a be- 
lief that they had really the intention of forming their 
bridge, and drove the French thither in force. This 
was all that the Archduke desired; and this feint had 
no other consequence, than a cannonade kept up on 
both sides, with a good deal of vivacity, but with 
little loss. A | | | 
On the following days the whole Russian army, 
with the exception of the cavalry which would have 
been useless in Switzerland, and which remained 
on the right bank of the Rhine, joined the Austrians 
near Zurich.“ It was no longer the Archduke, 
but Massena, who had any thing to fear on this 
P 4 point, 


* 


8 * 


* This Army as has been mentioned, was originally 
to have been 45,000 men strong, 11.000 of it were de- 
tached and sent in Italy. The remainder, including the 


Army of Conde, which was zome way behind, was 


computed at g, ooo men: but taking into account the 
habitual exaggeration with which armies are estimated. 
and deducting the numbers of men not soldiers who 
follow them, and which are greater among the Russians 
than any other nation, we may reckon that General 
Korsakow had not under his command more than 28,000 
effectivemen. Minute researches have been made on this 
point, which it was necessary to ascertain, in order to be 
able to form a correct judgment on the events of the 
following month. | 1 , | 
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point, and it was expected, that the Prince would 
undertake some great enterprise to recover with 
interest what he had recently lost. Some circum- 
stances which - will soon be related, prevented it 
from taking place. The French were in expec- 
tation of it; and this reason joined to the influ- 
ence which the great defeat experienced by the 
| Republican army of Italy on the 15th of the same 
month, had on the general state of affairs, hindered 
Massena from pursuing the advantages which had 
been gained by his right wing. Lecourbe, who had 
forced General Simbschen to retreat as far as Ilantz, 
fearing that if he advanced any farther, a corps 
detached from the allied army of Italy, might march 
on his rear, and carry St. Gothard, evacuated on 
the 2gd the country of the Grisons, the inhabitants 
of which, as well as those of the Voralberg and the 
Tyrol, had received an order to rise in mass, and with- 
drew into the valley of Urseren. He acted the more 
wisely, that Colonel Strauch, who after the engagements 
of the Furca, and the Grimsel, had fallen back as far 
as Bellinzona, had again moved forward, and had 
pushed his advanced guard as far as Airolo.—The 
wo French corps which had conquered the cantons 
of Schweitz and Glarus, having their flanks better 
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gupported, preserved the position which they had ac- 
quired, but did not seriously attempt to make any 
fresh progress, which would have been dangerous for 
them. There were however some affairs, the most 
considerable of which took place on the goth, on the 
Upper and Lower Linth, but they had no other 
consequence than the capture and recapture of se- 
veral posts, and amongst others of that of Glarus; 
and the month of August passed away without any 
other changes taking place in the respective positions 
of the Armies, than those which resulted from the actions 
of the 14th, 15th, and 16th. The line of the French 
extended from the Valais to the southern source of 
the Rhine, from thence on the Linth, traversed the 
canton of Schweitz, ran the whole length of the lake 
of Zurich, joined itself to the position of the Albis, and 
from thence followed the Limmat, the Aar, and the 
Rhine as far as Basle. Eight divisions of an unequal 
strength occupied this line: it is useless to par- 
ticularize that of the Austrians; it is sufficient to say 
that it was opposite to that which has just been de- 
eins,, | | 

The great battle which the French had lost at 
Novi in Italy, had entirely deranged their offensive 
plans. The part which was assigned to Massena, 
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was in a great measure depending on that which was 
at the same time to be acted in Germany and Italy, 
by the Republican armies, which might be considered 
as the two wings of his. It was necessary that both, 
or at least one of them should advance, in order that 
the centre might do so without danger, indeed, that 
it might with safety preserve its position. It wanted 
a point of support, and not being able since the 
battle of Novi to find it on its right, it was necessary 
to look for it on the leſt; and the army which the 
Directory had recently been busy in forming on the 
Rhine, received orders to advance on the Mein, and 
on the Necker. The object of this expedition was, 
less to put Massena in condition to undertake new 
operations, than to prevent the Archduke by a 
powerful diversion, from turning against him the 
mass of force which he had at his disposal, since the 
arrival of the Russians. To preserve Switzerland 
by threatening Germany; to procure in this latter 
country money and provisions, which the Directory 
was not in a condition to furnish ; to employ, for 
the benefit of the Republic, the rich granaries of the 
Palatinate, which the harvest had just filled; to de- 
range the great plan of attack with which it was sup- 
posed the Archduke and Marshal Suworow would 

| crown 


( #19) 
crown the campaign, and to keep themselves pre- 
pared to take advantage of the faults which either the 
one or the other might commit ; to these points 
probably the views of the French were confined at 
this moment. Considering all circumstances, no 
others were leſt to them. The favorable opportunity 


for a plan generally and decidedly offensive, had va- 


nished on the arrival of the 28 ,000 Russians. The 
reason which suggests the latter reflections will appear 
in the course 2 of this relation, 


— — Os 


3 


— "+ 


Ka, 
— — 


" I 3 
1 — my = — 


— 


i oe 


"7 


> 
' 
„ 1 
. 4 
- , 
f [4 
4 $4} 
b 
7 
. 
1 Aid 
fl l 
14 
LS 
we * 
| 
1 Me 
Ls 
N 
14 
= 
\ 
{ 74 
: l 
* Fs 
| 1 
5 
3-1? 
6. 
0 
i# 1 
* & 
7 
vt 
STS" 
* . 
wh. 
' þ =» 
. 
1 
.. 
+,” 8 
bi {of 
1 
1 
1 
* 1 
* 
} 't 
* al 
1K 
16:5 
J +." 
* Y 
+ 
: a4 
l 4: 
1 "iy , 
2 4 
„ 
14 
5 * * 
v 
A 
+ Try 
1918 
its 
[ 
8 i 
2 1 
1 
3% 
1 
ibs 
- #338 
ph 
4 
NE 
1 
* 
7 4 £2 
? KS 
4 2 
3 
by 
„ N 
{ *. 

. 2 
_ 
N . 
4 1 
' 200 
n 
p \ 

4 * 

N fi 

i: 
7 
* - 
3 
- . 1 
: «4 
q 
U. p 
b * 
N 
F 1 
9 
33 
[ys 
I" 
5 L 
. 
* 
93 
s 4 
: *” 
. 


— 0; 
l 


(220) 


CHAP. XII 

The French army of the Rhine commanded, ad interim, 
by General Muller concentrates itself in the Pala- 
tinate, and the E lectorate of Mentz—1t Passes 
the Rhine at many points, on the 25th of August, 
and gets possession of Manheim, and of Heidelberg, 
and invests Philipsburglh— Thie Generals Sztaray 
and Meerfeld, send reinforcements to the Necker 
and to the Enz—The French fall back=—The dif- 

ferent forces opposed to them—Object of the court of 
Vienna Conduct of the Archduke=—This Prince 
quits Switzerland with his army——A part of his 
troops march towards the Necker —The French 

mute a vain attack in front of Kehl—The levy of 
troops in the Electorate of Mentz, detains the 
French upon the Mein—They raise the Siege of 
Philipsburgh, and preserve on the right bank of the 

Rhine, only Manheim and Neckerau—They are 
driven thence sword in hand, and are also obliged to 
return into Mentz—State of affairs and expectations 
of the public, towards the end of September. 


N OTHING important had passed upon the 


right bank of the Rhine, since the engagement of 
| | the 


— 
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the 29th of July. There, as in Switzerland, the 
French had delayed attacking, till the other armies 


of the Republic should be in a state to do so like- 
wise: the army of the Rhine had besides not yet ob- 
tained that number of troops, which was necessary 
to have sufficient weight in the balance. Having 
acquired them towards the middle of August, it 
prepared to enter upon the campaign, for the reasons, 
and with that object in view which have been 
already disclosed in the last chapter. Till this period, 


the war in Suabia, and in the countries which sepa- 


rated it from the Mein, had been on both sides 


merely a war of observation. It then began to as- 
ume in some respects, the principal part, and to 
have a direct influence W 35 definitive result of 
the campaign, 

The head quarters of the army of the Rhine, 
which was commanded ad interim by General 
Muller, had been for some days at Strasburgh, and 


it was believed, that in case it should undertake any 


thing, it would be as before, by the vallies of Kintz- 
ing and Renchen—But whether it was that the loss 


of the battle of Novi, and the derangement which it 


caused in the projects of the French, had made them 
give up the attack of the Black Forest: or whether 
not 


ECD 

not being sufficient in point of number to penetrate 
at the same time by many points, they wished to as- 
semble their forces in the places where it was most 
advantageous to shew themselves, they withdrew 
on the evening of the igth of August, the troops 
which they had before Kehl; and while one part re- 
mained to guard the fort, the other marched on the 
left bank of the Rhine, towards the bishopric of 
Spire, and the Palatinate, 

On the 2th, the Republicans, 10,000 in io 
passed the Rhine at Manheim, and near that town, 
whither they had just removed their head quarters, 
At the news of this event, the flying corps of the 
light Imperial troops, which were between the Mein 
and the Necker, fell back towards the latter river, and 
the levy in mass of the Odenwald and Bergstrass, as- 
$<mbled on the Bergstrass, and took post there with 
some troops of Mentz and Wurtzburg, who com- 
posed the basis of this national armament. Such 
was their patriotic zeal, as well as their animosity to 
the French, that as early as on the 25th, more than 
10,000 Peasants were under arms from the frontier 
of the country of Darmstadt, as far as the Necker, 
If the advantage jp point of numbers, was on the side 
5 | of 
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of the Germans, their enemies enjoyed a far more 
enviable superiority in respect of the quality of their 

troops, for the Imperial regulars did not amount to 
2000, The French therefore did not meet with any 
serious obstacle, and after some skirmishes, they pro- 
ceeded along both banks of the Necker on the 26th, 
and got possession of Heidelberg, where they took 

some provisions. A part of them remained in the 

town to watch over the Bergstrass; another division 
directed its course to Bruchsal, and the remainder 
marched towards Heilbron, in pursuit of the Aus- 
trians, who defended but feebly the approach to this 
town, into which the French entered on the 29th, but 
too late to get possession of the Magazines, of 
which it was the depot, The enemy on the follow- 
ing days extended themselves into the country, 
lying between the Rhine and the Necker. 

While this was passing, another division of the 
army of the Rhine, under the command of General 
Baraguay d Hilliers, set out from Mentz, repulsed 
the small Mentzer posts which were upon the Mein, 
arrived at the gates of Franckſort, levied contribu- 
tions on the town, notwithstanding its agreed neutra- 
lity, pushed an advanced guard towards Aschaffen- 
burgh, and then marched towards the Lower 

| | Necker, 
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Necker, where it arrived on the 2nd of Septem- 
ber, and where it joined itself to the centre of the 
army of the Rhine. This enabled General Muller 
to advance with considerable strength on his right and 
to invest Philipsburgh, which he hastened to bombard, 
on the 26th. 1 85 

As soon as the news of this inroad had 
reached Donaueschingen, where General Sztaray 
commanded a corps of reserve, some thousands of 
men, followed by that General, set forward on their 
march towards the Necker and the Entz, some of 
them making for Lauffen, others for Pfortzheim, 
near to which places they were on the goth. At 
their approach, the French who had pushed as far into 
the neighbourhood of Pfortzheim, and whom however 
the light Imperial troops which they had driven 
before them, still kept in check, evacuated the 
country of Baden Durlach, and concentrated them- 
selves in the bishopric of Spire, and the Palatinate; 
they were in part forced to do this by some reinforce- 
ments which General Meerfeld sent from Offenburgh, 
upon the Murg and the Enz. Some hundreds of 
men from the. Wurtemberg troops, had also joined 
. the Austrians at Lauffen, upon the right bank of 
the Necker. They had at the same time sent off 


couriers to Munich, to ask for the assistance of the 
Bavarian 
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Bavarian troops cantoned upon the Lech. Wich 


the armament of the Peasants of the Odenwald and 


Bergstrass, that of the inhabitants of the Spessart, 
connected itself: this guarded the Mein and the AY 
proaches of Aschaffemburg. 

All these different measures, mics hears wi 
been supposed sufficient to stop the progress of the 
French, to hinder them from penetrating into Suabia 
and Franconia, and even to make them raise the 
Siege of Philipsburgh, to drive them, in short, down 
the whole course of the Necker and the Mein. It 
would have been very fortunate for. the interests | of 
the coalition, , if the Archduke, Charles had thought 
thus, or rather if the views of the court, of Vienna 
bad permitted him to act in conformity. to > this op 
nion. The . contrary. part which this. Prince took, 
bad such important and fatal conzequences, , both 


military and political, that it is e Vin. bis 


subject to enter into some detail.. 
It has been said in one of the preceding ebapters, 


that it was generally expected, that alter the con- 
quest of Italy had been gufficiently. Secured, Mar: 


Mal Suworoyw would; at the ;þead. o of a part of the 
victorious . army, invade,: or even turn t the eben 
part of Switzerland, While ß Charles. would 
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take it in flank by the north side, and that tic 
army of Massena, should be attacked at the same 
ume, or at least kept in check on tlie eastern side, 
by a body of troops, composed of Austrians, Rus- 
sians, and Swiss Auxiliaries, This plan, the exe- 
cution of which would have 'terminated the cam- 
paign in a manner worthy of its commencement, 
and would have given to the war a political direc: 
ton, entirely new to it, had been originally formed 
by the courts. of London and Petersburgh ; and 
al Europe looked forward to it with anxious hopes : 

but it is not perhaps saying too much to assert, that 
the court of Vienna, never intended to effectually 
ausist this plan, although she ostensibly approved it. 
She might have greatly favoured the accomplichment 
of this project, have even rendered it urmecestary, 
and have reaped beforchand almost all the advan- 
tages Which could have resulted from it, if sbe 
had left Prince Charles master of his own conduct, 
and at liberty to pursue, after the taking of Zurich, 
the conquest of Switzerland, a thing which at that 
is reason to belleve, that 50 far from her favouring 
the projects of the Archduke in this fespect, sbe 
Even bound fault with that Prince for having packed 

; — dffentsive 
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dlfentive measures so far, and for having drawn her 
into a situation which she wished to avoid, that öf 
a war made on the frontiers of France, a war which 
would have demanded explanations, plans, and pro- 
ſessions of political faith, which might be adverse to 
the sentiments and designs of the house of Austria. 
Although the inactivity of tbe Austrian army in 
Switzerland, from the middle of June, to that of 
August, was rather voluntary than the result of com 
pulsion, it might be in some measure justified by 
cogent reasons, and the loss of a0, 00 men which 
the Archduke had sustained in the departure of 
Generals Bellegarde and Haddick, had left Him, if 
This consideration joined to local difficulties. für- 
nihed arguments in favour of 4 teitipoilzing cünduct. 
| When however che army of General Kotskkow, 
Bad arrived in Switzerland, when that General "Il 
cording 10 the orders of hib Soverdlgh, And to the 
state of affairs, Tequested) that än attack Should 
be made, when in order to affect a compliance 
Vich his" wiches, Vain parade and demoristrations 
were! made, it was fröm that te very evi- 
dent, hat Aulitis * condiitied helther” the Views nor 
the interens of her aflies, ad thi "ily * ltd ti 
( 2 2 i any | 
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any longer depend upon her co-operation in the 
grand work with which they were desirous of crown- 
ing the campaign. This difference in the councils was 
naturally attended with divisions in the camps. The 
almost unavoidable rivalry between the troops of 
the duo Emperors, between soldiers who. had a cha- 
racter for superior bravery, and others, who during 
ten, years had given exemplary proofs of their valour, 
whether in good. or bad fortune, was too soon con- 
verted into open jealousy, and was not, as in Italy, 
restrained by a vigorous authority, and diverted by 
active operations, and common success. 

All chis afforded no reason for supposing, that POM 
Field Marshal Suwgrow, Should, as had been agreed 
upon, repair into Switzerland, those advantages would 
be dived, from this undertaking, - which, might have 


rezulied From googl understanding, , and. unity of 


Yiews,..., When, the incursion of the French upon de 
Nein, and thgir, march towards, Suabia, furnished 


Prince Charles with, a pretext for ayoiding a co. pe- 

ration, which he bad probably received orders. ig 

elude; this Young Prince, the unvilling instrument 

of Austrian a alarmed, or. pretending t to be sg, 

au the danger, whi — threatened Germany, and that 
ary of is army hich as edging pak 
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Rhine ; and 'profesging to feel the desire, as well as 
the obligation of rescuing from the ravages of the 
French, the states of the Elector Palatine, and | 
of 'the Duke of Wurtemberg, who had just ac- 
ceded to the coalition, (considerations which were 
far from being without- weight, but which did not 
require such extreme measures), ordered his army 
to hold itself in readiness to quit Switzerland, and 
made part of it immediately march towards Schaff- 
hausen. He entrusted General Hotze with the 
defence of the small cantons, and sent him some te- 
inforcements, which made the force of the latter 
amount to about 20,000 men, including all the 
left: his head quarters were placed at Kaltsbrun. 

During the last days of August, the Russians re- 
placed the Austrians along the banks of the Limmat 
and the Aar, and in front of Zurich. General 
Korsakow, with whom the command rested, fixed 
his head quarters in the last. mentioned town. Gene- 
ral N auendorf was left with about 10,000 men upon 
the right bank of the Rhine, to form there a body | 
of observation and of reserve. His head quarters 5 
were at Tengen, and he observed at the Same time 
the defile of the Val G Enfer, and that of 'the fron- 
tier towns, These were the INE Which 
K by 2 ö Prince 
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Prince Chats, before his departure, made for the 
defence of the conquered: part of Switzerland. 
He leſt behind him gg, o men, of whom more 
| than .40,000 were opposed to Massena from the 
Grison country, as far as the mouth of the Aar. 
The Archduke had on the 19th of August addressed 
to the Princes and States of the Empire, a pressing 
exhortation to make a common cause with the 
chief of the Empire, ne e ings 
contingent. 1 
One part of the Augtrian 3 10 to the 

: ante of about g0, ooo quitted Switzerland on 
the two last days of August, marched. towards 
the Duchy of Wurtemberg, and the other part 
towards the Brisgau. The Archduke followed this 
last column, and his head quarters, which had been 
for mare than two months at Kloten, and were trans. 
ferred on the g ist to Schaff haussen, were placed two. 
days afterwards at St. Blaise, in the Black Forest, 
where they remained till ibe gth of September. The 
stay which this Prince made there, was intended to 
leave Massena in an. uncertainty, respecting the 
destination of his. troops, to prevent him from im- 
mediately taking advantages of their departure, and 
in, this manner to hold him in check upon his flank, 
bill the column which marched rapidly towards the 
north 
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gorth of Suabia Should have arrived there. The 
latter made such haste, that on the 1ith it was already 


near Stuttgard, from whence it continued its march 
towards the Necker. The same day the Archduke 
Passed also by this town, and reached Vahingen, 
where were the head quarters of General Sztarray. 

It has been seen that the approach of the troops, 
which the latter commanded, had forced the Freneh 
on the goth of August, to evacuate Heilborn, and 


to concentrate themselves in the country of Baden 


Durlach, and the bishopric of Spire, in order to 
cover the Siege of Philipsburg, which place they 
| hoped to have time to take. General Sztarray not 
being however strong enough to attack the enemy, 
who had near 20,000 men, upon the right bank of 
the Rhine, had contented himself with taking po- 
sitions upon the Enz and the Necker, having bis 
advanced posts some leagues in front of these two 
rivers. The light troops on both sides disputed, 


during the first days of September, the places which 


lie in the centre of that kind of circle, which is 
formed by the Enz, the Necker, and the Rhine, and 
many skirmishes passed between both parties, the 
detail of which is not worthy of being recorded. 
. uninterening facts may be sacriſiced to the 
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_— 
object of unfolding more clearly the spirit, the aim, 
and the prominent features of the Campaign. 

The march of the Archduke's army towards the 
Necker, proving-that this prince was about'to collect 
the majority of his forces against General Muller, 
the body of French which occupied Kehl,” by way 
of diversion in his favor, on the 7th attacked the 
Austrian posts in the valley of Kintzing. They 
fought near Kork, Marlen and Bischoffsheim, and 
after having gained some ground, the French finding 
the Aust rians more than able to resist them, returned 
again into Kehl. If this attempt did not afford 
General Muller any support upon his right, he was 
at the same time deprived of that which he had upon 
his leſt. The arrival of General Baraguay d'Hillers, 
at the gates of Frankfort had, as has been already 
said, caused the subjects of the Elector of Mentz, 
and the inhabitants of the Spessart to take up arms. 

Almost all the population of the country on both 

banks of the Mein had been organised, in a military 
manner, by Baron Albini, who had borne a very 
active part at the congress of Rastadt, but chiefly by 
General Faber, known for. the honorable firmness 
with which he defended Ebrenbreitstein to the last 
extremity, These men being regularly divided into 


companies 
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companies, instructed in the use of arms and military 
Service by the Mentzer and Imperial officers, serving 
by rotation only, receiving from the Elector pro- 
vision and a small pay, and being assisted by the re- 
gular troops of this ecclesiastical Prince, formed a 
levy en mass, which was for the right wing of 
the Imperial Army, a support of greater use, and 


could be more depended upon, than is commonly 


the case with such armaments. Having established an 
immediate communication with the inhabitants of the 
Odenwald, and forming a total of more than 1 5,000 
men constantly under arms, they marched with some 
artillery against a column of the French which had 
advanced upon the banks of the Mein, and after 
some slight skirmishes obliged it to retreat. Baraguay 
d'Hilliers himself, apprehensive, if not for the 
safety of Mentz, at least for his communication 
with this place, fell back towards it, and arrived there 


on the gth of September. The Landsturm (he 
levy in mass) had pac Ty between this town 


and Frankfort. 5 105 4 9! 


The approach of the powerful body formed aby the 


united troops of the Archduke and General 'Sztar- 


ray, threatened too certain a defeat to the French 
corps which was besieging Philipsburg, where the 


brave 
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brave Rhingrave of Salm commanded, for it 
to persevere in the prosecution of the siege any 
longer, than its retreat could be effected with faſety. 
The enemy therefore, on the evening of the 11th, 


raised the. siege of this place with precipitation, 


after having in vain endeavoured to carry ome 
of its works, and after having bombarded it ever 
since the 6th with an uni | fury, OCCay 


sioned by the small A dh cnn 


to reduce it. Neither the works nor the garrison 


much from this violent fire, but it was of terrible 


consequence to the inhabitants, many of whom 
perished under the ruins of their houses: there 
did not remain one standing; and the town, on 
the z ath, appeared nothing but a heap of cinders, 
No other town except that of Landrecies had, du- 
ring the course of this war, so much reason to 
regret the substitution of battering by mortars, in- 
stead of battering in breach. | 

After the raising of the siege, the body of French 
who had been engaged in it; passed on the left 
bank of the Rhine, and went down towards Worms. 
General Muller who had suceeszively withdrawn 


bis head quarters from Wisloch te Schwetzingen, 


* 


(235) 
to be carried over the same day 10 the other side 
of che river. Two days after, he also withdrew 
his troops from Heidelberg, which the Austrians 
entered as soon as they departed, and he himself 
then passed over to the other side of the Rhine, 
which he lined wich his army from Spirebach 
as far as Mentz, the only part of the line which 
was not defended by any fortress, and where con- 
sequently, the presence of the troops was necessary. 
A division under the orders of General Laroche, 


was left in Manheim and in the works which che 


French had raised during the summer, to make 
amends for the insufficient fortifications of this town. 


Being desirous that this place Should- be at once a 


strong post for themselves, and that it should not 
be so against them, they had with one hand de- 
troyed that part of the fortifications which fronted 
the Rhine, and with the other they bad repaired 
chose which faced the plain; not contented. with 


this, they. had linked dhe works of dhe place 


is called Neckerau, (the isle of the Necker) and 
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chain of works defended the approaches of Man- 


heim, and covered the bridge of boats, which was 
upon the Rhine, an advantage without which, the 
possession of this town would have been of more 
5 than service. 

The Archduke, whose light troops had followed 
the French in their retreat, had marched with the 
bulk of his army consisting of about 20, ooo men, 
towards Heidelberg and Manheim. This Prince 
judging by the works which the French had, and 
Still continued without ceasing to raise in front of 


this place, of the degree of interest, which they 
attached to its preservation, resolved not to give 


them time to establish themselves there, wishing 


no doubt also to give a lustre to his expedition 
into Germany, and thus to compensate for its de- 


trimental effects in other respects. 
On the 3 8th, at break of day, this Prince attacked the 


village of Neckerau, which was accessible only by 5 
two bridges defended by palisaded redoubts, and ab- 
batus. The Austrians experienced an obstinate re- 


sistance, and were exposed to a destructive fire; 
but their on ſire becoming superior, and the sol- 
diers being animated by the presence of the Arch- 
_ in a second attack carried the village and 

; island 


2 


1 ( 287) 
island of Neckerau: all the French which" it con- 
tained were killed or taken. The success of this 
attack, which was a very brilliant one; enabled the 
Austrians to take in flank a fortified post, named 
Holtzof, situated upon the Rhine, and between Man- 
heim and Neckerau It was more briskly attacked 
andidefended than the latter place, was taken and 
retaken twice, but remained at last in the hands 
of the Imperialists. The French having also there 
no means of retreat, were entirely cut to pieces, 
OT made Prisoners. 1 The Austrians being Masters | 
of all the works which flanked Manheim along the 
Rhine, raised batteries on the Holtzoff to cannonade 
and bombard the bridge, and at the same time 
assaulied the chain of works raised in front of Man- 
heim on the land side. These were carried with 
such impetuosity that the Imperial troops entered 
the town intermingled with the French, and all the 
latter who had not passed tlie bridge fell into the 
hands of the Austrians. The sum total of those 
made prisoners in the course of this day amounted 
to mote than i 00% among whom were two Generals. 
The number bf killed and wounded was not much 
n who-purctazed the honour and advantage 


ciorup By. 1 of 


— cams oils — 
— © - 
— —— 


2200 õĩ]⁰üm ⁵ é T 
-. WE — 4 8 — — — ——— - 22 — 
— 4 _—_ _ — — — 99 

3 


os . —— 
an 4 «i. Eaten. 


_— — 


5 


— 2 2 


h 
5 
{8 
* 8 
\Y 
y 
"kj 
Is | 
7 
bo 
'n 
f 
a: 
bo 
M4 
| 
i N 
+ 1 
+0 
i 
i 1 
A 
6 
5 
4 
I. 
16 
Wits 
: } 
* 
2] 
$1'%. 
4 © 
Kt 
CT N 
4588 
* Mi 
* 4 \ 
IL 
Fl 
127 
: * 
ww ) 
on 
1 
+ 338 
- bY 
4 
# 
” 
40 
* 
+ 
{ 


Se. ood 


* 


— 


— 


_ — Ä———— — Aw agent: Ker nc CM hs — — 
E = <2 = —— 2 


o_ 
— 


* 752 — 1 . 
2 2 FT ICE. Jes ae yo hn 
er "Py ret 1 n 


9 
+ 13 of. 
d 44: bs 
2» q 70 
+ wu by 
120 1 
1 4 p l 
SO Pry i 
: I by 
: hat? 
4817418 
* 141 
1 44if 
+” 1.08 oy. 
7 „ 
0] 41H 
! 1178; as 
v . 
Ine 
ap 10 n 
inne 
F [4 I 
: {4 
ie. 
417 4 
1 WT ; 
199 ky 
11 14 0088 
CIEL © 
: 41,06 I. 
4 11.1018 9 
ien 
N TY t »$ 
4 if 
'T [4404 
4:7 4.1 : 
187? ! 
48 
PL OS 
+ $4. i 45k 
14 41]. 8 
16190 N 
41 4" 
7) T2 
p l 46 
Inne 
1114 3-88 
IN 
sg 079 + 
_ 1 } 
$334:114 164 
3% ny 1 
l Wl f 
i ” . 
110.008 
1 " 49 34 
i hk 1 
7 4 pF 
Dein, 
11 e ag 
SEN TT : 
: "PLAS 
12 | 8 
Wine 
* * n 
g 141 1 14k in 
e 
_ 147 
+ me. 
y Un 
l „ 
» % * 
15 p 
1 ot! . 
nnn i 
1, 4158 
494} T3281 
45 Wy: 
53 Wh bo 
* hk #4 
4 31* 7 
1 15 
Th! p k Þ 
1 . 
Lui 
nn 
Ly! * 
i 
: $1118 
34% \ Wh 
4 [ 
i 
10 
1 N tel; : 
14 1 
1 
1 | : . 
1464 
* 719 
5 N 
1 1 
i; 1068 
18 {WY 
1 i. 
75 . 
4 4b 
4 x inf 
3 , (iba 
\ * i! 
17 
7 Nr 
. 
"4%, 1:10 
f . 
1 i £ 
th 4 4 . 
. 
1 1 { 
£ 1458 
N. $ : 
" 1 
4 EI 
[ 3 
14 
75 Ny 
1 * 1 
349 1 
1 
. 
} 
. n 
15 y 
1 aw 
+ AIR 
4 1 
8 7 
4 4.668 
7 
F $1" 
# : : 
71 410588 
„ 
1 1 5 
C's 
: 6 — 8 
n 
1 
1 4h 
U 
. 
5 oak 
its 
. þ 144: 
0 1 ; 
e WE 
4 . i 
' Ra 
Is i wy * 
13 4.5 
1 
r 
_— 7 : 
„ 0 
. K 4 7 
4 N 
9 49 ; : 
: 1 
; 1443. 
. i Xt 
12.84 
Y "+ eie 
4 . 


2 


3 2 Aca> 2 2 3 x — 9 
1 . Jn 
3 * — * 1 — 
* * * * * 5 3 
2 an * C _ * 7 * 
3 — . > HS 2 — 
— — 2 * 2 — 3 
8 e 4 * . 
— 3 * — 2 2 


—_ 

4 

— -L 2 
== : 


( 238) 
of the day with the loss of some hundreds of men, 
Few affairs of posts have been more spirited, and 
more worthy of remark. It was in the face of 
the French army ranged on the opposite side of the 
river, that the Austrians in a few hours carried for- 
duke Charles, if the promptitude' and vigor, with 
een hs eee 
for themselves. 

nen leſt a _— in this W the 
outward entrenchments of which he ordered to 
mn the Archduke <ationed his ning 
body of his army in the fine plain which surrounds 
the latter river a body of light troops with flying 
Rudesbeim, on the extremity of Nhingau, and 
warcaon gane eure by - the treaty of Prussia 


= 1 | with 
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wich France. These excursions, which gave ca- 
sion to many skirmisbes, gained the Landsturm 


Kdence, and inured them to the fatigues of war. 
The position of the Imperial troops in the coun - 
tries, of which the French had been in peaceable 
che stay of the Archduke at Schwetzingen the ma - 
gazines which he caused to be formed upon the 
Mein, and upon the Necker che equipage of 'Pon- 
toons which was on its way -cthe presence of more 
n Saunen bal publicly made 10 the * 
| essing e —_— were — 


the norih of Holland — the probability there was 


far as the Ine of us Wahal-th King Gf Prussia's 


. 


r his provinces beyond the 
i; : Rains 
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(849) 
Rhine the announced march of Suworow. into 
Switzerland all tended to make it believed at that 
time that the war, already so extended, would 
take a still wider range; that the lower Rhine 
would afford a new theatre ſor it; and that the Allies 


aspired to attack that mass of conquests which the 


preceding war had leſt in the hands of the French, 


in the north vest of Europe. In one word, it 


was the general idea, that before the end of the eam- 


paign, for the first time, no doubt, since the ereation 


of the world, the flames of war would burn from 
the Zuider Zee, to che banks of the Tiber. Such 
was the public expectations towards the end of 
September. The French shut up in Mentz, and 


Ehrenbreitstein, dared not to keep che field on these 


points: General Muller, whom the war of Holland 
had deprived of the reinforcements, which had been 
intended for him, confined himself to fortifying the 
leſt bank of the Rhine, and waited, wich uncasiriess, 


at Turckeim, here he had placed his head quarters, 


for the moment, when the designs attributed to Prince 
Charles, should be more fully; unfoldede/': +: 1 
These conjectures; this uncertainty; and this poiture | 
of affairs last long. On the ayth of1Septembies 
9 | the 
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the Archduke Charles received at Schwetzingen, the 


news of the events which had taken place twodays be- 


fore in Switzerland, and of which a detail shall be 
given in the following chapter. This compelled 
him to give up all those offensive projects which he 
might have formed, and to g0 back to Schaffhausen 
still more expeditiously than he had . from 
it in che ne month. | 
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CHAP, XIII. 


* 


Reasons why the Russians supplied the place of the 
Austrians badly—Afairs of the 5th, 6th, and 8th 


of September —Unaccountable inactivity of Massena 
—The Directory displeased at it, resolve to de- 
prive him of his command. He determines at length 
to attac Projects which the Allies were forming 
at the same instant. Massena prevents them On 
the 25th. he attacks their whole line on the Linth and 


| the Limmat—General Hotze is killed General Pe- 


trarch, who succeeds him, retreats The passage 


* of the Limmat forced, and Zurich surrounded 


Bad conduct of the Russian Generals—General 
Korsakow evacuates Zurich on the 25th—Fault 
that he commits on his retreat—The defeat in con- 


sequence March of Marshal Suworow from Italy 
into Switzerland He traverses the canton of Uri 


— Carries the St. Gothard Arrives at 4 ltorf 
— Operations of Generals Auffemberg, Lincken, 
and Jellachich — Defeat of Lecourbe — and 
of another French corps — Suworow learns 

- the 
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the events of the 25th and 26th, as Massena 
does the arrival of Suworow—Defeat of the 
French on the goth of September, and 15t of Octo- 
ber Ile Russians arrive at Glarus, and retire 
into the country of the Grisons, by the valley of 
Fleims— They assemble at Chur on the gth-—The 
Arcldule returns from the Palatinate into Suabia— 
\ Attempt at a diversion in favour of Marshal Suwo- 
row, but undertaken too-late-—Triple action of the 

ih of October at ſid e . 
 Schlatten, oofta V9 sgi 
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which had quitted Switzerland at the end of August, 
having been succeeded by an inferior number of 
Russians, was added the disadvantage of the loss of 
unity, of views, of action, and of authority. This 
was not the only unfavourable effect produced by this | 
change. However great and well merited was the 
reputation of the Russian troops, and with what- 
ever distinction they bad Served in the plains of 
Italy during this campaign, men of observation 
were apprehensive that they might not experience 
similar success in a country of mountains, where 
Warfare is of a nature quite different, not familiar « 
8 R 2 5 to 
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to the Russians, and even out of the line of those 
military qualities which characterize them. Nor 
did it agree any better with the national temper of 
the majority of the troops who composed the 
Austrian army, but experience had corrected in 
them their natural disposition. The atmy contained 
but few officers or non-commicsioned officers, who 
had not bervetl in the Tyrol, in Carinthia, or in the 
Black Forest; and it possessed many corps con- 
tisting of Mountaineers, Tyrolians, and Styrians, 
or of active and intelligent Walloons and Hunga- 
rians. It was still a more important advantage that 
the Austrians could not fail to be well acquainted 
with that part of Switzerland which they had con- 
quered, and which they had for three moriths, had 
leisure and interest to study; they besides spoke the 
language, an advamage by no means trifling, which 
the Russians had not. If in every respect, except 
that of bravery, the latter but ill supplied the place 
of the former; it must be agreed that General Kor- 
takow was an unequal substitute for the Arch- 
| however at first perteiveable; and the French, there 
. opieiens on this poim, 

* 3 the 


(26) 
the reverse of the truth. The reputation of 'supe- 
riority which the Russians had acquired, and which 


they had not forfeited in Italy, and all chat the ima - 


gination of soldiers, no less than that of other men, 
adds to what is unknown to them impo od on 


the Republicans. They did not even attempt any 


thing worthy of notice from the 2gth of August, (the 
day on which the Russians relieved the Austrian ad- 
vanced posts before Zurich), till the 8th of September. 
On chat day they renewed the attack "which 
they had so often made on the post of Wellishoffen. 


It had du batte issue as chose whieh 1 IE” 116 | 
Massena on this occasion, repeated what Feedetic had 
formerly said of the Russians. „ Fou may kill 


% them; Wannen 


46 surrender.” | NN | n 447 veel 
Three days after this affair, which kal u der 
e the part of the French, an to bring the 


Russians to che test, and to ſamiliarise chemselves 
ee eee ne Re 
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Rs e e bows said on this subject, if it 
did not come more properly in the account. of the cam- 
paign of Italy, where the Russians bore a greater part, 
and more adapted to the display of their military character, 
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publican army had gained some ground, and got 
possession of the important post of Kerenz, the 
point of communication of the vallies of Ma- 
deran andbof the Rhine; a post which the Austrians 
retook the day following. There were also in the 
three first weeks of September, several other trifling 
affairs in the Grisons, and in the cantons of 

Schweitz: and Glarus; but as they occasioned on 
neither side any considerable loss of men, and as 


hey made little or no alteration in the great po- 
sitions respectively taken at the end of the preceding 


month, -they must give way to the narration of 
* important events already announced. TY . 
i. Although alter the departure of the Archduke 
fon Suebiay Massena had been superior by at least 
ac; ooo men to the force which was opposed to him; 
notwithstanding the disorder occasioned by repla- 
cing. the Hoops of that Prince by those of General 
Korsakow, which such a movement made in the pre- 
sence off an enemy, could not fail to produce in 
the means of deſence; notwithstanding that the total 
ignorance which the new comers had of the country, 
presented an opportunity in all respects favourable 
10 A General, he had not yet at- 
Fate to 9 5 it to. advantage ; and with, the ex- 
ap r, ception 


(29) 
ception of some movements which he caused to be 
made on his right, and a few attacks which he 
directed in order to eonfine the enemies line in 
the Grey League and the country of Glarus, he 
had continued in a state of inactivity, as extraor - 
dinary, as it was beneficial to the allies. Observers 
were astonished at it, and endeavoured to account 
for it from the want of money, of provisions, of 
cloathes, and ammunition, which they supposed this 
army suffered; but these insufficient reasons did 
not satisfy the directory, accustomed to consider 
the wants of the soldiers as an additional motive 
for attack, and, if it may so be said, as an incentive 
to. victory. They had often. sent an order to the 
Republican General to act offensively, which was 
constantly evaded. Generals Muller and Cham- 
pionnet joined in pressing this demand; and the 
march of Marshal Suworow for Switzerland, which 
had already commenced, imperiously e for its 
being obeyed. The cabinet of the L 
more and more dissatisfied, took the resolution of 
depriving Massena of the command; leaving at the 
same time in his power to avoid this disgrace by 
an immmediate and general attac. He determined 
to make it, and prepared for it along his whole line. 
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The enemy mediisted one not less decisive at 


the same moment. The views of the court of 
Vienna, the obstacles which the middle of the 


campaigh had presented, and the motives which 
had caused Prince Charles's departure from Swit- 
zerland, had made it necessary to substitute to the 
original grand plan, which was to: turn Switzerland 
on dhe norch and on ihe south, à plan of attack 
of less magnitude, which required a less consi- 
derable force, and which was purely military. 

The object was to recover immedi- 


turn the position so long held by Massena on the 


lakes of Lucerne and Zug, and on the Albis, which 


would have obliged him to retire on the Aar, the 
whale line of which it would have been absolutely 


impossible ſor him to preserve. To attain this end, 


General Korsakow was to attack, or rather to keep 
in check, the French on the chain of the Albis, 
while Generals Hotze and Jellachich should en- 


deavour to drive them from the cantons of Sch. 


in which they would be powerfully assisted by the 
grand diversion which was to be made by Marshal 
Suwbrow. It was he indeed, whose operations shall 

not 
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not yet be described, although they were already 


commenced, who was entrusted with the principal 
enterprize. He had to force the St. Gothard, to 
descend the valley of the Reuss, to turn the lakes 


of Lucerne and Zug, and thus to take post on 


the flank of the centre of the French army, and 
on the rear of its right, which would have : been 
placed between two fires. 

The three allied corps were to unite in the canton 


of Lucerne, under the command of Marshal Su. 


worow, and thus to give him an army of more 


than 60,000 men, with which he flattered bimself, 


that he should terminate the campaign in | Swit- 
mo as Ape te and as usefully as he had 


„b e eds b Massena 
1 . | 

1 ot FF» 4 c 1 r 1 n 3 OP EE a ad LS 
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Those who with for more details of this plan, 
on the issue of which depended the possession of Swit- 
. zerland, will see in the following letter what were the 
views and arrangements of the Russian General on this 
object at the beginning of September, 


To the Field-Marshals, Lieutenants, Baron Lincken, 
Baron Hotze, and Korsakow, 


| Asti, September 7th, 1799. 


The Imperial Russian troops which have been 
un now with the army in Italy, will set out from 


Piedmont 
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Massena knew these projects, and having learnt 
that Generals Korsakow- and Hotze had resolved 


ieee , £0 4 eto 


\ N on” 
f * N ; < * * * * 3 2 


Piedmont on the 8th of September, on their march for 
Switzerland; and I expect to arrive there with them on 


the 17th at Airolo, at the foot of chis side of Mount 


St. Gothard, which I propose attacking on the 19th, 
As the troops of the Royal Imperial Colonel Strauch, 
of Prince Victor de Rohan, and of F ield-Marshal Lieute- 
nant Count Haddick, must co-operate in the attack, it will 
be very necessary that the armies of the two Imperial 
courts/united in Switzerland, should make, with vigour 
andconnapcy,g general, simultaneous, and combined attack 
left wing, under the orders of Field- Marshal Lieutenant 
Baron Lincken, must unite all its means, and exert every 
effort to facilitate and support the passage of the Russian 
corps over Mount St. Gothard, through the upper valley 
of the Reuss, and that of the Linth. As it will even 
be possible to attack the French in flank, they... may 


also be prevented by a rapid march, and a concerted 


advance of the left wing of the Imperial army in Swit- 
zerland, from defeating the Russian corps from lialy, 
and destroying it in detail. od ; 

As I have not an exact knowledge of. the positions 
of the two Imperial armies, united in Switzerland, and 
as the intelligence which 1 have received makes 
me presume that the corps of Russian troops under 
the orders of Lieutenant General Korsakow, is posted 
between Zurich and the Aar, along the right bank of 
the Limmat; and the royal Imperial troops under the 


dat z 


orders 
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to begin the execution of them on the 26th, he de- 
termined to be before hand with them. There re- 


3 ad 


——— 


orders of Baron Hotze, between the lakes of Zurich 
and Wallenstadt, and in the Rheinthal from Mayenfeid 
Dissentis,, I must in the first place wait for the junction 
of the troops of the latter. I wish to learn from him- 
self, as being better acquainted with local circumstances, 
how and where this may be also effected on my part. 
As soon as the junction shall have taken place, I hope 
that the Russian troops of Italy, no longer in danger 
of being stopped, may be able to penetrate along both 
banks of the Lake oſ Lucerne; those of Messieurs de 
Lincken and Hotze, between the lakes of Zurich and 
Zug; and finally, that an entire union of the Russian 
troops of General Korsakow may be eſſected near the 
right bank of the lower Reuss, and ot the Aar. This 
will be the only manœuvre which can promise a deci- 
sive result to ulterior operations. 
As Ishall lose no time in informing you from Bellin- 
zona of the arrival of the Russian troops in Italy, it is 
also at Bellinzona at the latest, (if it cannot be done 
sooner by the route of Novarre and Varese), that you 
will make me acquainted by couriers of the position and 
force of the troops, as well Russian as Royal Imperial, 
which are acting together in Switzerland, and also of 
the positions of the enemy, their strength, and their dis- 
tribution. 1 wish also that the Generals Baron Hotze 
and Lincken, will communicate to me their opi- 
nions, and their local knowledge of the ground, and of 
the manner of making war in that FPUBUES pointing 
4 out 
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mained to him no other means of zuecess; and it 
will be seen in what follows, that these — 
to have failed chan succeeded. | 
In 


— —— 8 


out how a quick co-operation of all the troops which 
are already in Switzerland, and of those which are 
marching thither, may be the most effectively and use- 
fully executed. By these means I shall be able to make 
preparations for an attack, and to > determine mage 
the day and hour, 

P. S. I must recommend for the n attack, the 
precaution which is always necessary, of keeping the 
Forces as much as possible united, that the attack may 
not be made insufficient by unnecessarily parcelling out 
che troops, and thus weakening them. Besides each 
section should know with truth and exactness, the posi- 
tion and force of the hostile corps opposed to it, and 
should at all times hasten to announce it, as we ought 
every day reciprocally to communicate by couriers, de- 
tailed accounts of our first movements. 

I wish also, that all the united troops should exercise 

themselves on open days in the interval, till the gene- 

ral attack, in three columns with the bayonet and the 
Sabre, 

It is to this mode of attack, that we here owe exclu- 
sively our multiplied successes, and which have been 
by-no means bloody ; and it is my advice that General 
Korsakow should send some Russian officers who un- 
derstand this exercise, to the e — 2 which i is 
in Switzerland, 

The above mentioned General Korsakow i is authorized 
80 to do, by the orders here given. 
Signed SUWOROW, 
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Ia che night of the 24th to the 25th, near 50, 00 
French put themselves in motion on the line from the 


Linth to the Aar. At break of day thedivision of Gene 
ral Soult, reinforced by pari of Lecourbe's, assembled 
between the lakes of Wallenstadt and Zurich: 
it threw a bridge over the Linth, near Wesen, a point, 
protected only by à battalion of the regiment of 
Bender, which being attacked by five French 
battalions, in vain performed prodigies of valour, 
and was almost wholly destroyed. A Hungarian 
\ battalion, which came to its support, was not able to 
restore the engagement; and after having also been very 
roughly treated, was obliged to retire, along with the 
remnants of that of Bender, towards Utznach. At the 
sound of musquetry, General Hotze, along with his 
Staff, hastened from his head quarters at Kaltbrum. 
Too well informed of the localities, and of the general 
state of affairs, not to conclude: that this was a serious 
attack, he wished to reconnoitre closely the force 
and the positions af che enemy. A party of French 
rangers made a discharge on him and his suit, 
which struck bim almost dead from his horse. The 
greater part also of the officers, who were about him, 
This brave and able General fell into the hands of 


— 
+ 


— 
* — 
S . - -r — = — — — — * 8 — 
— s > =- —— — B oo a WL Se 7 2 r > 1 
— — —— = B . —— 
9 : — 


IT 
moo 
— — —CYYCY 
—— — —_ _ —— 
* , = == * — — -— 


7 a7 
4344 
f + 
= 4 
i 4 
'T 
* 
+4 
1 
2 
#3 
1 
38 
4 d 
oy > 
i. I 
} art 
1 
15 
14 
'u%. 
i 1 
0 
5 , 
* F 
. 5 4 
i 3 
4 * £ 
645 * 
1175 
x 
1 
Fa jb, 
i 
"ry ! 
% 
K 
N 
„ 
. 
Ki 4 
it 4 1 
FSA 
1: Pg | 
"EY 
wi 
3 
11 J 


9 


F, — 
— 
= "= 


— 
"<—— 7 = 
ET 
—— — — - 


T TTT — — 
— v7 — - * 5 — — * nt 
2 


2 
8 
7 © 43 N 
. ²˙ Geet oe 
— FTI WM 


9 
e 
> 
. 5 
<<: 2 E 
by * I ak Los 5 2 
22 — — ene} 


. 


> N =” > rnb 2 
2 2 — rr oy 
4 iow. oi of 
— . cnn re + 1 3 
— „5 ** 23 * 


> We; 


TIED 7": 


OE OS ———- 
1 =: 


—— — 
Cr 
2 — = ———— IJ — >" 
C A Lain ete ae er 
* 2 * 


—— 


ay — GY LE — T * 8 K 
* en — r * — ES r 


— 


* Ie 
———— roy gg; 


( 254) 
the enemy, and died a few hours afterwards *, His 
death, which would at any time have been a severe 


loss to the Austrian army, was at this time a misfortune 


for Europe. He alone could have prevented or 


repaired the disaster of this day. Deprived of their 


commander, the regiments which defended the right 
bank of the Linth, and covered the entrance of the 
valley of the Toss, nevertheless bravely stood their 
ground, and for a long time pretty n maintained 
the action. | 
While these things were passing on the leſt of 
the allies, the French had established a bridge at 
the extremity of the lake of Zurich, and advanced : 
in force towards Schmerickens, but they were at- 
tacked by the Russians, who were coming from 


1 4 + 4 . " ö S - 
wow $4 + * 1 * n + 5 $4 * FW os 2 4 
_ : 9 N 3 * : p 7 * 7 7 8 * 


* His body was sent back to the Austrians by the 
French on the 28th, and interred . the day following. at 
Bregentz. with all the honours ot war. This General, 
porfl at Richters will near Zurich, son of a Farmer of 
that/ canton, and brother to a respectable physician, had 
been in the service of Russia before he entered into, that 
of Austria. He never ceased to distinguish himself in 
che tatter” by his bravery and talents, and contributed 
very much in-this campaign: to the success of the Im- 


perialists in Switzerland. He had much at heart, the 


deliverance of his country; and at least had not the 
pain of seeing it fall again, entirely, under the yoke of 
its oppressors. | 
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| Rapperschwill and repulsed as far as their bridge, 
which being broken down, all that remained on the 
night bank were either killed, taken, or drowned. 
This might have restored affairs on the Linth, if 
General Petrarch, to whom rank and superiority 
gave the command, on General Hotze's death, had 
also stood firm on his side; but instead of this, 
and fearing to be turned on his right, he precipitated 
his retreat by the Toggemburg, nor discontinued it 
till he reached the Rhinthal; thus abandoning he 
whole of Eastern Switzerland, uncovering the leſt 
flank of the Russians, and leaving without remedy, 
any check which they might have experienced, as 
well as rendering of no avail, any success which 
might have attended their resistance. The latter case 
was not indeed what had happened; and if it was 
matter of regret. that the left wing of the allies had 
lost its commander, it was no less unfortunate that 
the right was not commanded by some other than 
the General who directed it. | 
At break of day, Massena had e a division 
near to Bruck, which feigned a serious attack on 
this point. While the attention of the Russians 
was engaged by this feint, and by a violent fire, 
another division threw a bridge over the Limmat 
d Belt 5: abr 


. K 
— = 


2 
— 


— — 5 — — 
s — = — —— — — —— ets . 
- = — — — ; - — — 1 — 4 - — 
— Sx — PE SLRS. — = SET —— 3 * r hdd — Os » "2 - . 

=o 2 . =o = = 9: — - — — — — — = BY IE aa, = . Te SI + ole a>, br — e 4 
= ET EET SOUR 2 IT. — * — Se * SES, =: © Hae 0 di —— ——— — — 8 = _ — — 
JCF — SS _—E —— ̃ o rs Rn == = nuns =, im, An -- — : 
8 "gn SENS 3 = 8 DEE ER 7% 3 I 777 T = T 

. 3 . * " Bf. x 6 1 e STE. re. e 

4 7 1 4 * > * Py + — I V 3 A "+ 5 


r 


— 
Nr Pa 
BE 


SI 2 


FP 
IE. "Eg DR —ů—ů—— 
F 
r 


F 


( 256 ) 

near Dietikon, and two others attacked Wallishoſen, 
and all the other posts which the enemy had in front 
of Zurich between that town and the Albis. Here 
the Russians on their guard, and in sufficient force, 
vigourously repulsed the French, gained ground 
upon them, and pursued them ber b far as the 

summit of the Albis. | 
Agreeably to the general plan « | 5 con- 
certed by the allies, a corps of . 5,000 Rus. 
sians was to act on the right of General Hotze. 
Three Russian battalions had already been for 
some days at Rapperschwill for this purpose, and five 
others were sent in the night of the 24th and 2th, 
three of which were drawn from the camp of See- 
bach behind Zurich, and two from before that town. 
The departure of chis strong detachment, which set 
out a few hours before the French began their attack, 
had very much weakened the defence of the right 
bank of the Limmat; and there remained scarcely 
12,000 men on the right bank, from Zurich to the 
Rhine. ' This number would, however, have been 
sufficient to make the enemy repent of his enterprise, 
had it been properly and skilfully employed: but | 
this was far from being the case, General Duraz- 
825 48 commanded quite on the right of the 
'Russian amy, completely Speed by the false attack 
1 which 
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Ubich te French had made on the aide of Bruch 
instead of informing himself of what was passing 


on his left, and, consequently, closing up to the 


centre, which was really attacked, remained 
stationary on his own ground. Hence it hap- 
pened that the enemy's column which had 
thrown a bridge over the river at Dietikon, was 


enabled to complete it without interruption, and io 


advance rapidly on the right bank of the Limmat; 
General Markow who commanded at this point, be- 
ing too weak to oppose it, and receiving no reinforce- 
ment from the leſt, which had been weakened by the 
departure of the ſive battalions, nor from the right, 
parallised as it was by the misconduct of General 
Durazzow. The latter seeing himself separated from 


the rest of the army, by the division of General 
Lorge, which had crossed the river, instead of 


marching against it, and thus placing it between. 
two fires, turned about, and directed his course 
towards the Rhine. 


General Lorge, who had been followed across the 


experiencing hardly any opposition, left! a part of 
his division to observe Generals Dura zow and 


| Markow, (for the latter, wounded it is true, zuffered 
ol. ut, 8 BO 
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himself also to be cut off,) and marched with the 
remainder towards Zurich. He found on his way 
no other enemy to encounter, but one battalion 
of the regiment of Sacken, and four squadrons 
of dragoons, who dismounted, and a division of 
Cossacks. This handful of men, consulting only 
their bravery, attacked the French, and twice suc- 
ceeded in repulsing them; but at last, overwhelmed 


by numbers, after having kept the enemy in check 


for four hours, between Winningen and Zurich, it 
was obliged to fall back to the latter town. About 
one o'clock the French found ihemselves mas- 


ters of part of the Zurichberg, and of the 


principal approaches to the toyun on the 
north. In order to extricate himself from. the 
critical situation in which General Korsakow, who 
had with him only two or three regiments, was now 
placed, much greater presence of mind, boldness, 
and ability, was requisite than he displayed. He 
made no pompt and vigorous dispositions, nor did 
he take any advantage of local circumstances, to 
defend with regularity the heights which command 
Zurich. Having however been reinforced in the 
afternoon, by a part of the five battalions. Which had 
been sent to Rapperschwill, and which had received 


orders 
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orders to return, and also by a part of the corps 
which defended the left bank of the Limmat, he 
made many unsuccessful attacks on the division 
of General Lorge. The French scattered in the 
vineyards, kept up upon the Russians a destructive 
fire, and whenever the latter rushed upon them with 
fixed bayonets, they retired: under the protection of 
their cannon, which raking the Russians in front 
and flank; made great havock in their ranks : The 
French remained finally masters of the Zurichberg. 
About six o'clock they threatened to turn the Rus: 
sian corps which was in the plain of Zurich. Gene- 
ral Korsakow then caused the camp to be burned, 
and withdrew all the troops into the town: all 
the gates where shut, except that of Rappersch- 
will. Towards: the evening, the French com- 
pleated the investment of the town on the north and 

east: it was also surrounded on the west; for after 
having fought with great bravery, the Russian corps 
on the left bank of the Limmat, weakened by the 
reinforcements which it ha to the other side, 
and incessantly attacked by superior numbers, was 
compelled to fall back under the walls of Zurich; 
in this situation passed the night of the agth to the 
abth.— General Korsakow, already 0 informed of 
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what had happened on the Linth, and a good deal 
embarrassed how to act, passed the night in preparing 
for battle, and still more for a retreat. ; 

Massena well judging that the Russian General 
surrounded as he was almost on all sides, could not 
think of maintaining himself in the town, but at the 
same time knowing what he had to fear from the 


bravery of Russian soldiers, if he reduced them to 


the necessity of cutting their way with the bayonet, 
and not being bimself sufficiently strong to occupy 
at the same time the roads of Winterthur and of 
Eglisau, he in the night withdrew his troops from the 
former, and contented himself with guarding in 
force the heights which command the second. At 
the same time he sent an officer with a flag of truce 


to the Russian General, to offer conditions for 


the quiet evacuation of the town, and for his re- 
treat to the Rhine; but the Cossacks robbed this 
officer of his dispatches, and he was kept in the 
town till the following day. Pin eee 

On that day, while it was expected that the 
Russians would make a capitulation with the French 


General Oudinot ; General Korsakow taking with 


him all the troops that he could collect, began his 
retreat, baving his baggage and artillery disposed in 
| the 


4 
* 
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the intervals of his columns ; but instead of taking 
the road to Winterthur, which the enemy had left 
open to him, he only sent that way a small part of 
his troops and of his baggage, and directed his 
march with the body of his army towards Eglisau. 
The French had no expectation of being called into 
action; but, seeing the Russian army approach, 
they concluded it was coming to attack them. Ad- 
vantageously posted on the heights which command 
the road, they suffered the Russians to approach, 
and then opened on them a terrible and commanding 
fire of artillery and musquetry. Thus the battle 
began, but partially, and without regularity. The 
Russian regiments, which were rather in order of 
retreat than of battle, fought individually, without 
concert or object; overwhelmed along the whole 
of their column by the grape shot of the French, 
whose flying artillery manceuvred on this Occasion 
with great effect, they rushed repeatedly with fixed 
bayonets on the enemy, and forced them for some 
moments to give way; but as the prodigies of 
valour performed by the Russian infantry, neither 
were nor indeed could be turned to any account 
by the superior officers, considering the situation 
of affairs, they only served to render the deſeat more 
83 - bloody 
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bloody and more complete. This little army was 
broken on all points, and a considerable number 
of men, as well as part of the artillery, baggage, 
and treasure, were taken. General Korsakow with 
all that escaped from the enemy, forced his way 
to Eglisau, where he hastened to pass the Rhine. 
We shall not here stop either to estimate the 
loss which the Allies sustained on these two days, 
and which was so much exaggerated by the Repub- 
licans, or to impart to the reader the many re- 
flections to which these events gave birth. These 
will naturally find their place elsewhere. It will be 
sufficient here to say, that the Russians having 


placed the Rhine between themselves and the French, 


and the Austrians retiring also towards the Rhin- 
thal, all eastern Switzerland was open to the French, 
who, lost no time in overrunning it. What follows 
will shew how unfortunate it was for the interests 
of the Allies, that this extent of country was not 
disputed some time longer, | 
Conformably to the plan that had been agreed 
upon, and which has been stated, Marshal Su- 
worow was to have set out from Asti on the 8th 


of September; but the French having shewn a 
disposition to relieve Tortona, which had engaged 


to 
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to surrender on the 11th of the same month, un- 
less it received succours before that day, he de- 
ferred his departure till that day; but anxious to 
regain the time thus lost, and pursuing the method 
to which he had owed so much success, he marched 
his army composed of 17,000 effective men, the 

remains of the g0,000 which had been sent into 
Italy, with such rapidity, that in five days it had 
advanced 116 miles, and reached Taverna .near 
Bellinzona on the 15th, that is to say, on the 
very same day on which he had proposed to be 
there before the delay took place. He unfortunately 
experienced another, which he had it not in his 
power to prevent, and which, as will be seen, 
was very fatal to the affairs of the Allies. For 
instead of finding ready -at Taverna as had been 
promised him, the necessary beasts of burden, 
he was obliged to lose three days in endeavouring 
to obtain them in the country ; and not being able 
to procure a sufficient number, he was obliged to 
dismount his cossacks and to employ their horses 
in transporting the baggage,* The impossibility af | 

84 | making 
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* * In a letter be I i to he Emperor Paul, and pub 
lizhed at Petersburg, the Marshal h e 8 the blame 
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(6264) 
making use of carriages in the road of the great 
Alps, had obliged him to send his artillery by the 
lake of Como, and the route of Chiavenna, from 
whence it afterwards We him in the country of 
the Grisons. 

Every thing being ready for the passage of the 
Alps, General Rosenberg with the Russjan advanced 
guard, twelve battalions strong, began his march on 
the 19th, and arrived on the same day at Bellinzona, 


This corps was, by the source and the valley of the 


middle Rhine, to turn the St. Gothard, which it was 
probable the French would attempt to defend; and 
on this account being obliged to go by a roundabout 
way, it was necessary for him to be a day in ad- 
vance before the rest of the army.— On the 21st, 
this General marched to Donjio, and on the same 
day Marshal Suworow, whose advanced guard was 
composed of some Austrian light troops, who had 
joined him under the command of Colonel Strauch, 
advanced to Bellinzona. — On the 22d, General 
mem arrived at St. ne and Suworow at 

Siurnico. 


* , * * 


1 
- 


of this delay on General Melas, and on the subordinate 


Generals. The Austrian General Teller, said he, 
and his Commissaries, deceived me by their ghameful 
equivocal pramises, Sc. &c, 


(265) 
Giurnico, On the 23d, the former advanced to 
Tavetsch, and the latter to Polmengo; his advanced 
guard being at Piolta and his head quarters at Faido, 
E On the 24th, the army arrived at the foot of the 
St. Gothard, and encountered the first posts of the 
enemy, about a mile from Airolo. Colonel Strauch 
attacked, defeated, and drove them constantly before 
him. The army cleared the St. Gothard, and 
carried the last post at four in the afternoon. 
About an hour before, General Rosenberg had ar- 
rived at Urseren, at which m he rejoined Marshal 
Suworow. | | | 

The French General Gudin, who commanded in 
that quarter, caused his troops to fall back, part by 
the Devil's Bridge, and part by Hospital towards the 
Furca. On the 25th, the Russian army followed 
the course of the valley of the Reuss, and arrived 
in the evening beyond Wasen. 

When Marshal Suwarow began his e 
not being able to flatter himself that the French 
would throw no opposition in his way, he had con- 
certed his plan of attack, so as to be supported on 
his right and on his leſt. While then the latter 
was protected by the manceuvres which General 
ror and Prince Victor de Rohan were 

making 
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making on the frontiers of the Valais, the Austrian 
corps which occupied the country of the Grisons, 
and which, as has been seen, had not been attacked, 
put themselves in motion to co-operate with the 
Russians. | General Auffenberg with the advanced 


| guard, four battalions strong, set off from Dissentis 


on the 24th, and following the course of the Ma- 
deranerthal, he arrived on the same evening at 
Amsteig. General Lecourbe, who. had begun his 
march on the same day, to make also an attack in 
the Grison country, and who had advanced as far as 
near Wasen, found himself placed between this 
Austrian column and the Russians. Falling back 
before the latter, he threw himself on the 2 5th upon 
the former, and forced it to retreat towards the Ma- 
deranerthal. It was not, however, without leaving 
some hundreds of his men on the field of battle, or 
in the hands of the enemy, that he succeeded in cut- 
ting his way. He hastened to retire to Altorf, 
evacuated that town, and passed to the other side of 
the Reuss, in order to cover the conntry of 
Underwald, and the Engelberg. If either on the 


e 4th or 2 5th, the Russians had been able to advance 


a few miles farther, this French corps would have 


been entirely destroyed or taken.,,—On the 26th, the 


allied army arrived without meeting any obstacles 


at 


6 

at Altorf, having thus conquered, in less than a 
month, the whole canton of Uri, which is -about 
70 miles long, 
In conformity to the previously concerted arrange- 
ments, the Austrian Generals Lincken and Jellachich 
were to have advanced into the canton of Glarus, in or 
der to join themselves on their right to General Hotze, 
and on their left to Marshal Suworow. General Jella- 
chich, with this view, had departed from Sargans, and ad- 
vancing along the Linth and the lake of Wallenstadt, he 
penetrated on the 26th as far as Miollis, from which 
he drove the Republicans: but having learnt the mis- 
fortunes of the preceding day, and theretreat of Gene- 
ral Petrarch, he quitted that place a few hours after he 
had got possession of it, and returned towards Sargans, 
where he arrived on the 27th. 

General Linckenon his side, setting out from Ilantz, 
had advanced with g,zoo men by the difficult road of 
Pannick, Elm, and Schwanden in the canton of Gla- 
rus. On the 26th, he met, near Rettarn, a column 
under General Soult, beat it completely, and took 
15100 men prisoners. Following up this advantage, 
he marched against Glarus, of which he made him- 
elf master; but not learning that any corps, either 
Russian or Austrian had penetrated into 'this canton, 
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„ 
and not being able to communicate with any one, 
either on his right or left, he retired also, and re- 
turned into the country of the Grisons. | 

On the 29th Marshal Suworow, always following 
up the execution of his projects which had so far 
completely succeeded, pushed his advanced guard 
across the Culmerberg, as far as Mutten, in the 
hope of being there joined by General Lincken. He 
found at Mutten a French piquet, which was taken, 


and from which he learned that the Republicans were 


still masters of Glarus. On the 28th the remainder 
of the army arrived at Mutten, and it was there that 
Marshal Suworow, learned by a dispatch from 
General Lincken, the events which had taken 
place upon the Linth and the Limmat; and it 
may be well conceived with what bitter regret, he 
sau the hopes vanish, which had brought him into 
Switzerland. It could indeed be no small disap- 
pointment for this old and active warrior to lose in 
one day, and through the misconduct of others, an 
opportunity of crowning his labours, and of com- 
pleting the glory of his campaign: It was excu- 
sable in him to receive this blow of fortune with 
some impatience. Too tenacious however to be 
inclined to measure back his steps, too evidently 

; threatened 
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chreatened at the same time to chink of pushing 
forward, or even to remain in the canton of Sch- 
weitz, and possessed of too much boldness not to 
employ it under circumstances so critical, instead 
of falling back towards St. Gothard, or retiring 
into the country of che Grisons, he resolved to pass 
by the vallies of Mutten and Clonthal, into the 
canton of Glarus, there to join General Lincken; 
flattering himself that on the news of his | arrival, 
and of the departure of Massena to engage him, 
Generals Korsakow and Petrarch having a less force 
against them, might be enabled to turn about, and 
that every thing might be retrieved. It was in this 
hope, so glorious for him to have still retained, that 
he wrote to the Russian Generals in Korsakow”s 
army: © you will answer with your heads for every 
« farther step that your retreat; I am coming to 
« repair your faults.” | 

On the same day, (the 28th), General Auffenberg 
was detached to endeavour to join General Lincken, 
who had demanded assistance. He carried on the 2gth, 
the mountain of Blakel, which separates the vallies of | 
Mutten and the Clonthal. On this day the Russians 
remained stationary for want of bread and mules. 

| © Whatever 


. 


RB Sts cr Bro 


8 
* 


* 4 I 
ON 
my 

— 


88 4 1994 2 


= 
— 5 E 
"FE > 24 
ö 8 


CY 
— 


r 
— — 


r 5 12 2 
GS dy. IN <8 
* . L . ES 
7 
1 6 20h 5 


> oe Oy whe 22 N 2 Ko 


IO _ ä 
P MR ye ARES ae 


Ts 

3 
„ 
111 
* - ey N E 1 7 
+. — 9.4 5 
I * S 
P * 2 

* 


* ak 
R. £ *, 1 


N by. 2 +” 
Y 2 
EW 

_ _ i 


2 


- — „ 3 p * 4 * p x 6 IG; 
OO Og ³· ts EE WEE -F- 2 


S A 


3.4 
4 uu 1 
W = 


— 


eee ee 


3 


ca. = 


* 8 T 
=" 
PEI 753 * 92 


n 
e - * 
e 
* n 


n 
Ee 3 2 


— + 


„ 22 
N * S. 2 1 
i EOS 
4 = 3 
3 1 > = + * 
n Pg 4 2 4 
2. * 7 0 - > » 
= 7 . 4 „N. £ 
4 = > bu 2 
— IX; - 
_— Pu: age . : 
2 2 — r 
u- — a — 


So 


” EOS 
-- > — 
r 
3 
"Wt uf. 


(270) 
Whatever surprize Marchal Suwotow had felt, in 
learning the disasters of the Allies, no less was ex- 
perienced by Massena, when he was informed of 
the rapid and victorious march of the Russian Ge- 
neral. It was necessary instantly to stop his pro- 
gress, or to run the risque of a second ume losing 
the lesser cantons Massena determined on the for- 
mer step; and suspending for a moment all his 
designs against Generals Korsakow and Petrarchy 
he sent off on the 26th, one division to Schweitz, 
another to Wesen, a place situated on the point of 
the lake of Wallenstadt, and marched himself with 
a third upon Altorf by Lucerne. It may be seen, 
from the direction of these columns, that Massena 
wished at the same time, to prevent Marshal Su- 
worow from pushing farther on his rear, and to 
shut against him, the pass between the lakes of 
Walenstadt and Zurich; a pass which would have 
brought him most chortly, and most easily, to 
Generals Lincken and Petrarch. He placed only 
a few hundred men at the double debouchẽ of 
Ensilden, flattering himself that the Russian Ge- 
neral would be tempted to take it, and then he 
might fight him in the plain with superior force, 
and on three different sides. The French consi- 
| dered 


(629 
dered this little army, entangled amongst the defiles 
of the small cantons, without artillery, and almost 
without cavalry, (the Cossacks having dismounted, 
that their horses might carry the bread and bag- 
gage), as a prey which could hardly escape them; 
they already formed the brilliant perspective of 
treating this Russian army as the first, and thus 
burying under the mountains of Switzerland, the 
glory of the conqueror of Italy, perhaps even 
of seeing him fall into their hands, as well as the 
Grand Duke Constantine, (son of the n 
Paul), who had followed him. 

On the goth Marshal Suworow put himself in 
motion by the Muttenthal, Prince Bagration com- 
manding his advanced guard, and General Rosen- 
berg being left with the rear guard at Mutten. On 
the same day the French division, which had been 
sent upon the Linth, and which had taken an ad- 
vantageous position upon the Clonthalersee, on per- 
ceiving the arrival at that place of the small column 
of General Auffemberg, attacked it, and having 
almost surrounded it, summoned their General to 
surrender. He far from acceding to this proposi- 
tion, defended himself with obstinate bravery, and 
gave time to Prince Bagration to arrive with the 
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Russian advanced guard to his assistance. The 
Allies then attacked the French in their turn with 
fixed bayonets, broke their ranks, and put them to 
the route. Near 400 of them fell into the hands of the 
Allies, and a much greater number were killed. Two 


pieces of cannon were also taken by the conquerors, 


whose loss likewise was not inconsiderable. Prince 
Bagration was himself wounded. The Russian army 
arrived on the Clonthalersee at night fall: both 
sides passed it under arms and in presence of each 
other, the French occupying the mountains, and 
their enemies the road through the valley and on 


the banks of the lake. It would have been dif- 


ficult for the latter to continue their march with 
safety the following day, if they had leſt the French 
masters of a position which entirely commanded 
their flank. Prince Bagration turned it during 
the night; and at break of day attacked the 
French. This was done with the same intrepidity 
and the same success as the day before. They 
were broken with the loss of a considerable number 
of men, and several pieces of cannon, which the 
impossibility of carrying them off, determined Mar- 
sbal Suworow to have buried. After pursuing the 
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enemy nearly to Naeſels,“ this General marched 
towards Glarus, which he reached on the same day, 
the 15t of October. E 

Massena, who on the goth, had joined Lecourbe at 
Altorf, had began the pursuit of the Russians in 
the valley of Mutten. His advanced guard 4, 000 
men strong, came up on the same day with Ge- 
neral Rosenberg, and immediately attacked him, 
but the latter repulsed it with loss. On the next 
day, the ist of October, General Massena came 
in person, with from 6 to 7, ooo men against Ge- 
neral Rosenberg, who was left at Mutten to guard 
the entrance of that valley, and to secure the march 
of the rest of the army. Massena attacked him 
in three columns, one keeping the centre of the 
valley, and the two others occupying the two sides 
of the mountains. General Rosenberg animated, - 
and animating his soldiers with the same desperate 
courage, with which the Field Marshal had inspired 
his, charged so vigorously Massena's centre with 
three battalions, that he broke it and forced it to fl Y; 
an example which was followed by the two other 


Vol. 111. SE columns 


* The Austrians were defeated in this place by the 
inhabitants of the canton of Glarus, in 1388. 
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columns. The Russians pursued the enemy beyond 


Schweitz, after having killed or wounded 5 or 60 
men, and taken more than 1,000 prisoners, amongst 
whom was General Lacour, and two chiefs of 
brigade, Seven pieces of cannon fell into their 
hands, which, like those which Marshal Suworow 
took the same day, were consigned to the earch. 
This affair cost General Rosenberg about goo 
— 
These advantages gained at the same time by 
the advanced and rear guard, gave the Russians peace- 
able possession of the road from Schweitz to Glarus, 
and they took advantage of this to collect in the latter 
town, their wounded and sick. Marshal Suwo- 
row had flattered himself, that he should there 
be joined by some Austrian corps; but General 
Petrarch having already retreated into the Voralberg, 
and Generals Jellachich and Lincken into the country 
of the Grisons, the Russian General having no other 
support to expect but that of General Auffem- 
berg's brigade, was obliged, notwithstanding an ardent 
desire to maintain himself in the small cantons, to 
renounce it, and to think of his own saſety already 
much committed. After having therefore allowed 
his army to repase for three days, he began his 
| | | march 
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march on the-zth towards the Grison country, leav- 
ing his wounded at Glarus, whom the extreme dif- 
ficulty of the roads, rendered it impossible to trans- 
port, and arrived the same day at Elm, after many 
assaults sustained by the rear guard from the enemy, 
who had begun a pursuit, but shortly renounced 
it. However great were the difficulties which had 
presented themselves in the valley of Zernf, through 
which they had marched to Elm, that of Flem 


by which it was determined to proceed to that of 


the Rhine, and towards which they marched on the 
6th, presented much greater fatigues and obstacles. 
It was not without infinite labour that this march 
was accomplished, which cost the army part of its 
beasts of burthen and baggage, as well as a pretty 
large number of soldiers, not in a condition to 
follow them, and that they reached the valley of 
the Rhine, where this army was reunited on the 
8th in the environs of Chur, still amounting to 
near 14,000 men; having thus lost in this short 
but terrible campaign, about g, ooo men in killed, 
wounded, or lost in the mountains, or who had re- 
mained behind during the first marches. The actions 
in which they had been engaged, cost the French 
| FS. : at 
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at least 4,000 men in killed, wounded, and pri- 
ne, ont antes 18 = jp 

The Russians after their retreat from Zurich 
had on all points withdrawn behind the Rhine, 
and quitted Constance. As soon however, as they 
recovered from their late defeat, at the instigation 
of the Austrians, they returned on the goth to that 
city, where the French had but one piquet, which 
was eazily driven from it. The left of the defen- 
sive line of the Russians was then fixed at Con- 
also on the leſt bank of the river, the two inter- 


mediate posts of Busingen and Dissenhoffen, tnge 


bridges of which they guarded, They would have 
been weak. qu this line, if their dependence had 
been only upon their own strength; but besides 
a Corps de Reserve belonging to General Nau- 
endorf, which was on the right bank of the river, 
they had been joined at the instant of their retreat 
by part ofthe Bavarian Contingent, consisting of about 

2, 400 men, and a few days after, by the small army 


of che Prince de Conde, who arrived from the 


bottom of Volhinia, after having been many months | 
sometimes on his march, and sometimes detained 
upon the frontiers of Bohemia, by the opposition 

| bo which 
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which ile court af Vienne made 0% lie pas 


including a body of Russian hussars, which 


had been united to it, was about 5,000 men 


strong; it took post quite on the leſt of the 
Russian army, and occupied the city of Constance. 
Beyond this point, the western bank of the lake of 
that name, was entirely abandoned by the Allies, as 
far as Rhineck. 

When General Petrarch withdrew from Uts- 
nach, a part of his corps took their rout towards 
the Grison country; the remainder, with their com- 
mander, marching by the way of Liechtensteig, St. 


Gallen and Appenzell, went to occupy the Rhein- 


thal. The head quarters were fixed, at Feldkirch. 
The celerity with which General Petrarch marched 


atect the Voralberg, proved to be of little use, for 


the French advanced, but in very small numbers, 
into the canton of Appenzell, and even into the 
Thurgaw, Their greater force was in the canton 
of Zurich, and was even compelled to remain there 
almost inactive, owing to the departure of Massen, 
OREN cantons of Lugerngy 


- The. Archduke had, b on \ the ab 
of September, at his head quarters in Schwet- 
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O08) 
ꝛingen, of the disasters experienced by the allies 
in Switzerland. Whether this Prince entertained, 
or not, any project of a campaign upon the 
lower Rhine, being alarmed at the dangers which 
menaced Suabia and the Grison country, he hastened 
to fly to their defence with a part of his army, leav- 
ing the remainder Under the command of Prince 
Schwartzemberg, for the protection of the Necker and 
the Mein. Prince Charles having arrived on the 
the 4th at Donaueschingen, which he made his head 
quarters, immediately turned his attention, if not to 
repair the misfortunes of the 23th and 26th, which 
was now scarcely practicable, at least to. prevent 
their being attended with still more disastrous conse- 
quences. Being made acquainted” with the first 
successes, obtained by Marshal Suworow, and with 
the inconvenience which thence resulted to Massena, 
he was delivered from all apprehension of an irruption 
beyond the Rhine on the part of the French, and 
resolved to carry the war again into the canton of 
Zurich, with the intention of making there at least 
a diversion iti favour of the Russian General, and thus 
to enable him either to derive advantage from his 
first successes, or to secure his retreat into the Gri- 
son country. This diversion, however, so much 
. 155 whbes 
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viel for by Suworou, and rendered necessary by 
circumstances, was resolved upon too late; the 
Russian Field-Marshal was already, before it was 
attempted to be put in execution, in the valley of 
the Rhine, and Massena was also already returned 
with his troops into the canton of Zurich. 

The Republican General, freed from the appres 
hensions which the Russian army of Italy had 
caused him, thought of nothing hut turning to his 
advantage, the first victories he had gained over 
the Russian army of Switzerland; and after having 
sent one division into the canton of Appenzell to 


keep General Petrarch in awe, he sent on the 6th, 


his advanced guard to reconnoitre the positions 


which the Allies then occupied upon the leſt bank, 


before the city of Constance, and the bridges of 
 Busingen and Dissenhoffen, having resolved to 
make an attack upon them at the same time the next 
morning, and to drive back the Allies entirely on the 
other side of the Rhine. 


In consequence, a strong column * his centre, 


attacked suddenly the entrenched posts before the city 
istance, which were occupied by the Prince of 


Conde's army, which was too weak, in point of 
numbers, to be able to protect equally all approaches 
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to the city. It for a Tong time repulsed the attack of 
the enemy in front, but, in the mean time, the licht 
infantry of the latter, found means to pass a small 
marshy:bog, to penetrate, as far as the town, and 
Sieze the gate of Paradis. While this was transacting, 

the corps of noble infantry, the hussars of Baur, 

and other troops, continued to defend the intrenched 
camp, and there remained to them no other akerna- 
tive, than that of being made at last prisoners, or of 
making their way through the city sword in hand. 
The latter was best adapted to the experienced bra- 
very of this troops, and also to ihe fate which the 
republican laws reserved for the emigrant prisoners. 
and cleared of the enemy, who left there a hundred 
of their dead. This desperate action, almost un- 
precedented in this war, was performed by the gre- 


ien Moc, - * tou. 8 


* It phony out, — ee 21 the Emi. 
grants taken were treated as Russians. There is reason 
to believe that the retaliations threatened by Marshal 
Suworow, after the example of the Spanish General 
Ricardos, contributed as much as the humanity of Mas- 
ens or of the Directory to this act of justice. 
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Vorthy companions the hussars of Baur. During 
this period the Republicans made an attack upon the 
entrenched camp, but they were galled by grape 
shot, and repulsed with the loss of 200 or goo men. 


* 


This day cost the Allies 1 50 men, killed or wounded, | 


amongst whom was General de Salgues, who was slain 
at the head of the Bourbon grenadiers. The duke 
&Enghien, behaved with his usual bravery. The 
Prince de Condé run the most imminent danger, 
having passed through the town at the instant when 
Ma were there. If the latter had possessed 

more judgment and resolution, they would have 
marched straight to the bridge, have broken it down, 
and all that was on the left side of the Rhine, would 
infallibly have fallen into their hands. The army of 
the Prince de Conde remained in possession of the 
eity of Constance, during the night, but quitted it 
on the morning of the 8th, the strength of the enemy 


being more than double his own. It went to en- 


camp on the other side of the lake, and on the gth, 


fixed his head quarters at Stahringen, near Stockach. 


I be Republicans were still less successful on other 
points; they were repulsed during the whole day in 

the attacks which they made on the bead of the 
ö 1 | bridge 
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bridge at Dissenhoffen. The Ruszian General Wer- 
now, not only defended. it with spirit and success, but 
even took from the * 3 wu of cannon and 
some men. 

Massena had . to 8 on tho same amo 
Sun of the bridge of Busingen, but here he was 
prevented. General Korsakow, whether it was that 
he wished merely to frustrate; this attack, which the 
reconnoitring made the day before by the enemy, 
gave him reason to expect, or whether, in conformity 
to what has been said above, he wished to attempt 
something in favour of Marshal Suworow (of whose 
march towards the Grey League, perhaps he was 
ignorant) passed the Rhine the morning of the yth, 
with about 8,000 men, of whom. the fourth part was 
cavalry. He had not gone four miles, before he met 
with the advanced guard of the enemy, strongly 
posted near the village of Schlatten it was im- 
mediately attacked, with fixed bayonets, by the Rus- 
sians, and driven from its position: it took a second, 
which it lost in the same manner: it was attacked a 
third time, and two of its battalions had already laid 
down. their arms near the village, of Trublickon, 
when the main body of the French army, with Mas- 

| | ; Sena 
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sena himself, arrived at Andelfingen to their up- 
port. At sight of this: reinforcement, and at the 
approach of the enemy's cavalry, the Russians de- 
sisted from all their attacks, and not thinking it pru- 


dent to wait for one from Massena, made a retro- 


grade movement towards the point from which they 
had come : the enemy followed them, and essayed, 
but in vain, to get possession in the evening, of 
the head of the bridge of Busingen, which General 


Korsakow, after having maintained for some time, | 


quitted, for no reason that can be assigned, in the 
night time, withdrawing his troops from the other 
side of the Rhine.—This affair, and those of Dissen- 
hoffen and Constance, scarcely cost the Allies less 
than 2, ooo men, killed, wounded, or made prisoners, 
and certainly as many to the French. 

These three engagements, fought in ore day, 
were, if not the last, at least che only important 
ones, of which Switzerland was still the theatre, 
during this campaign. They terminated the bloody 
scene of the three weeks, which have been the sub. 


ject of this chapter. These transactions have 


hitherto been only related: it remains at present, to 
examine their causes and consequences, the former 


have 
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second of so many fears, and both of so much re- 
gret for the more rational part of the inhabitants 
of Europe, that even the contemporary historian, 
can hardly keep silence respecting them, whatever 
degree of reserve, he may on the whole have im- 
poeted upon himedlf, | l. 
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HAF. XIV. 


Observations upon the events deseribed i in the prectd 
ing chapter — Examination of the causes which 
brought on the disasters of the 2 5th and 26th of 
September — Degree of blame which ought to be 
zmputed to the Archduke Charles, or to the court 
of Vienna—Unfortunate effects of the death of 
General Hotze— Faults of General Petrarch and 
| Korsakow— Faults of Massena——Praises merited 
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by Marshal Suworow and tas army Estimate of 
the loss of the French and allied armies, from the 
25th of September to the gth of October, 2 


TIE first ostensible cause of the disasters which 


happened to the Allies in the end of September in = 
Switzerland, and of their consequent entire expul- = 8 
sion from it, was undoubtedly the departure of the 1 


Austrian army and of its Chief; but this was not 
the only cause, and ought not to have drawn upon 
the Archduke Charles, or even upon the court of 
Vienna, the indiscriminate blame which was 50 ge- 
nerally lavished on them at the time. It will not 
oa | be 
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be here examined, whether Austria had positively 
resolved to frustrate the generous project which 
England and Russia had formed to render the 
result of the campaign, both in a military and po- 
litical point of view, as beneficial as possible, and | 
of depriving Marshal Suworow of the honor of 
delivering Switzerland, after having reconquered 
Italy; neither shall it be investigated whether, as the 
Austrians have said, they had in vain proposed 
ſrom the beginning of the campaign, that the Rus- 
sians and they should act separately, or whether as 
the former had asserted, they had not engaged to. 
enter into Switzerland until it was entirely subdued, 
and whether they had received assurances that the 
Archduke would not quit it upon any account— 
These questions it would neither be easy, nor in this 
wark proper to resolve; if at any time politics are 
introduced into it, it may have been perceived that 
it is only when absolutely necessary, to give a true 
idea of the situation, of the forces, and the military 
projects of the Belligerent Powers. 
Considering only in this last point of view, the 
injury which the departure of the Austrian troops 
did to the affairs of the Allies, it appears that the 
great number of those who have said that they 
Should 


% 

should have remained in Switzerland, and the 
small number who have on the contrary. asserted, 
that they did well in quitting it, are equally distant 
from the truth. The French had advanced upon 
the Mein and the Necker with superior forces; their 
direction announced the design of turning the Black 
Forest, and proceeding to establish themselves upon 
the Danube, which would have placed them upon 
the flank, or eyen on the rear of the allied army. 
They could not be allowed to accomplish these 
designs, without abandoning to them the plunder 
of the Palatinate of Franconia and of Suabia, 
without being obliged to evacuate the Brisgaw, 
and the Forest Towns, and in one word, without 
risking the safety of the Allies, and the ultimate 
success of the campaign. To these military con- 
siderations, are to be added the pressing solicitations 
of the Elector of Mentz, of the Duke of Wur- 
temberg, and of the Elector Palatine. The first of 
these Princes, though ruined by the war, had at 
his own Expence, armed the inhabitants of a part 
of his Electorate : the two others had just joined the 
coalition, and as by this Step they had exposed 
themselves, and particularly the Elector Palatine, to. 


the vengeance of the French, so they had acquired 


a right 
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a right to the protection of the Allies, and more 
especially to that of the General in chief of the 
forces of the Empire.— All this made it the duty of 
the Archduke to hasten to rescue Franconia and 
Suabia from danger; but at the same time che great | 
force which Massena had in Switzerland, and the 
interest which the Allies had in retaining the por- 
tion of that country which they possessed, either 
to enable them to conquer the rest, or to ensure 
the favourable issue of the campaign in Italy, de- 
manded that the Limmat and the Linth should be 
so powerfully guarded, that Massena might not 
be able to force that deſensive line, the only one 
on that side of the Rhine, where they could 
maintain themselves, and upon the possession of 
which, depended consequently that of all the 
country occupied by the Allies in Switzerland. 
The Archduke seems to have had no other way 
of performing these opposite duties, but that of 
sending a part of his troops to join General Sztar- 
ray, which would at least have enabled him to 
check the progress of General Muller; and of re- 
maining himself with the rest in Switzerland, in 
which he would thus have had sufficient force to 
defend the lire of the Linth and Limmat, perhaps 

even 


%% ns 

even to retake the smaller cantons, and what was 
more essential, he would have prevented the faults 
afterwards committed by General Korsakow, either 
from want of skill, or ignorance of the country. 
One of the causes to which, with a good deal of 
probability, the departure of the Archduke has 
been attributed, is that he did not chuse to be 
himself in Switzerland at the same time with 
Marshal Suworow, which might have produced a 

collision of authorities, between the two Field 
| Marshals, in which from his subsequent conduct, 
chere is reason to think that the Russian would 
not have yielded. It can hardly be believed that 
notwithstanding the little harmony which prevailed | 
between the courts of Petersburgh and Vienna, that 
case had not been foreseen, and regulated before- 
hand. It was natural that the brother of the 
Emperor, Field Marshal of the troops of the em- 
pire, possessing so many glorious claims, and having 
given so many proofs of military talents, should 
have the pre-eminence over a General possessing the 
same military rank, enjoying also a very high re- 
putation, but who was personally only a private 
individual, and who commanded troops inferior in 
number, troops also which were only auxiliaries, 

vol. 11I. U | and 
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and were in the pay of a third power, If then 
it had not been determined that Marshal Suworow r 
should yield the chief command to the Archduke, 
or that they should act separately, it seems little 
extraordinary that the Prince should be unwilling 
to remain in Switzerland, and in that case his 
error, or that of the court of Vienna is reduced 
to not having left a part of his troops on the 
banks of the Limmat; the want of that pre- 
caution must appear perfectly inexcusable. 

It is not however to that remote cause that the mis- 
fortunes of the 25th and 26th of September, must be 
exclusively attributed. The delay which took place 
in the match of Marshal Suworow, the death of 
General Hotze, and the bad conduct of Generals 
Petrarch and Korsakow, constitute three other prin- 
cipal causes of these events. 

When the delay which took place in the march 
of General Suworow is spoken of, it is not re- 
ferred io the three days longer, which he remained 
in Italy in order to secure the fall of Tortona. The 
great interest which the French had in preventing 
it, and the demonstrations which Moreau « made with 
this view, were motives which prudence could not 
reject. But what cannot never be excused, and 

what 


; 6291) 


what must always be regretted is, the three or 


even four days which the negligence or bad faith 


of the Austrian Generals caused Marshal Suworow 


to lose in the Italian Bailiwicks. It may be af- 
firmed with perfect certainty, that it had been 
positively promised him, that a sufficient number 
of beasts of burden for transporting the bread and 
baggage of his troops, should be collected and 
ready by the time at which he sbould arrive at 
Taverna. Those who some way or other prevented 
the fulfilment of this promise, it must be allowed are 
extremely culpable, and indeed it is upon them that 
the responsibility of allthe reverses which the Al- 
lies experienced in Switzerland | ought to fall. In 
fact, had Marshal Suworow been able to put his 
vanguard in motion on the 1oth, instead of the 
19th, and to sett off himself on the 17th instead 


of the 20th, he would have arrived at Altorf on 


the 22d or 23d, that is to say, two or three days 


before the attack of Massena. It would thus have 


been prevented—the forces of the Allies would 
have remained entire—Hotze would have lived 
and the invasion of the small cantons would un 
doubtedly have been made by him with vigour, 


with concert; and most probably with a success, 
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fence would have been more obstinate, than that of 


( 292) 
which would have immediately seconded the ope- 
rations of Marshal Suworow—Events very different 
from those regretted by Europe, it may be be- 
lieved would have happened. It will be objected 
that if the Russian General had arrived sooner, 
Massena would have also made his attack earlier, 
but this objection which naturally suggests itself, 
is destroyed by the fact: for Massena was per- 
fectly ignorant of the march of Marshal Suworow, 


and Lecourbe was on that point in zuch perfect. 
- gecurity, that when he put himself in movement 
at the same time with the rest of the army on the 


24th, he found himself engaged in the valley of 
the Reuss, between the Russians and the column 
of General Auffemberg. Since then, Marshal Su- 
worow not arriving till the e6th, had concealed 
his march from the French, it appears evident that 
the case would bave been more certainly the same, 
if he had arrived three or four days sooner. 

It need not be repeated how fatal the death 


of General Hotze was to the Allies. That able 
officer, fighting on and for his native. country, 


would perhaps upon the 25th, have maintained his 
position against General Soult, or at least his de- 


his 


— 
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his successor. He certainly would not like him 
have so precipitately evacuated the Toggenburg, the 
country of St. Gall, and the canton of Appenzell. 
He would have disputed the ground inch by inch, 
and would perhaps even have been able to do 
something in favour of his colleague Korsakow. 
He would, it cannot be doubted, have justifed 
the confidence which Marshal Suworow had in him, 
and would have supported him to the utmost of 
his power. It is probable that in that case, the 
Marshal finding himself well supported on his right, 
instead of being obliged to retire into the Grisons, 
would have kept his pot in the small cantons, and 
that upon the return of the Archduke to the Rhine, 
the campaign „ have been renewed with ad- 
vantage. | | ; 4 

But the immediate causes of the disasters of 
the 25th and 26th of September, were the faults 
of Generals Petrarch and Korsakow; those of 
the former have already been sufficiently pointed 
out; besides, to say what General Hotze would not 
have done, is to have said what General Petrarch 
did do, and what he ought not to have done. 
_— months before, at Frauenſeld, and in WY 
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at Kehl, and in the Black Forrest. To recal these 
occurrences, is to say enough against that General. 

It is a matter of regret, that the conduct of 
General Korsakow cannot be more favourably 
spoken of; his amiable qualities, his undoubted 
bravery, and the honorable use which he made of 
the favour he once enjoyed at the court of Peters- 
burgh, would prevent any reflection, was it not 
considered that it is not on the man, but on the 
General, that a judgment is to be passed. In the 
latter capacity he has been far from fulfilling the ex- 
pectations, which were to be formed of a man 
who was selected to go, att distance of 15200 
miles, to command an army destined to give the 
last finishing to the success of the campaign. He 
had brought into Switzerland, or had formed very 
soon after he got there, prejudices against the 
Austrians, which certainly were not just to the 
length that he carried them ; for if the military farce 
which they played off on the 27th of August, and to 
assist at which they made him come up by forced 
marches, vas not calculated to give him much confi- 
dence in their offensive intentions, it ought not, how- 
ever, to have made him believe that they were disposed 
to betray and sacrifice him. If information may be 
8 5 5 depended 


( 295 ) 
depended upon, scarcely was he arrived, when ac« 
cording to the order of his Sovereign, he required 
that an attack should be made, and did it so keenly, 
that the Austrians, though perhaps with no great 


* 


sincerjty consented to it, and in consequence a 
plan of attack was formed. The part which was 
assigned to General Korsakow, he thought too 
hazardous, and from that conceived that they 
wished to have bim defeated. —He refused to exe. 
cute it, alledging that his troops were nat accus- 
tomed to a war among mountains, which every 
reader will observe, was certainly the same thing as 
to renounce it altogether in Switzerland. 

When by the departure of the Archduke, Gene- 
ral Korsakow became entrusted with the chief direc- 


tion of the defence of a country, which was not 


only unknown to him, but mountainous, the most 
fortunate thing which could have happened to him, 
and which he should have sought for with the ut- 
most pains, was to find some one who. could inform 
him of the nature of the country occupied by the 
enemy, and of the kind of war to be carried 
on. The local knowledge, the experience, and 
even the personal interest of General Hotze, ren- 
dered his advice more precious than that of any 
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TTY but what hos was ed wich distrust 
and contempt, It would be impossible to answer 
positively for the truth of what is here unwillingly re- 
lated, but it rests on the authority of Persons not 
only worthy of credit, but whoxe situations put ĩt 
in their power to be particularly well informed. 
The best thing which General Kersakow could have 
done when left to himself, was to have imita- 
ted in every point, the measures of his predecessor, 
as the experience of three months in the same po- 
sition, had proved their expediency, during all 
which time the head quarters had been at Kloten, 
at a proper distance behind the, whole line, General 
Korsakow on the contrary, placed his at Zurich, 
which was upon the line of defence itself, and thus 
he exposed himself to be driven from them in the 
first moment, to lose his baggage, his artillery, and 
his military chest—It is known that in fact he lost a 
part of all those, and that misfortune would not 
have happened, if his quarters had been. at Kloten. 
He would likewise have avoided the gxcessive con- 
fusion which must always be occasioned by the re- 
moval of head quarters from danger, at a moment 
when nothing but fighting should be thought of. 
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As to the faults which were committed upon 


the days of the 25th and g6th, they have been 


sufficiently pointed out in the course of this narra- 


tive, and they are of themselves 80 evident, that they 


need not here be much insisted upon. Though the 


Russians were on the whole inferior in number to 


the French, yet the latter had not on the line of 
the Limmat, 10,000 men more than the former. 
If General Lorge had been vigorously attacked on 
both sides, after he had passed that river, or rather 


if he had been prevented from establishing a bridge, 


the success of the day might have turned in favour 
of the Russians, or at least they would have ac- 
quired the means of defending for some days, and 


inch by-inch, the canton of Zurich; and when what 


Marshal Suworow was then doing is recollected, it 
is evident that to gain time, was to gain every thing. 
In no point of view can the unskilful and disastrous 
retreat of the Russian Generals ever be excused, and 
it appears that the opinion of the court of Petersburgh, 


on their conduct, was not different from that formed by 


the public ; for General Korsakow, with three other 


Generals, among whom was pe were pong s 


missed the service. 
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It is the fate of unsuccessful Generals to be always 
blamed, and in spite of the Res Sacra Miser, it is 
commonly with justice; for defeats are almost always 
the consequences of errors. War is a difficult game, 
at which the ablest player generally gains. The 


reader will not, therefore, have been surprised to 


find some censure thrown upon the Generals Pe- 
trarch and Korsakow, but he will be so, perhaps, 


V ben he finds the conduct of their conqueror still 


more positively criticized. —The faults of the former 
were on the field of battle, in difficult, perilous, and 
hurried moments, when every measure must be de- 
eided on instantly, and when some minutes of delay 
may render ineffectual, or even hurtful, the most 
excellent dispositions. But the errors of the latter 
were committed in cool blood, when he was quietly 
at his head quarters, and when he had every circum- 
stance in his favor.—Let any military man judge of 
the conduct of Massena— He had under his orders, 
m the beginning of September, or even in the end 
of August, at least 70,000 men, of whom about 
55,000 were opposed to about 42,000 Russians and 


Austrians. It was to have been expected, that mY 


soon as the Archduke should be at a certain distance 
from Switzerland, Massena would take advan- 
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tage of his superiority, to attack his remaining 
opponents. The Directory, and the Generals Mo- 
reau, Championnet, and Muller, pressed him much, 
but he remained immoveable and in perfect inactivity. 
for three weeks—he attacks at last: and what time 
does he chuse? the very moment when Marshal 
Suwarow was not only on his march against him, 
but even within a short distance of his rear. What 
opinion is to be formed of a General, who, having 
it in his power, during a whole month, to strike an 
important and almost certain blow without any 
serious risk, waits to do it till his situation would be 
most dangerous in case of a deſeat, and until, even 


in case of success, he is no longer able to profit so 


much by it as he otherwise might have done? Such 
vas the conduct of General Massena.—If he had 
attacked at the moment when the Archduke arrived 
with his army on the Necker, before that Prince 
could have returned, he would have had time, not 
only to reconquer all Switzerland, but also the coun- 
try of ihe Grisons, and even perhaps to pass the 
Rhine, or to pour 15,000 men into Italy, which, 
would have much embarrassed the Allies, or at least 
have detained Marshal Suworow at the bottom of the 
Alps. — Besides, by forcing the Archduke to return, 
Pr he 
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he would likewise have left Franconia, and even 
Suabia, in the power of General Muller.. It must 
be remarked, that in that case, all the division of 
General Lecourbe, which on the 24th, began his 
projected attack upon the country of the Grisons, 
and which was stopt the next day by the advanced 
guard of the Russians, and by the brigade of General 
Auffemberg, would have been able to assist freely 
the general operations, and would have augmented 
the force, and the success of Massena. By not at- 
tacking sooner than the 25th, that General, notwith- 
standing the victory which he obtained, and which 

he owed partly to chance, derived from it only a 
small part of the advantages which it ought to have 
produced. He was obliged to retrograde, to oppose 
Marshal Suworow ; he gave time to Prince Charles 
to return after having defeated General Muller ; 
and he lost, for the rest of the campaign, the chance 
of getting possession of the countiy of the Grisons, 
the importance of which is well known to every 
reader. Independent of these capital errors, Mas- 
sena committed a very considerable fault in the exe- 
ceution of this attack, in leaving his right flank so il! 
defended, by which means the Russians, almost 
without resistance, got possession of the St. Gothard, 
18 where 
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where they ought, and might so easily have been 
stopped. There is but one way of explaining the 
conduct of Massena, and saving his military repu- 
tation ; and it is not to be wondered at, that that way 
must appear probable to many, when it is remem- 
bered that he had acted in the month of August 
exactly as he did afterwards in September, and that 
then he had delayed his attack on the Archduke till 
the day on which the army of General Korsakow 


arrived at Schaffhausen. In every view of the 


matter, it is surprising that Massena was able to ob- 
tain the approbation of the Directory, and of their 


suecessors. Like the greatest part of the public, they 


have probably been dazzled with the brilliant vic- 

tories of the 25th and 26th, which, indeed, were the 
only important ones, gained by the Republic, in the 
course of the campaign. 

Ic is consoling to have to pass from censure to ad- 
miration, and such is the case now, that the conduct 
of Marshal Suworow and his brave army be 
spoken of, When it is remembered that it was after 
having come from the interior of Russia, and after a 
most active and bloody campaign of five months dura- 
tion, that this army, reduced almost to the half of its 
original number, penetrated into the middle of the Alps, 
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there to open a new campaign, to fight new baitles, 
and to engage in a kind of warfare to which it was 
entirely unaccustomed, one is struck with admiration 
of these intrepid soldiers, of their worthy comman- 
der, and of the Emperor Paul, who subjected his 
troops to such labours for the benefit of the civilized 
world! The march of Marshal Suworow across 
the Alps, shall not here be celebrated, for the French 
and Austrians had preceded him ; but what must ap- 
' Pear much more worthy of praise are the obstinate 
battles which he fought in the valley of Mutten, and 
in the canton of Glarus, the constancy with which 
he and his army supported every kind of privation, 
and the fatigues of a march which was a cominued 
engagement. Generals Prince Bagration and Ro- 
senberg, already so distinguished in Italy, acquired 
new glory in Switzerland. Marshal Suworow con- 
firmed that with which he was already loaded, and gave 
fresh proofs of his resolution and beroism. It has 
been said, that he received, with much impatience, the 
accounts of the disasters experienced by Generals 
Petrarch and Korsakow, and certainly considering 
how many projects were disappointed by them, and 
all the mischief they did to the affairs of the Allies, 
it would have been astonishing if he had received 
2 55 | | them 
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them otherwise. He has like wise been reproached 
with afterwards losing time in the canton of Schweitz, 
and perhaps with a certain degree of justice, but itis 
a noble fault to be slow in retiring before an enemy, 
and he did better than fly before his, for he stopt and 
beat them. | 
Before finishing this chapter, something must be 
said with regard to the loss of men on both sides 
in Switzerland, from the 25th of September to the 
gth of October. It would only be loss of time 
to refute the extravagant reports made by the French 
Generals in the intoxication of victory. The final 
estimate sent by Massena on the gth of October, 
in which he stated the total loss of the Allies at 


$0,000 men, shall only be attended to, and 


it may without hesitation be affirmed from various 
researches made on the subject, that this statement 
was at least exaggerated by one half. — The Aus- 
trians lost few men on the 25th, and had no priso- 
ners taken from them, and it would probably be going 
beyond the truth, when their numbers of killed and 
wounded is ated at 1,000. The loss of General 


Korsakow's army, which has been so wariously re- 


ported, was certainly not above 8,009 men in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. Marskal Suworow 
| in 
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in these three ways lost about 2,000 men. He 
likewise left some sick and wounded at Glaris, as 
did Korsakow at Zurich; but their number could 
not amount to 2, 000. In the three actions of the 
geh of October, the Allies lost about 2, ooo more, 
50 that on the whole, the void occasioned in their 
ranks in the course of three weeks, was about 
15,000 men. There is reason to believe that the 
loss of the French in the same period, did not ex- 
ceed 9,000. They suffered very little in their en- 
gagements with Generals Petrarch and Korsakow, 
and their principal loss was inf their combats with 
General Lincken, Bagration, and Rosenberg. Those 
who have seen service, and who know how much 
_ Gazettes and even official reports exaggerate the de- 
| 8truction of men, which is always too great in a 
human point of view, will not be surprised to find 
here reduced so much the losses, which on both sides 
have been swelled so high. There never is a cam 
paign in which the number of men in the Bellige- 
rant armies is not two or three times destroyed by 
exaggeration or credulity. It is the duty of the 
historian to avoid the one, and if possible to Set 
right the other. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. xv. 


The French and Imperalists supposed to entertain 
offensive views, none of which prove rea. Mar- 
| shal Suworow quits the country of the Grisons, 
and General Korsakow the canton of Schaffhausen 
— They form a junction behind the lake of Con- 
Stance—The forces remaining ta them. Estimate 
- of their Losses— The French make an attack in 
| the country of the Grisons on the gt of October 
They. gain some ground Tie Archduke. rein- 
Forces the troops ,which guard that country 
March of the, Russtan army towards Bavaria and 
the upper PalatinateIt halts in Balemia Last 
operations which take place in the country of the 
Erisons Conclusion 27 the campaign in Swit- 


* RON eee in which the French were in 
possession of all Switzerland as far as the Rhine, and 
when Marchal Suworoy had joined dhe Alies in the 
valley of the Grisons, two things were almost equally 
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expected to take place, neither of which happened. 
It was thought certain, that Massena would hasten 
to take advantage of the losses which the Allies 
had suffered, and of the little accord and stability 
that prevailed as yet in their defensive arrangements, 


to pass the Rhine, advance into Suabia, lend an 


helping hand to General Muller, and give his army 
winter quarters in the enemies country. If he did 


ddat at least he would bring together a great force 


umost efforts to make himself master of that bul- 
wark: of Switzerland, beſore the winter set in. On 


the other hand, a number of speculators, without 


considering the nature of the season, the scarcity 
of provisions, the difficulties of conveyance, the 
fatigue of the troops, and the ruin of their arms 


and clothes, „and supposing ng that an army is always 


as ready for motion in the field, as a regiment at 
parade, were equally confident that the Allies would 
hasten to pour into Switzerland from all sides, 
and to lavich the remains of their blood in recon- 


_ vere gratified; the first it wilt be allowed, was far 


w . Massena had 
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an interest most assuredly, in sending part of his 
troops out of Switzerland, which was no longer 
capable of supporting them, and to the defence. of 
which they were no longer necessary. As to the 
a new campaign . that river, derbe 585 
served more consideration, and pres 
ficulties than was imagined. ——— the 
losses sustained by the Allies, they were in the 
month of October nearly twice as strong as they 
had been a month before. On one side of the 
lake of Constance, the troops which had returned 
with the Archduke, joined to those which had 
remained upon the right shore, to the wrecks of 


Korsakow's army, to that of the Prince de Condes, 


and to the Bavarian contingent; amounted to more 
than 45,000 men. "On the other” side of the kt, 
the junction of Marshal Suworow with the Austrians 
supported by about 3. O00 armed"inhabitarits "of 
the country of the Grizons, the Vorberg and de 


Tyrol, formed no less than a 30, 00 men Massen 


therefore had 75,00 men against him He had 
not more under his command, and certainly cou 
not bring 50 many into the field; RE Be W. 
very far from having a supply of arms, and pro- 


X 2 visions 


* 
rn ere n K ˙ «t + a Roe — pro th, bs 
n 8 a 9 42 oY A0 n 3 ” EE On * 
2 2 nne 4 " / 344 8 * 


i 
7.7. ß ITT 
2 nr GE PROS © 0g * n 
z * * 83 my 3 2 he 


3 e * B'S 


5 


n pox 


(368) 
visions proportioned to the number of his soldiers. 
They received neither pay nor rations with regu- 
larity, and their equipment was in so disordered a 
state, as to be unequal to an active war. The 
magazines were in a great measure exhausted, the 
artillery wanted horses, and the military chest was 


so completely drained, that although Helvetia made 
it a common cause with the French Republic, 


Massena, in contempt of the treaty which mutu- 
ally bound them, was reduced aſter the capture 
of Zurich to impose a contribution of 800, ooo 
livres upon that town, the same upon Basle, and 
half that sum upon St. Gall. These acts of autho- 
rity met with a formal opposition from the Hel- 
vetic Directory, and inflamed the discontent of the 
Swiss to such a degree, that Massena judged it pru- 
dent to moderate his demands. The Swiss Go- 
vernment still continuing absolutely to refuse them, 
the French General appealed to his army, and 
the contributions imposed were finally Wn either 


min money or in commodities. 


Inspite of all the obstacles which i the enter- 
prises that the French army of Switzerland seemed des- 


ned to attempt, it may be thought, that in a military 


5 (309 
point of view, its leader was blameable, if not, for 
having omitted to invade Suabia with his whole force, 
if not, for having made no effort to possess him- 
self of the country of the Grisons, at least for not 
having advanced 15 or 20,000 men by Basle and 
the forest towns, who would have much 
the Allies, and would have supported the opera- 
tions of the army of the Rhine, which, without 
this assistance, were rather hurtful than of use to 
the French. It would have been easy for Massena 
to have completely equipped such a body of troops; 
he might have raised contributions, reaped the har- 
vest of a part of Suabia, carried off horses and 
horned cattle, and taken up in safety positions, 


which it is unnecessary to point out. ge 
Notwithstanding the great number of the Allies 


circumstances compelled them to a conduct strictly : 


defensive; although their army was as numerous as 
yet it had suffered so much, and especially the Rus- 


events had made such an impression upon the minds 
of che troops, that'it was neither physically mom mo 
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quest'of Switzerland. To re-enter in the' month of 


October, the career of labours, dangers, and sufferings 


presented by such an object, would have been to 
ruin their army entirely, and to render it incapable 
of engaging in the next campaign; besides, what 
might have been gained could in no way compensate 
for what would certainly have been lost: granting 
that the lesser cantons, and that of Zurich, had been 
reconquered, it would have been necessary to con- 
centrate themselves in those countries, and to take up 
winter quarters there. This desolated oountry would 
have afforded none of the necessaries requisite to 
an army which had suffered so much from a long 
and terrible campaign: the repose of the winter 
would there have been more severe than the fatigues 
the Aar, in one month, which was entirely out of the 
question, it was e to think of — 
— of ning the = eoomy repose of i its 
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After resting his army two or three days in 
the - environs of Chur, Marshal 'Suworow recom- 
menced his march to proceed and opetgate with 
the other Russian army upon the banks of 
the lake of Constance, a junction which he had 
hoped to form upon the Reuss. On the 13th he 
arrived at Feldkirch, and on the 16th at Lindau, 
where he was joined on the 18th by General Korsa- 
 kow's corps, which had reascended the Rhine, and 
had been succeeded upon that river by the army of 
the Archduke. The two Russian armies united, 
Jormed one of about 2 3, oo0 effective men, the re- 
mains of 70,000 nominally, who had been sent in 
he course of the campaign into Italy and Switzer- 
land, but who, in fact, amounted to no more than 
go, ooo in the field: more than one half, it then 
appears, was either dead, disabled, in the hands 
of the enemy, or leſt in the hospitals. It 
would be impossible, positively to ascertain the 
number of men belonging to each of these classes. 
The Russian commanders in chief are alone ac- 
-quainted with it; but if a conjecture is to be 
hazarded, it may be reckoned that 8, oo0 fell by the 


ners, and that the hospitals received the other 10,000 
either as wounded or sick. One reflexion only is 
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here necessary. Marshal Suworow and General 
Korsakow had nearly the same number of men 


under their command; and the former, during more 


than six months, of the most active and eventful 
campaign lost no greater number in killed, and not 
nearly so many in prisoners, as General Korsakow 
lost in the space of Shaw days: the first has enjoyed 
the honour of victory, the second has endured the 
shame of defeat. Such is the difference resulting 


from the choice of Generals, and such the impor- 
tance of that choice. 


Massena had announced that he would attack the 


country of the Grisons on the 16th or 17th of Oc. 


tober, but whether he was not yet in a condition to 
do it, or feared to be himself attacked at other 
points, or wished to wait until the Russians were 
farther removed, he did not execute his project be- 
fore the g ist. On that day General Loison attacked 


the posts still held by the Austrians, in the valley of 


the Rhine between Ilantz and Reichenau, whilst 
General Mortier at the same time attacked che posts 


which the enemy had retained in the county of Sar- 
gans. It was as casy for the one as for the other 
of these Generals to succeed in the commission given 
him; the small detachments of Imperialists upon 


the 
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the points above-mentioned being merely dtd 


for observation. Attacked by forces, greatly supe- 
| rior, General Auffemberg, who commanded in that 
9 drew off his troops from Vettis and Ragatz, 
retiring behind the Rhine, and on che side of Tam- 
ins and Reichenau, behind the confluence which 
the sources of the Rhine form at the latter place. 
The contests to which these operations gave rise, 
were of slight importance, but Massena did not 
neglect to attach some to them. He pretended to 
have made goo prisoners, and to have killed and 
wounded a great number of men. He added, to 
render the whole more probable, that he himself had 
only lost three men killed and ten. wounded. 
These were the only hostilities which took place in 
the end af October. Prince Charles, however, 
was not inactive: the position taken by the tuo 
Russian armies behind the lake of Constance, 
obliged him to put his troops in motion on all sides 
to replace them. He reinforced Generals Lincken, 
Auffemberg, and Jellachich, in the Voralberg and 
dhe country of the Grisons. Several companies of 
chasseurs were formed of the inhabitants of that dis- 
trict, and many more of those of the Ty rol. . These 
measures, and the season, put the Grison country 
Out 
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vut of danger, and enabled Prince Charles, whose 
situation was become extremely critical, to employ 
his forces in the defence of Franconia and Suabia, 
till he should receive the new regiments, which at 
the news of the last events in Switzerland, were 
hastening to him out of Austria and Bohemia. 

Aſter having had his bead quarters at Lindau 
till the goth, without having had an interview with 
Prince Charles, Marshal Suworow quitted the banks 
of the lake of Constance with his whole army, and 
that of the Prince de Condẽ; and marched by Leut- 
kireh, Memmingen, and Mindelheim to Augsburg, 
where he arrived on the 8th, with all his staff, and 
fixed his head quarters. His army took cantonments 
in the part of Suabia, comprised within the Iller, the 
Lech, and the Danube. The Prince de Condẽ had 
his head quarters at Landsberg, upon the Lech. The 
Russian General a few days afterwards, received 
orders from Petersburgh, to reconduct” his army 
into the states of his sovereign, and these orders he 
put in execution about the end of the month. Of 
this army there only remained upon the Lech, the 
Swiss regiments of Roverea, Salis, and Bachman, 
raised by, and in the pay of Great Britain: they 
formed together about 3 0 men. The Russian | 
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troops traversed Bavaria and the Upper Palatinats; 
fresh orders stopped them upon the frontier of Bo- 
hemia, and Marshal Suworow placed his head 
quarters at Prague, from whence he continued his 
march towards Russia some time afterwards. 

It is not here necessary to enter into the detail of 
the causes which removed the Russian army from the 
theatre of the war Their retreat alarmed Europe, 
and exposed to view dissensions that had long been 
perceived by the enlightened part of the public. 
events, and became so notorious at this time, as to 
restore the hopes of che French. Although essen- 
tially attached to the bistory of the end of the year 
17995 the altercations which took place at the conclu - 
tion of a campaign that had crowned with success 
most of the plans of the Allies, do not yet belong to 
the cautious historian; it will be preferable, and more 
consistent with the plan of this work, to give an 
account of the subsequent military events, events 
which restored confidence to Europe, and pre- 
vented the evils that it seemed probable would 
result from the defection of the Russians. The 
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fortunate termination given to the campaign by the 


Archduke in Suabia, next claims our attention, 
which however must yet be detained on the subject 
which now engage it. 

Massena had in no way taken ans: of the 
progress made on the g ist of October by the divi- 
sions of Generals Loison and Mortier, and his in- 


activity was probably owing to the natural embar- 
rasments in which the French army of Switzerland 


was entangled, and to the checks which the army 
of the Rhine had experienced. Whether, however, 
Massena had not renounced, all designs upon the 


| Grisons, whether he wished to discover how that 


country was protected since the departure of Suwo-, 
row, or that he was desirqus of securing his right 
flank, he made general Loison pass on. the gh of 
November, from the lower to the upper source of the 
Rhine, where the Austrians held the post of Tusis,* 
which they were compelled to evacuate, retiring upon 


Furstenau. The enemy advanced no. farther, being 


unable to do so without incurring. some danger, 5 


on account of che movements which had been 
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This place takes its name from a colony gf Tuscans 
who settled there. | 
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made almost at the same moment from Bellinzona, 
towards Dissentis and Airolo, by General Dedowich, 
who commanded the Austrian troops stationed in 
the Italian bailiwicks. The possession of the latter 
district was a great obstacle to the attacks which 
might be made by the French upon the country 
of the Grisons— The season already defended nt 
more effectually than any thing else. The -snows 
obstructed the valleys, destroyed the communica- 
tions, and prevented the conveyance of provisions, 
in a country which in a manner furnished no more. 
Frost and snow reigned on the mountains of the 
Alps; in the valleys, misery and desolation: the 
lesser cantons had suffered to such a degree from 
the war, that they were unfit to be again che 
theatre of it. This consideration, joined to that 
arising from the reinforcements received by ihe 
Austrians in the country of the Grisons, and to 
the movements they were making in the Grey 
League, and in the canton of Uri, determined the 
French to evacuate in a few days aſterwards, the 
two valleys of the anterior and posterior Rhine, 
and to retire into that of Urseren, where they 
had already concentrated themselves on the 10th of” 
November. On neither side was there any other 
2 remarkable 
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remarkable hostility, for that appellation cannot be 
given to a reconnoitring made by the Austrians be- 
yond the Rhine near Oberried, which merely oc- 
casioned some insignificant firing of musketry. 
From that period the campaign may be looked upon 
as terminated, and the troops * Et entered 
into winter cantonments. 5 
The position in which the interruption of houtili. 
ties left the two armies, was as follows. The 
} French occupied the Valais 'to the source of the 
| Rhone, the Grimsel, and the St. Gothard ; from 
and the county of Sargans; followed the left bank of 
the Rhine to Rhineck ; skirted the western shore 
of the lake, and again extended from thence along 
the left bank of the Rhine to Basle, in front of which 
place, on the other side of the river, they had 
entrenched posts The Austrians oceupied the foot 
of che mountains of the Valais, the Italian bailt- 
wicks, the major part of the Grey League, occu- 
pied the right bank of the Rhine, from Reichenau 
to the lake of Constance, upon which they had a 
flotilla; and guarded as far as Basle, the bank op- 
posed to that in the possession of the French, 
having brought away the bridges which they had 
M 5 
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at Eglisau, Stein, Dissenhoffen, and Constance. 
We see that the Rhine separated the two armies: 
they could not have a barrier more natural, or 
which more effectually secured repose to each 
of them.—The Archduke Charles continued to 
command in chief all the Austrian troops within 
the Alps. Massena on the contrary quitted his 
army a short · time after, and went to Paris, to culti- 
vate the good graces of Buonaparte, who, returning 

on a sudden from Egypt, had no less suddenly 
| overthrown the revolutionary work of 10 years, and 
usurped the sovereign power, under the title of 
Chief Consul. The assent which both Massena and 
Moreau gave in the name of their armies, to this 
new order of things, secured to them a continuance 
in the chief command; but they changed armies— 
The first went in the room of the second, to put 
himself at the of the army of Italy; the other 
assumed the command of the army of Switzerland, 
a command to which was united, that of the army 
4 Rhine, and which he went to exercise in 
the end of December. 


7 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Respective positions of the Imperial and French troops 
from Kehl to Mentz, at the end of September 
Thie latter recommence offensive measures the fol- 
lowing month —On te 4th and 5th of October, 
they pass the Rhine on many points —Possess them- 
gelues of all the country situated between the Mein 
and Lahn — Enter Frankfort, and drive from 
Manheim and Heidelberg the Imperial troops, who 
retire io the Enz— Posilion of the opposed troops 
on tlie 15. of Nouember Dangerous and embar- 
rassing siluation of Prince Charles Militarg 
measures which he adopis—Proclamation addressed 
by kim to the States, and inhabitants of the Empire 
Declaration also made to them by the Emperor 
of Russia Efect produced by these two political 
paper The Austrians having been reinforced, 
attack the French, and defeat them on the gd, and 
' following days —Compell them to withdraw into 
the angle formed by the Necker and the Rhine— 
and raise the blockade of Plalipsburgh—General 
| Lecourbe 
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Lecourbe on the 16th, makes a new attack and again 
invests this fortress—The Austrians fall back as 
far as the Enz—The Archduke sends General 
Sztarray with fresh reinforcements The latter on 
the 3d of December makes a general attack, which 
meets with full cuccess—Philipsburgh is relieved, 
and Lecourbe is forced to retire to Manheim — He 
proposes an armistice, which is accepted on con- 
dition that it is ratified by the Archduke—This 
Prince refuses to do it—The French evacuate 
Mankeim and Neckerau, and completely repass 
the Rhine—End of the campaign. 


Wu EN at the end of September, Prince 
Charles quitted the banks of the Necker, to return 
to the borders of Switzerland, he left in the Palati- 
nate Prince Schwartzenberg, with sufficient forces, 


if not to maintain an active offensive line of con- 
duct, at least, to keep in check in that quarter, the 
French army of the Rhine, and to prevent its 
making any rapid and dangerous progress. There 
was not then between Kehl and Mentz a single 
Frenchman upon the right bank of the Rhine. 
From the latter city, as far as Basle, there were 
about 20,000 Austrians, sustained by the Lands - 

vol. 11. * turm, 
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turm, regularly organised, and about 10,000 strong. 


This last body, to which were attached some Ment- 
zer and Imperial Hussars occupied the two banks 
of the Mein, confined the French in Cassel,“ and 
left them scarcely any communication upon the 
right bank. The head quarters of this division 
were at Niederrad. Besides this national support, 


the Austrians reckoned also upon that of the inha- 


bitants of Brisgau, the armament of which had 
been fixed upon, and even already, in part executed: 
Some companies of peasants were doing duty along 


Vith the Imperial troops, in some of the posts establish- 


ed in the environs of Kehl. The neutrality which 
the Margrave of Baden, persisted in maintaining, 
prevented the levy in mass, -from being general in 
Suabia, and from forming a chain of Militia from 
the frontiers of Switzerland, as far as the country 
of Hesse Cassel. The French, ever since the re. 
taking of Manheim by the Austrians, had kept upon 
| te 
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- * Tt is well known that Cassel is a fort situated op- 
posite Mentz, on the other side of the Rhine. Custine 
added to its fortifications i in 1793; but it was the Aus- 
trians, who in the year 1795, put them really in a state 
of defence. They have since been still more improved 


by the French, 
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the defensive, contenting themselves with guarding 
with attention the left bank of the Rhine. But 
General Ney the provisional successor of General 
Muller, in the command of the army of the Rhine, 
which was intended for General Lecourbe, had no 
sooner learnt the victories of Massena, and the de- 
parture of the Archduke, which had been the con- 
sequence of them, than he thought of again resum- 
ing the offensive. His army amounted to about 
25,000 men, and some reinforcements were on their 
march to join it. His first object was, and it was at 
once the most urgent and the easiest to be accom- 
plished, to drive the enemy's posts from the en- 
virons of Cassel, and from all the country situated 
between the Mein, the Nidda and the Lahn. | 
On the morning of the 4th of October, the Re- 
publicans set off in force from Mentz, and advanced 
rapidly on the rout towards Franckfort, drove the 
posts of their enemies from Heidersheim, then from 
Sunlingen and Hcachst, and obliged them to repass 
the Nidda. The next morning they forced the pas- 
sage of this river, attacked the intrenchments, 
which the Mentzers had thrown up to cover a bridge 
of boats which was upon the Mein, at Grisheim. 
e | Thewe 
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These intrenchments were well defended, till che 
arrival of the French heavy artillery; but its fire 
quickly obliged the German troops to aban- 
don them, and to withdraw their bridge. At 
the same time, a strong detachment of French 
pushed as far as Franckfort, on which it attempted 
again to levy a severe contribution. The ma- 
gistrates of this town had the firmness to refuse it 
to them, and the double good fortune to remove, 
at the end of two days, these importunate visitors, 
at the price of only a few hundreds of Louis. 
The Landsturm being apprehensive that the 
French would pass the Mein by the bridge of F ranck- 
fort, and cut off their retreat, hastened to effect it 
and retired in disorder towards Hauenstein, where 
they placed their head quarters. They were not 
pursued by the F rench, those having preferred to 
march in force towards the upper Nidda, to try to cut 
off the Imperial corps, which had been bold enough 
to advance into Rhingau, and even upon the banks of 
the Lahn, from whence, however, it effected a saſe 
retreat, bringing along with it boch prisoners and 
booty. The same day, the gth, some hundreds of 
French passed the Rhine, near Lautersburg, and in 
spite of the neutrality of the country of Baden, 
us pillaged 
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pillaged some villages of their grain and cattle, and 
returned to the other side of the river with their 
booty. A similar excursion took place at the same 
time at Sandhoffen, below Manheim; but the Re- 
publicans had besides, the good fortune to surprize 
there a piquet of Hullans, which they made 
prisoners. General Ney made the loss of the 
ememy, in these different actions, amount to 3,000 
men, and his own to 100. It would be speaking 
largely to say, that the loss which the Germans 
experienced, amounted to three. or four times the 
latter number.— It is clear, that the French had 
wished to alarm, at once, tte Austrians on all the 
line along the Rhine, and it is easy to perceive that 
their aim was to ascertain the degree of strength in 
which the departure of the Archduke had left the 
Imperial troops on the Rhine. On the 6th, the 
French made before Kehl an attack which did not 
succeed: the same day the Landsturm advanced afresh 
as far. as Nidderrad. „ 
The easy successes which the French had obtained 
on the 4th and gth, but which they did not 
follow up for many days, having proved to them 
that the Imperial troops were not in great force 
upon the Rhine and the Mein, General Ney resolve 
AF to 
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to take advantage of their weakness, in order to ad- 
vance into Germany, perhaps in order to compel 
the Archduke to send reinforcements thither, and 
thus render himself more feeble in Switzerland. In 


consequence of this, upon the 11th, he put all his 
troops in motion, A part of them passed the Mein, 
near Costheim, and another part the Rhine at a little 
distance from Gros Gerau. At their approach, the 
light troops of the Austrians, and the armed peasants 
fell back, part towards Aschaffemburg, and part 
towards Heidelberg. The French left a small body 
upon the Mein, to face the enemy, and marched with 
the rest of their forces to the Bergstrass. Some rein- 
forcements which the Imperialists had received, put 
them in a condition to make some stand against the 

enemy, and impede their progress. The latter, 
however, gained ground every day, and having 
caused new forces to pass the Rhine, both above and 
below Manheim, presented themselves all at once 
on the 17th, before that city and that of Heidelberg. 
The Austrians having had the precaution not to 
leave any thing in the former city, except some 
piquets without baggage or artillery, evacuated it at 
the approach of the French. The latter did not so. 
easily get possession of Heidelberg, which they at- 
0 1 tacked 
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tacked by the right bank of the Necker. They 
vished to pass the bridge, but found it so well defends 
ed by the artillery, planted both upon the side 
of the river, and on the heights, at the foot of 


which the town is situated, that after many attempts 


which cost them dear, they were obliged to give up 
the enterprize. Prince Lichtenstein, who had the 


command at Heidelberg, learning that the French 


were already in considerable strength upon the leſt 
side of the river, and having reason to fear being 
turned by them, quitted Heidelberg the next 
morning. The enemy having pursued him, and 
being joined by another body, which had passed 


the Necker at Neckerhausen, a very warm engage · 


ment of cavalry ensued, in which prisoners were 
made on both sides. Count Esterhazy, Colonel of 
hussars, was made prisoner, and Prince Lichten- 
stein wounded, The Austrians retired, part towards 


Heilbron, and part towards Bruchsall, where the 


head quarters were fixed, and where Prince 
Schwartzenbergh, who was ill, gave up the com- 
mand to General Gœrger. The latter being reduced 
to act strictly on the defensive, had no other objeet 
than to cover Philipsburgh, as long as possible, 


and wich this view he formed a chain of posts, all 


Y 4 along 


4 
'F 
1 
' 
' 
. 
* 
7 
+ 
3 
* 
© 
* 
* 
| 
ö 
118 
is 
i% 
i 
| 
b 


— — . — 


— * —— ets. ooianes E725 — — * e 
—ꝓ—— — — —U [D— —— äT6ä — —— ett 
8 = 


> — n rere — EID r 
2 — a> — 2 < A —— —ꝓ ——ꝑ 43 ee EA a — 


( 328 ) 
along from the Rhine to the Necker, and passing by 
Wisenthal, Obstadt, Odenheim, and Sinzhei n, nor 
did he lose a moment to introduce reinforcements 

and provisions into this fortress. 
The French continuing to push forward, wt 
Having also caused some of their troops to pass the 
Rhine, above Philipsburgh, General Garger, on the 
20th, transferred his head-quarters to Knitlingen, 
and drew back a little his chain of posts, still 
3 however, his communication with the for- 
The French approached it on the 21st, and 
t . the posts of observation, which the Rhin- 
grave of Salm had on the side of Graben, but 
they were repulsed, and fell back on the 22d.—It 
would be useless to continue the daily detail, of 
the trifling movements of the advanced posts of the 
two armies; no action of any consequence took 
place till the ist of November; at this period, the 
French, who had every day gained a little ground, 
were in possession of the Palatinate and of the 
Bishopric of Spire had driven back the Austrians as 
far as the other side of the Enz; occupied both banks 
of the Necker, to the confluence of these rivers, and 
blockaded Philipsburgh : General Lecourbe had 
taken the command of the army, of which the 
. | ads 
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advanced guard continued to be led by General Ney. 
The Archduke found himself, towards the end 
of October, in a situation singularly embarras- 
sing. Attacked in the Palatinate and in Franconia, 


| threatened with being so in Suabia and the Grison 


country ; it was at this critical moment that he saw 


the Russians abandon the theatre of war. The two 


armies which he had opposed to him, consisted of 
more than 100,000 men, and he had scarcely him- 
self 70,000 to line the banks of the Rhine, from 
its source as far as Kehl, to defend Suabia, and 


support the armed Peasants who covered Franconia. 


To meet at once so many difficulties, were required 
a judgment, a combination, and a skill, which 
were happily found united in Prince Charles. The 
preservation of the Grison country being of most 
consequence both for the safety of Italy, and that 
of the hereditary dominions, it was the first object 
of the Archduke's concern; and the manner in 
which he placed it out of all danger of invasion, 
has been already pointed out. | 
From the lake of Constance to Kehl, the posts 
were so well chosen, that upon whatever points the 
enemy might wish to pass the Rhine, a large body 
of troops were enabled immediately to unite itself 
| against 
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against them. Little Basle and Kehl, from which 
they could have defiled, were particularly watched ; 
these measures enabled the Archduke, who over, 
looked the whole from his excellent central position 
at Donauschingen, to send some reinforcements ta 
the Necker, which arrived there on the last days of 
October: they were principally composed of heavy 
cavalry. | 

However well-concerted these dispositions might 
be, and however great the confidence which Prince 
Charles placed in the courage of his troops, he was 
far from being quite easy with respect to the, dangers 
which both the present and the future threatened. 
The misfortunes which had already taken place in 
Switzerland, the probability that the French would 
be eager to take advantage of their success and of 
their superiority, and the little confidence with 
which he could henceforth place in the support of 
the Russians, had determined him to address, on 
the 26th October, to the states and inhabitants of 
the German Empire, a proclamation, the length of 
which prevents its entire insertion, but the end of 
which, as containing some demands, which are not 
to be found in any of the preceding proclamations, 
shall be transcribed. After having recapitulated the 


complaints 
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complaints of the Empire against France, recalled 
the efforts made, and expences incurred by the Em- 
peror, for the defence of the former, and renewed 
his solicitations for the arming of the contingents, 


andthe payments of the Roman months ; 
He added Such is the situation of all those 
6 countries which are unfortunately invaded by the 
& French, that the demands which 1 now make for 
6 their security can bear no comparison with the 
6 miseries they must experience from the oppres- 
6& sions and unbounded extortions of the enemy. 
6 I therefore trust, with confidence, that the states 
„ and inhabitants will not only comply with the 
6 proposal now made to them, but also voluntarily 
& come forward with free gifts, conformable to their 
cc means and resources. 5 

6 These free gifts may be as various as the wants 

& of the army, and may be furnished in ready 
&* money, obligations, corn, forage, serviceable 
ec horses, linen, cloth, leather, and in any other 

& commodities useful to an army. | 
As some difficulties may occur, however, with 
%“ many whose dispositions may lead them to make 
& patriotic gifts, without the immediate power of 
$ carrying their intentions into effect, because, 
65 though 
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te though not in possession of specie, or commodi- 
& ties necessary to the support of an army, they 
& may have articles in gold or silver, either of 
& real use, or ornamental; to enable such persons 


& to be useful to their country, and to make their 


& effects of permanent value to themselves, it is 
& hereby declared, that such gifts in gold and silver 
C shall be received in real value, the mark of gold 
&« at 380 florins, and that of silver at 24 florins 30 
& krentzers; and it is also declared, that such per- 
& sons shall receive in exchange, obligations at 
* 4 per cent. The gold and silver to be furnished, 
& to be delivered at the royal mint, at Guntzburg.” 
This address had but little effect, and the example 
of patriotic donations, so ridiculously given in 
France, and adopted with so much efficacy in Eng- 
land, did not meet with a great number of imita- 
tors in Germany; as in Italy, the patriotism there 
resided chiefly in the lower classes; these had only 
arms and courage and they had offered both. 
About this period also, was circulated throughout 
Germany, a declaration made on the 1 5th of Sep - 
tember, by the Emperor of Russia, to the Members 
ofthe Germanic Empire, and presented to the Diet 
of Ratisbon. The warm interference of the Em- 
| peroc 
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peror Paul in the affairs of Germany, has proved 


an event of such importance to Europe, and 
may be productive of so decisive consequences 
in future, that the acts of this Prince, whose per- 
sonal opinions seem to direct the politics, cannot 
be separated from the history of the time. This 
consideration will appear without doubt, to justify 
the insertion of this declaration. 

« His Imperial Majesty, the Emperor of all the 
& Russias, ever animated with zeal for the cause of 
& Sovereigns, and wishing to put a stop to the 
& ravages and disorders which have been spread by 
« the impious government, under which France 
ce groans, to the remotest countries; being fully 
& determined to dispatch his sea and land forces 
« for the support of the sufferers, and to restore 
& royalty in France, without, however, admitting 
&« any partition of that country ; to re-establish the 
&« antient forms of government in the United Pro- 
6 vinces, and in the Swiss Cantons; to maintain the 
ce integrity of the German Empire; and to look for 
& his reward in the happiness and tranquility of 
% Europe; Providence has blessed his arms, and ; 
& hitherto the Russian troops have triumphed over 
6 the enemies of thrones, religion, and social order. 


« His 
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64 His Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, 
& having thus declared his views, and the motives 
& by which he is guided, addresses this declaration 
& to all the members of the Germanic Empire, 
& inviting them to unite their forces with his, to 
& destroy the common enemy, as speedily as pos- 
« sible; and to found upon his ruins permanent 
& tranquility for themselves and their posterity. 
& Should his Imperial Majesty of all the Russias 
cc perceive that they support his views and rally 
& round him, he will, instead of relaxing his zeal, 
& redouble his exertions, and not sheath his sword 
& before he has seen the downfal of the monster, 
& which threatens to crush all legal authorities : but 
e. should he be leſt to himself, he will be forced 
& to recall his forces to his states, and to give 
&« up a cause so badly supported by those who 
& ought to have the greatest share in its triumph.“ 

This declaration was not in any respect vain; 
| for as the Emperor of Russia had throughout all 
the campaign, powerfully contributed to the safety 
of Germany, so he likewise according to his word, 
abandoned this country to itself, and recalled his 
troops from thence, as has been stated in the last 
chapter, about the end of October. bel 
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The solicitations of the two Emperors, made with 
860 much urgency, but without mutual concert, had 
no effect upon the principal powers of Germany. 
Prussia, Saxony, and all the north persisted in 
their neutrality, and in the treaties by which France 
guaranted it to them. The south, more threatened 
with danger, not being included within the line 
of demarcation, and in some measure dependent on 
Austria, make some efforts. The elector of 
Bavaria placed at the disposal of the Archduke, 
the troops which he had in the Palatinate.* The 
Duke of Wurtemberg increased to about 2,500 men, 
the troops which he had upon the banks of the 
Necker. The circle of Suabia assembled; and re- 
solved upon the future armatnent of 10,000 men. 
Wurtzburg and Bamberg, thought also of con- 
tributing to the defence of Franconia, and formed 
some companies of peasants who went to join chose 
of the Spessart and the Odenwald. These mea- 
ures produced some support for the moment, and 
gave hopes of one more considerable. | 
It 
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* His contingent which had joined the Russian army 
in Switzerland, had followed it in its retreat into Bay 
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It is time to revert to the military operations 
the recital of which has been unwillingly, but 
necessarily interrupted. The Imperialists, and 
the French, were left opposed to each other at the 
end of October, upon the banks of the Mein, the 
Necker, the Enz, and the Rhine, Philipsburgh being 
blockaded by the latter: General Ney's head quar- 
ters were at Brackenheim. The line of the re- 
spective advanced posts extended. from the Rhine 
to the upper Necker, at a litile distance from the 
Enz. The object of the French was to cover the 
Siege of Philipsburgh, which they bombarded, and 
hoped to carry by the weight of their fire. That 
of the Austrians was to raise it, and at all events to 
shelter the Duchy of Wurtemberg. Prince Charles 
of Loraine * was commander in chief upon the 
Necker 


3 
1 * * * of, 


—_ 


* The same, who under the name of Prince de Vau- 
demont was before the revolution in the service of Louis 
the XVIth, as well as his eldest brother the Prince of 
Lambesc, who was Grand Ecuyer of France, one of the 

first posts in the kingdom. They quitted France at the 
beginning of the revolution, and gave themselves up en- 
tirely to the service of Austria, who acknowledged them 
as Princes of Lorrain, and took them into her service in 
the rank of Colonels. They are both of them become 
Field-Marshals Lieutenants. | 
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Necker, and his advanced guard was under the or-. 
ders of Prince Hohenlohe. General Gcerger bad 
the command from the Enz to the Rhine: A oaks 
corps was with General Szenkeretzky upon the right 
bank of the Necker, to cover the right flank, and scour 
the country round it. This defensive position of the 
Imperial army, was almost the same which the Prince 
of Baden took in 1693, and which he maintained so 
successfully against Marshal de Lorges. b 
Prince Hohenlohe having advanced on the other side 
ol the Enz, drew the attention of the French, who 
collecting superior forces attacked him on the ist of 
November, near Bonigheim, and compelled him to 
withdraw as far as Bletigbeim upon the Enz. Du- 
ring this, the body of French which was on he 
right bank of the Necker, advanced as far as Mar- 
pach, and thus outflanking the right of the Aus. 
trians, obliged them to send a part of their forces 
towards Bonigheim. The next morning, Prince 
Hohenlohe was reinforced by about g, oo Austrians 
or Wurtemburgers. This support arrived most sea- 
sonably; ; for on the gd in the morning, his ad- 
vanced posts were attacked and repulsed as far as 
the Enz, and the enemy appeared desirous to ad- 
vor. 11I, 3 . | 885 vance | 
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vance to the other ide of theRiver, Prince Hohenlohe 
passed it himself, attacked the French with spirit, 
gained their right flank, beat and forced them to 
fall back as far as Erligheim, where being joined by 
their reserve, "they took a position in order of bat- 
fe. Prince” H ohenlohe pursued them there, and 
had the Skill to charge their cavalry at the moment 
Ken it e changing its front. This timely and 
vigorous charge met with complete success; che 
French cavalry was broken and put to flight—Ge- 
neral Ney commander in chief, and the General 
of brigade Lorget, were wounded on this occasion. 
| The French infantry deprived of the support of | 
its cavalry, was, in spite of ihe obstinate defence it 
made, cut to pieces, or put to the route. This af- 
fair cost the Republicans more than 700 men, made 
prisoners, and about 1,z00 killed or wounded, 
What was still more, it occasioned their losing all 
the advantage of the progress which they had been 
making for a month, and overturned all their Pro. 7 
Jects with respect to Germany. = 

In fact, the conquerors having followed the enemy 
in their flight, ebased them from the borders of the 
N ſecker, and drove them back the same day be- 
| yond Neuburgh, The column which had advanced 
from 
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from the other side of the river to Marpach, had 
only time to fall back precipitately upon. Heilbron 
and Sinzheim, and was near being cut off by an 
Imperial corps which crossed the Necker at Lauffen. 
On che 4th, the Palatine Colonel Wrede attacked 
| the enemy in flank, forced the passage of the 
Necker near Pletten, and carried sword in hand, 
the village of Obrickeim ; being seconded by a de- 
tachment of light Austrian cavalry, which swam 
across the river, he attacked the French afresh, 
forced them to give ground, and made some pri- 
Soners. . This advantage was the more valuable, 
as it placed the Imperialists in the rear of the enemy, 
who had to fear every instant being taken between 
vo fires, and, could not, consequently, hope any 
longer to sustain themselves beyond the Necker; 
they therefore continued to retreat, and on the gth, 
The preceding night the French had evacuated Pforts- 
deim (which they had entered on the ad) a post 
"which was too advanced for them to be able to main- 
tain with safety, since the progress made on the 
other side ef the Enz, by Prince Hohenlohe. The 
Austrians hastened to take advantage of their suc- 
cess: on the 6th, their advanced guard drove the 

"(OO enemy 


(34) 

enemy from Knitlingen, and from Bretten, and made 
a great number of prisoners. On the 7th, Prince 
Hohenlohe occupied Sinzheim, a place famous for 
the battle fought there by Marshal de Turenne in 

1674. | 5 3 

Bishopric of Spire, and covered the blockade of 
Philipsburgh. General Geerger received orders 
from Prince Charles of Lorrain to force them also 
to retreat from this point; The French were in 
consequence of this attacked on the 8th; driven 
from Bruchsall and repulsed to Obstadt, where 
having attempted to make a stand, they were turned 
and put to flight by an Austrian column, which 
| had advanced to Stetſeld. At the same time a large 
detachment of Imperial hussars moved rapidly for- 
the enemy's troops which immediately covered the 
blockade of Philipsburgh, chat it deströyed, took 
or dispersed them, and thus relieved this fortress. 
On the 10th, an affair took place between the ad- 
vanced posts near Hofheim, which turned out. to 
the disadvantage of the French. On this and the 
following day, they compleated their retreat into 


„„ na! 5 
. the angle formed by the Rhine and the Necker, 


having their right upon the former river, their left _ 


upon the latter, their centre at Schwetzingen, and 
their head quarters at Manheim, The Austrians 
did not think fit to attack them in this concen- 
trated position, where. they were joined by some 
thousands of men from Holland. It was then, 
that they learnt that Bonaparte had on the 10th 
of the same month, overturned the directorial power, 
and they received at the same time orders to mark this 
new Era, if possible, by victories. The soldiers 
shewed as much joy and approbation at the down- 
fal of the constitution of 1796, as they had shewn 
at its establishment. Their General. was eager to 
take advantage of the momentary enthusiasm, which 
any thing new never fails to produce among the 
French, and especially among the soldiers. 

On che 16th, on the morning, the four divisions 
vwere put in motion, and advanced in all directions 
against the enemy. The first marched along the 
Rhine, and attacked at Neulusheim, the posts which 
the garrison of Philipsburgh bad pushed to this 
place; beat, and drove them back into Wagheusel, 
after having made a great number of them prisoners; 
e left of this same division went by Kisloch upon the 
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Wisenthal, and penetrated to Graben; thus all 
communication with the Imperial army vas cut 
off from Philipsburgh. The . second division, 
marched in the same manner, in two columns; that 
of the left towards Gochsheim, and that of the 
right by Minglesheim, towards Obstadt. General 
Lecourbe favoured the movement of these two 
divisions, by advancing himself between them, with 
2 reserve of cavalry by Wagheusel, Hambruch, 
Forst, and Bruchsall, from whence he dislodged 
che enemy, who fell back to Bretten. The third 
division experienced more resistance than the two 
first, but nevertheless got possession of Weibstadt 
and Sinzheim. The fourth which was designed 
merely for observation, gained also some leagues of 


ground along the Necker. We see by this account, 


that General Lecourbe had carried the greater part 
of his forces towards the right, and that his aim 
was to invest Philipsburgh afresh. . He succeeded 
in his object, and it cannot be denied that he shewed 
himself as skilful in the plains of the Palatinate, as 
he had done in the mountains of Switzerland. At 
che same time that this is acknowledged, his state- 
ment, that this day produced him 1,200 prisoners 
cannot be assented to. He pretended to have made 


1,000 
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1,000 of che garrison of Philipsburgh alone, but 
nobody will believe that a Harig, at most 3,009 


upon a eee its most en pox of ob 
servation; nor did Lecourbe say that he had taken 
the, whole of the troops which were at Neulus- 
heim. It would be therefore nearer the. truth, 
to estimate at 5 or 600 men, the number which 
fell into his hands. The conduct of the Imperialists 
did not expose them to suffer any great loss; their 
line of advanced posts, too; weak to make head 
against the enemy, gave ground without much re- 
sistance, the expected reinſorcements not having 
yet arrived. It appears however, that the latter 
ought to have covered ee with a greatep 

number of troops. 
The result chen of the ee. | 
both parties resumed pretty nearly the same positions 
Which they had occupied before the action of the 
gd. The French blockaded Philipsburgh, and had 
Austrians were at Vahingen upon the Enz ; their 
advanced posts occupied however, many leagues 
of country before this river and the Necker. 
. The rest of the month was passed in ihese tespec- 
tive positions without any action taking place worthy 
Z 4 of 
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of being related. There were during this interval, 
some slight affairs between the French corps which 
occupied the country of Darmstadt, and the militia 
of the Odenwald. They disputed, and had in turns 
the possession of Bergstrass; it was on both sides 
only a contest of observation. General Lecourbe, 
who after the action of the 16th, had repaired to 
Manheim, returned to mi about the end of 
the month. 

The inactivity in which the French, and Pe 
Imperialists remained opposite one another, was 
caused on one side by the desire of reducing 
Philipsburgh before any further enterprize was under- 
taken, and on the other, by the superior, and daily 
encreasing force of che enemy, who seemed deter- 
mined to make their winter quarters beyond the 
Rhine. The fear lest they should succeed in this, 
and lest they should extend them as far as the 
Danube, determined the Imperialists to make their 
magazines fall back as far as the borders of this 
river, and the court of Wurtemberg prepared also 
not to be surprized at Stutgard, by the French, 
The Archduke Charles, however, was far from con- 
senting to yield up Suabia to them, or even the 
n en of 1 8 and the Palaunate. The 


evacuation 
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evacuation of the Grison country by the Repub- 
licans, the inactivity of their army in Switzerland, 
and the winter's being already commenced, pre- 
vented this Prince from suffering much uneasiness 
with respect to the safety of his defensive line, from 
the source of the Rhine, all the way to Basle; and 
enabled him to give more attention and support to 
the war upon the Necker. As soon therefore as 
he was informed of the reinforcements received by 
the enemy, and of the action of the 16th, he sent 
into the Dutchy of Wurtemberg, some fresh troops 


under General Sztarray, and he also gave orders to 


General Meerfeld, to carry upon ſhe Enz, where they 
arrived the 2 ist, a part of those who were in the 
Brisgau, and which were to be replaced by the 
immediate armament of about 4,000 of its inha- 

bitants. General Sztarray had arrived on the Enz, 
on the 2gthof November, with the body of troops 
entrusted to him, and which pretty nearly re-esta- 
blished the balance between the opposite forces. 
There were- about 20,000 men on each side; the 
Ausdiians had; itis true, the! support ur the Lende 


turm. 


On the ist of December, General Sutarrny con- 
centrated his troops in the villages nearest to Sin- 
wa Taz ; : | ; 3 5 5 zheim 
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zheim and Odenheim, points upon which he pro- 
posed to penetrate, and cauxed the advanced posts 
of the French to be driven from Eppingen and 

| Gochsbeim, He dispatched at the ame time a 
large detachment of light troops on the other side 
of the mountains, which border the plain of the 
Rhine, in order to alarm the blockade of Philips- 
army was in motion in five columns, three of which 
were particularly. destined for the attack; the two 
others, placed upon .their flanks, were to cover. 

them, and to serve in case of necessity, for a 

henlohe, which was to begin the action, advanced 
first upon Furfeld and Schweigern, which it carried, 


and from thence to Sinzheim, where the enemy 1 


was in force; at the same time the centre column 
under the orders of Prince Charles of Lorrain, 
directed it self towards Weiler, where the French 
vere entrenched. | These two points of Sinzheim 
and Weiler, which were, properly speaking, the 
left of the position of the French, army, (not in- 
cluding in the line the' body of observation, which 
was upon the Necker), were attacked in concert, 
alter a warm engagement, succeeded in getting pos- 


session 
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session of them. It was not till after this first suc- 
cess, that the left wing of the Imperial army, com- 

' manded by General Gcerger, put itself in motion 
to march against the enemy, who occupied the two 
villages of Munzingen and Odenheim. General 
Geerger turned the first post, while a part of his co- 
lumn marched towards the second, in such a manner, as 
to separate in some degree, the two positions occupied 

by the enemy. The latter driven from Munzingen, 
threw themselves back to Odenheim, and fell 
in with the Austrian column, which was pro- 

ceeding obliquely towards this place. They im- 

mediately engaged, and after having defended them- 
selves with courage, the French ultimately were either 
cut to pieces, or dispersed by the Austrian cavalry. 

The three attacking columns had met with full 

- guecess, and the posts of Sinzheim, Weiler, Mun- 

zingen, and Odenheim, vere in their possession. 

All the centre of the line which the French army 

held from the Rhine to the Necker, was broken. 

The Imperial column of observation, which had 
been placed quite on the left near Bretten, rejoined 
towards the close of the day, the centre of the 
army; that which acted the same part on the right, 

-continued to be detached from it : it had effectually 

contributed to the event of the day, by turning the 
| left 
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leſt of the enemy by Weibstadt and Aglatershausen, 
and by advancing near Lobenbeld, where it had to 
sustain an attack from the enemy, which proved of 
In the night of the ad and gd, Lecourbe concen- 
trated his forces, and took an advantageous position 
on the heights which are between Sinzheim and Wis- 
loch. General Sztarray did not wish to give him 
time to strengthen himself there, and at break of day 
he advanced in four columns. That on the right con- 
ducted by General Szenkeretzki, having under him 
he Palatine Colonel Wrede, endeavoured, as on 
ke preceding day, to turn the left flank of the ene- 
my, and to gain its rear. Prince Hohenloke, with 
the 2d (which in order of march the day before had 
been the first) went straight from Sinzheim to Wis- 
Jock. The 3d, under Prince Charles of Lorrain, 
proceeded towards the latter place, by Waldange- 
toch. General Gcerger, with the 4th, inorder toarrive 
at the same point, made for the Bergstrass, passing 
by Mingolsheim.— Prince Hohenlohe, who attacked 
the front of che enemy, could not break it, and was 
repulsed for many hours; but in the mean time, 
Prince Charles of Lorrain and General Geerger, 
who marched upon the right of the enemy, out- 


, ER. : 
flanked it, arrived upon their rear, and got possession 
of Wisloch : this operation was favoured by a thick 
fog, which rose about the middle of the day ; but 
this same circumstance permitted the enemy to 
march rapidly, and in a body from the Fayerthal to 
Wisloch, and to retake this place, a point neces- 
sary for his retreat, and the approaches to which he 
hastened to defend with artillery. He did not long 
remain master of this place: for the Austrian 
infantry attacked and carried the batteries with fixed 
bayonets, and to the sound of music; penetrated 
into the town; and after a bloody combat, fought 
even in the streets, drove the French out of it. — 
The army of Lecourbe, forced to quit the field, 
and the road towards the Rhine being occupied by 
the left wing of the Imperialists, made its retreat 
towards Lamen and Heidelberg. This it did not 
effect without difficulty, as well as loss. The Aus- 
trian cavalry repeatedly attacked and beat the rear 
guard, and night only saved the rest of the army 
from a total defeat. These two days, cost the enemy 
about 4,000 men, killed, wonnded, or made pri- 
soners: the loss of the Imperialists did not amount 
to. a fourth part of that number. 3 TO; 
It is evident that the plan of General Sztarray, who 
| displayed 
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displayed as much ability in his dispositions, as his 
troops shewed courage in carrying them into execution, 
was precisely the reverse of that which Lecourbe had 
adopted on the 16th of che preceding month. The 
latter had carried the greater part of his forces into 
the valley of the Rhine, and upon the mountains 
which border it; his aim was to deprive Philipsburgh 
of the support of the Imperial army, and to invest 
suddenly this fortress. That of the Austrian Ge- 
neral being to deliver it, he did not think of attack- 
ing its blockade, but judged that the best means 
of raising it, was to break through the centre of the 
enemy's line, and to force it back upon the Lower 
Necker, which would oblige the right wing to 
retreat also, and to raise the siege of Philipsburgh. 
This turned out to be the case; and on the 4th, 
the fortress opened its gates to the Imperialists. 
For the fourth time, its brave garrison, and their 
worthy commander, the Rhingrave of Salm, re- 
ceived the reward of their constancy and heroism. 
Never perhaps did it happen before, that a fortress, 
resisted with success in the course of one cam- 
paign, four blockakes, accompanied with an almost 
constant bombardment. The means of resistance 
which ns possessed, consisting less in its for- 
tifications, 
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tifications, which are but indifferent, than in the 


power which it has to inundate all its approaches, 
the French unable to besiege it in a regular manner, 
hoped to reduce it in time, by an incessant fire 
from their mortars and cannon, and they indeed 
succeed in rendering it almost a heap of ashes. 
The garrison could not have resisted these terrible 
and repeated trials, without the Shelter afforded 
by the casemates; but the uninterrupted service of 
the batteries, the privations, the fatigues, and during 
the last blockade, the rigour of the season augmented 
by a scarcity of fuel, occasĩoned it great mĩseries, and 
a considerable loss. Being principally composed 
of troops of the empire, it gave a proof that 
these soldiers, well commanded, could rival those of 
the Emperor, in the defence and safety of Germany 
This garrison is entitled to the gratizude of all che 
inhabitants of that country, and to the een 

of all military men. | 
The French army took again on the night 
of the gd or the 4th, the same position, which 
it had three weeks before, that is to say, its 
right towards the Rhine above Neckerau, its 
centre in front of Schwetzingen and its left towards 
the Necker, above Heidelberg: Head quarters wers 
at Manheim, It was not possible for the Austrians, 
8 who 
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who had . thither on all points, to force 
immediately this position so capable of defence. 
Lecourbe nevertheless, apprehensive that they should 
attempt to do this and succeed in it, unable to 
flatier himself that bis army could resume the of- 
fensive in this campaign, and desirous of preserving 
till the following one the bridges upon the Rhine, 
of Neckeray and Manheim, proposed on the morn- 
ing of the 4th, to General Sztartay a suspension of 
arms, of which the conditions were, that the F rench 
should remain in possession of those two bridges, 
and an extent of ground in front of boch; that all 
: hoxtilities should cease throughout the whole line 
from Philipsburgh to Oppenheim ; and that they 
should not be recommenced without 18 days notice. 
This suspension of arms was accepted by the Aus- 
tian General, with the regerve however, that it 
Should be ratified by theArchduke Charles. Lecourbe, 
hoping this ratification would be granted, and be- 
ing desirous at all events to bring back his army | 
safe behind the Rhine, made all haste to pass. the 
river the same day, sending i it to take Cantonments, 
part in the Palatinate, part in the Bishopric of 
Spire, and leaving only one battalion at Manheim, 
and another at Neckerau. He transferred his head 
uten 
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quarters to Worms, from whence he set out on the 
7th to join the army in Switzerland, the provisional 
| command of which, he was about to take upon 
himself till the artival of General Moreau. Bara- 
guay D'Hilliets remained mean while chief of the 
army of the Rhine, which for the second time lost 
under his command the possession of Manheim and 
Neckerau. In fact, the Archduke Charles, not well 
pleased that General Sztarray, should voluntarily 
deprive himself of all the probable. consequences of 
his success, and that he should give up for the 
winter to the French, the peaceable possession of 
Manheim and of Neckerau, which would have be- 
come before the spring, very formidable posts, re- 
fused to ratiſy the armistice. This refusal was made 
known to the French on the morning of the Sth, 
who, not being in a state to defend the two posts 
above-mentioned, and not doubting but that after 
the movements which the enemy had already made 
they should be attacked before any reinforcements 
could reach them, quitted them in the night of the 
8th and och, and drew up the bridges of boats, 
which were in both these places, of | which the Pa- 
latines and the Austrians took possession the same 
day. This was, properly speaking, the last ope- 
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ration of the campaign. It gave occasion, it is 
true, to new movements in the French army, but 
they produced no military consequences, and this 
army soon afterwards took up its winter quarters 
along the Rhine, between Strasburgh and Mentz. 
The Austrians took theirs upon the opposite bank, 
and the troops which they sent for this purpose 
upon the Mein, enabled the Landsturm to reoccupy | 
the two banks of this river to very near Mentz, 
where the French shut themselves up; and to push 
parties upon the Lahn, as far as the line of Demar- 
cation.—The Archduke Charles did not think of 
terminating this campaign, like that of 1796, by 
the taking of Kehl, and he was not even tempted 
to try a Coup de main upon this fortress, when 
about the end of December, the frost interrupted 
for some-days its communication with Strasburgh. It 
has been already said in the preceding chapter, 
that this month passed without any hoxtilitiss taking 
place from the source of the Rhine, as far as 
Kehl. | 
After having for near nine months, been the wit- 
nesses and the victims of war, and of all the evils 
which it carries in its train, the numerous inhabi- 
tants of the countries which are enclosed between the 
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| frontiers of Italy and that of Westphalia, at 
last enjoyed some repose, which was nevertheless 
disturbed by the expectation of finding in three 
months after, their dangers and their sufferings re- 
newed. However long may have been already the | 
recital, of the events of this long campaign, it is 
still necessary in order to compleat it, before we 
direct our attention to the still more eventful cam- 
paign made in the same year in Italy, to present 
some observations upon all that has been said, and 
to take a general and systematical survey of the com- 
bined war, of which Switzerland and Germany were 
the bloody theatre. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Four pr incipal periods esd by this campaign— | 
Examination of its result, as to territory—Review 
of the faults commited on each side Estimate of 
its respective losses Interest excited by this cam- 
paign, arising from the novelty of the theatre upon 
which it was acted, and of the 5pecies of war which 

it required—It will ve looked upon as 4 model in 


future. 


8 has read with discernment the 


narration which has just been terminated, and not 
content with the mere successive account of the 
operations and events of the campaign, has endea- 
voured to take a view of the whole, to judge of the 
manner in which it has been conducted, to class its 
vicissitudes, and to appreciate its result, will have 
seen, that it comprises four distinct periods that 
the French suffered the odium, but at the same 
time enjoyed the advantage of attacking - that by the 
first battles, they were compelled to abandon the of- 


3 in Sen, and * the Imperialists re- 


zumed 
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sumed it also in Switzerland, towards the end of 
April — that they preserved it in both countries until 
the middle of June, — that from that epocha the war 
was, during two months, what Feuquieres has called, 
a war between equal powers that from the middle 
of August, the balance leaned on the side of the 

French,—that the offensive was theirs throu ghout 


the rest of the year: that they derived advantage 


from it in Switzerland, but that in Germany, on 


the contrary, they were punished for having assumed 


it that they ended the campaign in the first of 
these two countries as they had begun it, namely, 
by attacking, and being victorious ;—and that they 
also ended in the second, as they had begun, by 
attacking, and being beaten.—If the reader has 


turned his eyes upon the definitive result of these 


vicissitudes, he will, in like manner, have seen, - that 
it replaced the French, in regard to Germany, ex- 
actly in the same position which they occupied before 
the renewal of the war—that the Imperialists, who 
were at that epacha upon the Lech and the Danube, 
found themselves at the end of year upon the Rhine, 
the Necker and the Mein,—and that this progress, 


' which at the first glance appears to be but negatively 
advantageous, (the Imperialists having made it 
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not upon the enemy's territory, but upon their own) 
was yet of great benefit to them, because it removed 
the war from the centre of Germany, and fixed it at 
one of the extremities of that country; because, if it 
did not prevent the temporary invasions of the 


French, it at least hindered the weight of their do- 


minions from being long felt; because it assured to 


| the Austrians, and (the state of the finances of the 


French republic considered) what was of more conse- 
quence, wrested from the enemy the products, 
the physical resources, and it may be said also, the 
population of all the territory lying between the Lech 
and the Rhine. The little gain resulting from this 
campaign in Germany, belongs therefore, evidently, 
to the Imperialists. With regard to Switzerland, the 


case is the same; for although the French ended, by 


reconquering the whole of what they had at first lost 
in the country, enclosed by the Rhine, from its 
source to the mouth of the Aar, yet they could not 
prevent the Imperialists from retaining a threatening 


position round this 8emi-circle, and chiefly, they 
could not retake the Valteline and the Italian bailt- - 


wicks, countries equally important, and even ne- 


cessary to the defence of the country of the Grisons 


and of Italy, and the possession of which, assured 
mo”, nts ta 


- (359) 
to the Imperialists that of the two latter countries. 
Every thing considered, every thing balanced, it 
will be seen that the issue of the combined campaign 


of Germany and Switzerland, though far from being 


such as was expected by the public, was nevertheless 
of use to the Imperialists: if it had little value in the 
eyes of politicians, it had more in those of mili- 
tary men. | 

What has just been said, am leads to exa- 
mine what were the causes which so much circum- 

scribed the resule of this campaign, and which 
rendered almost equally useless to both parties, so 
much blood spilt, so many labours undertaken, 
and so much expence incurred. This scrutiny can- 


not be other than that of the faults committed on 


either side. Whatever reserve, it may be wiſhed 


and reason requires to be maintained, an opinion 


may still be pronounced upon some of the opera- 


tions of this campaign, when it happens to conform 


with that which has been generally expressed, by 


observing and well informed men of the profession, 


and when it is justified by the succession of events. 
The first fault, a very essential one, was com- 
mitted by the Directory, in forming projects, as 


5 as they were above its 


Aa4 means, 


, 


— 
82 ei 


— — N — ws Ne e — rey ery 
0 
K AGES * * ä ä * 


Ax > 


— ů IT — „ 
2 „ * 
** * ets * — 
* S 


4 

Os — X 

5 W EIN 
- d 


_— 
8 * 


—U lw—œ— —ͤ— . - ——— I.» AI a — ʒ—4 j 
P 4 9 * ä 
* 2 * 4 2 8 a 


( 360 ) 
means, and in resuming the contest with unequal : 
forces. Nothing more shall here be said upon this 


point; it has been touched upon in the beginning of 


this volume, and there will be occasion to return to 
it in the end of the next. A second fault arising 
from the first, and which immediately relates to the 
subject of this chapter, was causing an offensive 
campaign to be opened on the 18t of March, by an 


army, (that of Jourdan) inferior in number to that 


which it was going to attack, and which had besides 


more foot soldiers than muskets, and mare horse- 


men than horses. A delay of one month more 
would have given time for the arrival of reinforce. 
ments, which were already on the way ; the cavalry 
and artillery would haye been remounted ; the army 
of observation, the nullity of which occasioned the 


defeat and precipitate retreat of Jourdan, would 
have weighed in the balance, by advancing either 


into Franconia, or, what would have availed more, 
into Suabia, upon the Necker and Danube. This 


delay would not have inj ured the affairs of the 


Republic, and would not have deprived. it of the . 
advantage of aggression. Every thing has proved 
that the Austrians were determined to leave the 
odium of that to the Frencc g. 
se EK The 


; ( 361 ) | 
The faults committed by Jourdan himself, have 
been sufficiently pointed out, to render it needless to 
recapitulate them here. That of having leſt a part 
of his left wing on the other side of the Danube, 
was the greatest that could be committed in his situa- 
tion, and he was punished for it as he deserved. 
He seems to have been sensible of it himself, for he 
laboured to palliate it in a memoir, which appeared 
long after the commencement of this volume had 
been written.—— Neither did he nor the inferior Gene- 
rals take advantage of the means of defence offered 
by the mountains of the Black Forest.—It would 
have been easy to maintain themselves in them for 
eome time, which had they done, the army of ob- 
servation could have joined them, and they might 
have held their ground upon the right bank of the 
Rhine, and prevented the invasion of Switzerland.— 
The short campaign made by Jourdan, presented in 
ten days the contrast of boldness and weakness, of 
confidence and discouragement.— It must be allow- 
ed, however, that the blame falls rather upon the 
Directory than upon that General. 

Massena's outset in the country 1 the 8 
was well conceived and ably directed; his right 
under General Lecourbe, profited with ability of 
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( 362 ) 
these first successes. It does not r has the 
fruitless attacks, made by the former of these 
yea upon Feldkirch, furnisch a subject for 


sm, nor does it seem that he can be reproached 
with any thing material, until the battle he gave before 
Zurich, on the 4th of June. It has been said, and 
still is persisted in, that he either ought not to have 
risked the first battle, or should have waited a se- 
cond. But the greatest cause of reproach which 
Massena has given to the French Republic, is to be 


found in the two great attacks made by him upon 


the 14th of August, and upon the a gth of Septem- 
ber. Three weeks or a month before the first of 
these epochas, the reinforcements he had received, 
and the departure of the Austrian General Belle- 
garde's army for Italy, had given him a great supe- 


iority over the Archduke; he delayed taking ad- 
vantage of this opportunity, until the very day on 


which the Russian auxiliaries arrived in the canton 
of Schaff hausen, which prevented him from pushing 


his successes. He acted in the same manner in the 
following month. On quitting Switzerland, the 


Archduke had left General Korsakow in the same 
dangerous situation, from which the arrival of that 


General had delivered himself. General Korsakow 


might 


- (863) 
might be attacked, beaten, and driven from Switzer- 
| Hand, fifteen days or three weeks before either the Arch- 
duke, or Marshal Suworow, could come to his assist- 
ance. Yet Mass-naywaited the moment when they both 
had it in their power to suecour him; nay, he remained 
inactive umil the Marshal, in spite of delays ever 
to be regretted, was already master of the St. Go- 
thard, and upon the rear of the French army.— 
Though strange this conduct, nevertheless the de- 
finitive advantage was Massena's, and on consider- 
ing his force and position, it will appear almost 
impossible, that mauers should have fallen out other- 
wise. But had he beaten General Korsakow and 
Petrarch, fifteen days sooner, he might have driven 
them entirely out of Switzerland in two days, and 
might have entered Suabia, and prevented the defeat 
of General Muller, before Manheim. The end of 
this campaign would have realized a part of the 
projects formed by the French, at its commence- 
ment, left them in force upon the Necker and the 
Danube, and given them Germany for winter- 


quarters, and for plunder. —The French Republic - 


has certainly not shewn indulgence in this war to 
the Generals who served it, and yet this one was 
neither accused nor punished; on the contrary, he 
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was loaded with praises and rewards. There 'is one 
circumstance which may explain this difference be- 
tween the treatment deserved by Masscna, and that 
which he experienced :—it is, that all the other 
commanders in chief of the Republican armies, 
were constantly defeated in this campaign, and that 
he alone maintained his ground, and obtained signal 
successes. In consideration of what he kad done, 
they shut their eyes upon what he ought to have 
and the French Government was first too feeble, 
and then too insecurely established, to dare to present 
to the public, and to the soldier, the spectacle of a 
victorious General disgraced. ton 

It is impossible to decide whether the inaction of 


the army in Switzerland, during. the months of 
October and November, is to be attributed to 


Massena, or to the French Government. At any 


rate, to which ever side the blame may be due, 
it is surprising that the armies of Switzerland and the 
Rhine, did not concert their operations, and both 


assume the offensive at the same time: they reckoned 
nearly 100, ooo men, and the Archduke, since the 


departure of Marshal Suworow, had not 70,000 
do oppose to them, Why then, in spite of the want 
of . of equipment, and the means of 


transport, 


([ 865) 
transport, did not the army of Switzerland advance 
20 or 25,000 men into Suabia If it was incapa- 
ble of doing that, why did the army of the Rhine 
then expose itself to three successive defeats ? The 
ill founded hope of taking Philipsburgh, was not a 


sufficient consideration to determine it to run such 


risks: its marches upon the Necker had no longer 
any object really useful, as soon as the prospect of 
support from the army of Switzerland was lost. The 
last· mentioned army was not in danger, and needed 
not a diversion in its favour. N othing can appear 
more ill udged, chan the last parts of this campaign 
| by the French; happily by this conduct, resulting no 
doubt, from their financial distresses, and their 
political convulsions, the disunion of the Austrians 
and Russians, and the retreat of the latter, became 
much less inj urious to the interests of Europe, than 
was to be feared. 
Looking at things from their origin, and en 
ing them in a point of view purely military, the 
Austrians might be blamed for not having at 
the same time that they entered the country of 
the Grisons, occupied, under some pretext, the 
Valteline, which had been shut against them for 
A a and a half, by the ee, of Cardinal 
Nechelleu: 
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68666) 
Richelieu: the possession of it would have ena- 
bled them to seize some posts in the Italian 
bailiwicks “. The possession of these countries 
would have placed them at once upon the flank of 

| Switzerland and Italy, would greatly have facilitated 
their operations in the latter country, and must have 
advanced the campaign several weeks in the former, 
It was in the counties of Bormio and Chiavenna, 
that General Bellegard's army should have been sta- 


. * 


The reader Fun 5 Fg the Valeline, $t- 
tuated at the foot of the Alps, between the State of Ve- 
nice, the Milanese, the Tyrol, and the Grisons, 
belonged to the lauer state, by whichyit was acquired in 
2516, immediately alter Francis the First, King of France, 
bad taken possession of the Milanese. The Spaniards 
zeized it four years afterwards, and this country was, for 
several years, a subject of dispute among France, the 
Grisons, Venice, and the Duke of Savoy on the one side, 
and the Spaniards and the Pope on the other. At 
lengrh, in 16g5, France sent the Duke de Rohan chere, 
' who, having marched across Switzerland, with an 
inferior force, was enabled, by his abilities, to maintain 

himself against the joint efforts of the Emperor, and the 
King of Spain. The Valteline was, in consequence, de- 
finitively given up to the Grisons in 1637. Pt 
The Italian bailiwicks were dismembered from the 
- Milanexe, nearly three centuries ago, as a compensation to 
Switzerland, for sums due to her by .. 
And ones Sforza. 
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tioned ; instead of being buried in the defiles of the 
Engadin and the Tyrol, where it allowed itself to 
be attacked and beaten. | 
When, in spite of their cautions and timed poli- 

ties, the Austrians entered the country of the Gri- 
sons, it was undoubtedly because they felt the 
extreme importance of that upper bulwark of Swit- 
zerland, Since they had felt the consequence of 
acquiring it to themselves, they ought also to have 
felt how important it was for the French to drive 
chem from it? Why then did they not send a suf - 
ficient force to defend it. Why did they not place 
in it 12,000 instead of 6,000 men ? 

The six weeks that elapsed between the moment 
in which the Archduke repulsed Jourdan's army be- 
yond the Rhine, and that in which he passed that 
river to enter Switzerland, would heavily accuse the 
Prince, unless as we have shewn, he had partly been 
he experienced from the cabinet of Vienna by the 
derangement of. his health, to which these contradie- 
tions contributed not a little by the. necexalty of 
forming magazines, before attempting the invasion of 
a country so little productive of subsistance and 
by the desire of beginning by the reconquest of the 


/ 


( 
eountry of the Grisons. "However real were some 
of these excuses for delay, yet they are very far 
from nne the Archduke, or those who gave 


him in the eyes of military men, who judge 
by the established rules of the art, and not by the 
changeable vie us of politics. War is a forced state 
of things to which every consideration foreign to it, 
we must not play it at all, or we must be determined to 
profit boldhy by all its chances, and never to forget, 
that if that be not done, the enemy is there to punish 
the omission. It is a game in which, with parity of 
take and of skill, he who only aspires to gain a little, 
must end by becoming the victim of him who aspires to 
gain much. The Austrians have personated the first of 
these gamblers, during almost the whole course of this 
war, and particularly on the occasion in question.— 
Buy not taking advantage, if not immedia 
in a short lapse of time, of the divers effecis pro- 
duced by the victories of the Archduke, upon the 
minds of his troops, and upon those of the French 
and Swiss, Austria gave Massena time to reinforce | 
himself with the flower of the inſantry of Jourdan's 
at 0 4 Gor) plied es eee 
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army, with battalions of conseripts, and, in fine, 
with 4 or 5,000 Swiss, who have fought for him; 
| permitted him carefully to fortify several positions 
amongst others that of Zurich) which cost much labour 
and effusion of blood ; to reduce, with fire and sword. 
the insurgents of the country of the Grisons, of thelesser 
| cantons, and of the Valais, who, in vain, called the 
Austrians to their assistance, from the summits of 
their mountains ; and to suppress several other par- 
al movements, which the approach of a powerful 
army would, no doubt, have multiplied, and proba- 
bly have rendered general. In war, one event hangs 
upon another, and a great original fault is rarely 


+ vithout long felt consequences. The Allies 2 


weight of this during the whole campaign. 
ae had they undertaken and "Sn with 
| success, the conquest of Switzerland, when. they 
were obliged to interrupt it, to put | Marshal Su- 
worow in condition to push that of Italy. Almost 
the whole of the left of the: Archduke's army crossed 
the Alps, and partly to replace it, the Prince was 


compelled to weaken his centre and right, but the 


be was no longer in sufficient force on any point 
reduced to a mere deſensive until the arrival of the 
Russian army, that is to say, until the end of Au- 

vol. Lil. = ml gust. 
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gust. In the mean time, the enthusiasm of his army 
was cooled; the Swiss lost all hope of their deli- 
verance, and the disposition to contribute towards 
it by their own efforts; Massena received new re- 
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inforcements, and again retook the lesser cantons; 
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the Republic formed an army upon the Rhine; 
and when General Korsakow arrived, the utmost 
that he did, was to restore the balance, The poli- 
tical misfortunes and the military faults which turned 
it in favour of che French during the months of 
September and October, are still too recent in 
the memory of the reader, to make it necessary 
to repeat them. It is more agreeable to remind 
bim, that the consequences were far from causing 
so much regret, as they had inspired fear, and 
that the campaign in Germany was terminated as 
gloriously- as it had commenced. Prince Charles 
there shewed in circumstances the most difficult, a 
. combination in his defornive movements, a justness 
nn bis measures, and a mixture of prudence and 
vigour, worthy of the admiration of all military men. 
He seemed anxious to prove, that he could act well 
When permitted; that he had played, as to Switzer- 
land, a forced part, and that in that respect he deserved 
rather to be pitied than blamed. The same opinion 
W RAO 21 19 name non ad 
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; (831) 
we must undoubtedly form upon the manner in 
which. he acted towards the Governments and in- 
habitants of the part of Switzerland, that he had 
conquered. If the cabinet of Vienna dictated the 
military conduct of the Prince, there is the more 
reason to * that it also regulated his political 

conduct. | | 
_ After having exposed the system of hi cam- 
Paigu, considered its local result, and examined the 
manner in which it was respectively conducted, it 
vould remain to estimate what it has cost the two 
parties in men; and to investigate its influence upon 
the affairs of Europe. It being impossible under 
the latter head, to separate the war of Switzerland 
and Germany from that of Italy, the consideration 
of their joint effect shall be postponed to the end 
of this work. — As to the number of men who fell 
upon the mountains of Switzerland, and in the plains 
of Germany, it need scarcely to he observed, that 
it is is as difficult to ascertain, as it is sad and pain- 
ful to calculate. The collection of statements sent 
in the course of the campaign by the Generals in 
chief, to the war offices of Vienna and of Paris; 5 
would, on this article be merely approximative; 3 for : 
there i 1 no battle, there is no encounter £ of any kind 
B b Y afier 
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afier which, it is possible to class with certainty the 
loss of men in killed, wounded, made prisoners, 
missing, or having deserted. This might be done 
in the regiments that may have fought in line, but 
could not among the light troops which enter first 


into action, and particularly among the Chasseurs, 


who are spread into woods or along their skirts. 
The loss sustained by the small corps of volunteers 


sometimes formed during the action, cannot either 


be always classed distinctly; upon this point therefore 
a very loose calculation can only be expected. No 
Pains have been spared, and the sti ictest impartiality 
has been observed in forming the following com- 
putations. They are believed to be as near the 
truth as possible, and the result is, that the loss of 
the Allies from the month of March to the end of 
December, in Germany and Switzerland, amounted 

to 25,000 men, killed or dead of their wounds, and 


that of the French to g0,000. It may be suppo- 


sed, that at least one half of that number was 
rendered unfit for service, and therefore that the 
total waste of men able to bear arms, was on the - 
part of the Allies 40,000, and on chat of the 
French 45,000. There is good reason to believe, 
that the latter made about 35,000 prisoners, and 


> that 
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chat they did not lose above 257000 The loss by 
desertion was on both sides inconsiderable. This 
may appear extraordinary to those who know that 
in the short war of 13 months which took place 22 
years ago, between the Prussians and the Aus- 
trians about Bavaria, the former lost 40,000 and 
the latter g0,000 men in that way. 

But at that time it was Germans who deserted to 
Germans, and soldiers who on joining the oppo- 
site party, found the same manners, and the same 
discipline None of these similitudes existed in the 
campaign of which we now treat, or indeed in 
the whole war. Frenchmen, Germans, or Rus- 
sians, on joining their enemies, would have found. 
very different language, habits, and military go- 
vernment; and it may with great truth be here re- 
marked, that it is very much owing to these dis- 
similitudes, and principally to the former, that 
Europe has been able to retain soldiers, who have, 
during a period of eight years, blindly combated 
Freneh principles inthe n ofthe French beoldiers. 
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This difference of language is not only between the 
French and German, for perhaps one half, or at least 
a full third of the Austrian army, does not understand 5 
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If the Rights of Man had first been promulgated in 


Prussia, and supported by soldiers of that country, 
it is very doubtful if the Austrian army would 
had escaped the contagion, and vice versa Another 
circumstance has likewise contributed much to di- 
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—— 


even the latter of these languages. All the Croats, the 
Hungarians, the Walachians, the Servians, the Bohe- 
mians, the Moravians, and the Galicians, are in that 
situation; and in the numerous corps formed of these 
different nations, the nan-commissioned officers are the 
only persons who understand more of the German 
language, than the mere words of command, and it is 


nn 


through tbem that the superior officers have any com- 


munication with the soldiers. What prospect then has 
the Austrian deserter before him, when he goes over 
to the French! —He is ignorant of any handicraft, 
and is incapable of following the profession of a 
soldier, which is the only one he knows, by his being 
unable either to understand others, or to make himself 


understood by them. — The Author of this work remem- 


bers to have seen in 1795, a Bohemian soldier who 
having swam across the Rhine, and deserted to the 
French, returned in the same manner three weeks after. 
wards. He had not been able to make himself under. 


stood by any one, and consequently had been refused by 


all the French regiments, s0 chat to support life, he had been 
reduced to devour the roots and herbs of the woods Not- 
withstanding the certainty of a severe punishment, he de- 
termined to repass the Rhine, and gave the most immo- 
ning his comrades, and 
hearing again the sounds of his native language. 


a (85) 
minich desertion, and that is, that on both sides the 

armies are almost | entirely composed of soldiers 
raised by conscription, who are attached to their 
relations, and their native soil, and who cherish the 
hope and desire of revisiting them. The first 
campaigns have cut off almost all those soldiers un- 
knovn, without country, and without family, who 
in times of peace form the principal part of armies, 
and of which the Prussian has more than an usual 
proportion, which is a great hurt to it. 

Upon considering all that has been said, it will 
be observed that this campaign has occasioned no 
important change in the possession of territory, that 
during it, there has not been above three actions, 
to which the names of battles could be given; 
that there were but one siege, or rather blockade, 
and that the waste of human blood which it has 
occasioned, though considerable, has not been e 
traordinary, and that offering in these four points 
of view, which are the principal ones in every 
war, nothing remarkable, it seems at first sight, not 
to present any great interest to the historian. He 
will however give it not only a distinguished, but 
even a very particular place, for it has one very great 
characteristic feature, which as yet bas only been 
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(376) . 
binted at, and which arises from the novelty and 
singularity of its partial theatre, Switzerland. —Afier 
having in the 14th century, thrown off the yoke 
of the house of Austria—in the 1 zth escaped from 


that of the house of Burgundy—in the 16th strug- 


gled against the house of Valois—and in the 19th 
contended successfully with that of Savoy, this 


country, by the treaty of Munster, had its indepen- 


dence and its liberty confirmed, and had enjoyed, for 
above 150 years, these two precious political blessings. 
At peace with all its neighbours, religious disputes 
had. troubled its domestic tranquillity, but these 
momentary divisions had been succeeded by most 
perfect harmony ; and for fourscore years, no sound 
of war had been heard within the circuit of the 
great Alps. The tranquil destiny of this Republic 


was very remarkable, from the geograpical situation 


of its territory, and the manners of its inhabitants. 
It is not a little singular, that surrounded as it is 


by France, Germany, and Italy, and being the 
shortest road of communication between the two | 
former and the latter, Switzerland had never been 


the theatre of any of the wars, in which, since the 


and of Bourbon, have disputed the possession of 
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Italy, 
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| Italy. It is not less extraordinary that its inhabi- 
tants, educated from their infancy to the use of 
arms, and considering themselves during their whole 
- life, as belonging to no other profession, should 
never have had occasion to use them for the in- . 
| terests of their country. The nature of the soil 
' which offered no object for the ambition of their 
neighbours, and the composition of the government, 
which could give them no alarms, produced and 
preserved this phenomenon of a people never en- 
gaged in war, though always ready for it. 
This happy composition, formed by nature and 
by human wisdom, was destined to vanish before 
the French revolution The frankness and courage 
of the inhabitants of the Alps, defended them ill 
against the machiavelian machinations of the French. 
wok people of Republicans, was overcome by a 
people in revoluton—A nation which knew how 
to enjoy liberty, was the victim of a'nation which 
only knew how to abuse it—The country of 
William Tell fell under the yoke of the soldiers 
of Reubell.—It was from it, that they threatened 
; Germany : it was therefore there, that its defender's 
vere obliged to go to oppose them. 


v 3 of — * _ — Py be 8 N 1 md 
9s we .* 7 2 — TIM * a LA 5 a : NE SO] Ae ifs ao... 2 ſc — bs " we % « 
—— oY CERES, *” 2 9 L - 4 — 9 1 . —— ao F th > 
. 5 py Mt os 
. 5 * 2 . 
* F _ nt ES 2 


4+ | 
i 
f 
* 
. 
13 
| : 
: 
I : 
. 1 
1 
1 f 
44 
5 
in 
$4 
$3 
." 
bo i 
148.4 
4 
. 
* 
iS 
h 
— 
38 
1 
r 
3 
-* ki 
1 
BS: 
* 
* 
ne 
b 
[ 


4 * 4 - 

vas — + 

— 4 * 
2 Gy * 


—— 


(3789) 
When the war broke out in the country of the 
Grisons, the attention of military men particularly 
turned to that new field of battle. Switzerland 
had never served as such in these modern times, 
since the art of war is become so connected with 
topographical knowledge; since that knowledge is 
become so familiar from the perfection of maps; 
since all Europe is no longer, but one vast field for 
military speculation; since every thing favourable 


in any of its parts, for either attack or defence has 


been calculated; and since the experience of every war 
has been carefully collected, and made to contribute 
its aid io those which followed; Switzerland it may 
be repeated was a theatre entirely new, a virgin ſield. 
Any war to be carried on in it, could be assisted 
by no tradition, no precedent, or no authority ; 


and it has been seen, that the present campaign 


has furnished no opportunity of. making any com- 


parison, or of pointing out any resemblance to 
former times. Tbe War Offices of Vienna and 
Paris, which are 50 rich in maps, and in military 7 
"memoirs and recitals, possessed with regard to this 
country, no information of the kind sufficiently 


verified by experience. It. was necessary then 


that on both sides they should study this field, 


which 


; (379) 

| which was not yet become classical. The French 
in this respect, were before-hand with their ene · 8 
mies. Having occupied Switzerland for a twelve- 

month, they had had time, and had hastened to 
lay down exact maps. They had been able to 
consult at Lucerne, the topographical model of 
Colonel Pfiffer,“ and what was of much more con- 
sequence, they had it in their power to survey 
and examine the country itself with their - own 
eyes. Possessing it too against the wish of the 
inhabitants, they had been obliged to follow the ex, 
ample of the Romans, in the countries: they had 
conquered, and to seek out, and take possession 
of all the strong posts fit for defence, or advanta- 
geous for communication. 4 


1 
5 f 8 ; 2 3 


1 + 


This famous model made of a kind of Mastich, 
covered over with wax, and which represents all the 


mountainous part of Switzerland, is $0 perfectly exact, 


that not only the various ranges of mountains, and 
the principal valleys and rivers are marked on it, but 
even all the. villages, cottages, rivulets, bridges, woods, 
not forgetting the smallest hollows formed by the turn- 
ings of the mountains, are accurately figured. The 
French have something of the kind for part of the 
&ontier of Flanders. 
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9 Not only was Switzerland a theatre En 
| featly new, but the kind of war it required was al- 
most totally unknown to those who had to wage it. 
It was a war of mountains on the grandest scale, 
and with the employment of all the military means 
used in wars of plains, of rivers, or of sieges. The 
Generals on neither side, had much of either theore- 

- tical or practical knowledge in these " matters. 
For they had not been able to acquire enough of 
the latter in the mountains of the Tyrol of Suabia, 
and of Piedmont; and as to the former, it was as 
generally neglected as it is difficult to learn. This 
part of the art of war is that which has been the 
least attended to, boch by the ancients and che 
moderns, and very few individuals have perfectly un 
derstood it. Among the first, Sertorius shewed the 
greatest talents, and it may be said that he excelled. 
Among the latter Scanderberg, the Marquis de 
Feuquieres, and the Duke de Rohan are those who 
have been most distinguished. —It is like wise the 
kind of war upon which there exists the least of 

| written information. The best work we possess on 
the subject is undoubtedly the memoirs left by the 
Duke de Rohan, upon the admirable campaign 

which he conducted in 1635 in the Valteline, but 
it 


„%%% 

it was short, carried on with small armies, and his 
operations did not extend beyond the country, 
Which is situated between the sources of the Rhine 
and the Adda.* The campaign, of which a descrip- 
tion has just been given, having had no precedent 
either with respect to the country in which it was 
carried on, or to the kind of war that was necessary, 
will serve both as a model and as a lesson. 
If ever Switzerland has again the misfortune of 
becoming the seat of a great war, the positions of 
the two great vallies of the Grisons, of the Thur, 
of the Linth, of the Limmat, of Albis, of the Sihl, 
of Mutten, of Schagen, of the Reuss, of St. Go- 


th, 


** 


* It is not meant that this campaign was less interest- 
ing, because it was carried on by armies of no great force, 
for it is a principle that war may be better conducted 
among mountains with small bodies of troops than with 

large ones. A proof of this will be found in the follow- 
ing volume, where it will he seen with what equality the 

French resisted their opponents among the appernines, 
| though inferior in number. It was intended to remark 
that tbe Austrian and French Armies opposed to one 
another in Switzerland in 1799, were four or five times 
more numerous than those of the Austrians, Spaniards, 
and French, which disputed the possession of the Valte- 
line, and of the country of the Grisons in 1635. The 
last mentioned campaign . bore. no proportion to that f 
1799, and though it may serve as a lesson, it can never 
be made an object of comparison with it. 
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thard, and of Furca, all these capital positiotis, 


which have been tried by so many combats, 
and so many manceuvres, will become classic 
ground, and be rendered sacred in the eyes of mili- 
tary men. In future, those who wish to acquire a 
knowledge of mountain war, will study the attack 

of the Engadine, by General Lecourbe—the skilful = 


recovery of che same country, by General Belle- 


garde the attack of Luciensteig, by General Hotze 
— that of St. Gothard and of the valley of the Reuss, 
by General. Haddick—the well:concerted operations 
by which Lecourbe repossessed himself of the 
smaller cantons—the faults by which the Generals 


| Korsakow and Petrarch lost, to the Allies, the pos- 


session of Switzerland—the rapid march of Mar- 
shal Suworow and the heroic efforts of his troops, 
who, coming in hopes of conquest, were ob- 
hzed to conquer, in order to retreat. Every 
young soldier, inflamed with the love of his profession, 


will study this curious and terrible campaign in the 
country itself where it was carried on.— He will go 


to contemplate these enormous masses of rocks, upon 


which the inhabitants of the Pyrenean, and of the 


Carpathian mountains met with astonighment—He will 


climb those precipitous paths which natnre Seems to 


reserve 


; ( 383 ) 

reserved for the light mountain goat, and which; 
however, were ascended by entire battalions.— He 
will reach those higher pinnacles where armed men 
went to dispute the thunder of the skies—those 
arid rocks, where men exposed to every want, felt 
still the desire of destroying one another, —He will 
descend into these gloomy hollows, of which the 
clang of arms so often disturbed the solemn re- 
pose.—He will traverse those rich vallies ravaged by 
war, and perhaps not yet reanimated by the hand 
of industry,—He will then receive a double lesson. 
War will present itself to his eyes both as an art and 
as a scourge.— He will study the one from the love 
for his country, and will detest the other from a love 
for humanity ; and he will say to himself: If ever 
fate places me at the head of an army, may I be able 
to find in the art, the means of diminishing the 
scourge.— May 1 wage war with sufficient know- 
ledge to make it chort and decisive. May I be in- 
debted for victory, rather to my head, than to my 
arm and may I thus merit the gratitude of my 
country, and the esteem of my enemies, by sparing, 
as much as possible, the blood of the soldier, 
the property of the citizen, and the. benefits of 
civilization. 


END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 
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17 
31 
43 
73 
76 
30 
81 
91 
98 
100 
133 
133 


184 
188 


190 


I For what was, read what it was 
Last line, for 1788, read 1787 
9 For an, read and 
Last line, for or, read for 
7 For Schautzenberg, read Schwartzemberg 
6 For Maskirk, read Moeskirch 
And else where, for debouches, read debouches 
For Strasberg, read Strasburg | 
16 For had, read has 
21 For Leudek, read Landeck 
5 For Rergamase, read Bergamess 
Note, for courageous justiy, read courageous and just 
20 For Reufs, read Reuss & 
23 For effecting, read effective | 
12 For Turrean, read Turreau 
2 For nor war. The Allies, read nor war, the Alltes 


202 and 206 For Jelbayen, read Meyen 


208 
209 
229 
251 
263 
316 
358 


11 For Aoast, read Aoust 
2 For fox, » read in front 
Last line, fol rener tons, read forest towns 
4 For Mayenfeld Dizrentis, read en to Disentis 
6 For 17,000, read 16,000 
4 For engage it, read engages it 
22 For of year, read end of the year 
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